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PUBLIC HEARING AGENDA
NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF CPA EXAMINERS
FEBRUARY 22, 2016
10:00 A. M.
1101 OBERLIN ROAD
RALEIGH, NC

Administrative Items
A. Call to Order

Hearing Testimony
A. Case No. C20015190 - Joel Moran Wilson, NC CPA No. 24462

Adjournment



NORTH CAROLINA BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF
WAKE COUNTY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT EXAMINERS
CASE #: 200403-011

IN THE MATTER OF:
Joel Moran Wilson, #24462 CONSENT ORDER

Respondent |

THIS CAUSE, coming before the Board at its offices at 1101 Oberlin Road, Raleigh,
Wake County, North Carolina, with a quorum present. Pursuant to NCGS 150B-41 and
150B-22, the Board and Respondent stipulate the following Findings:

1 Respondent was the holder of North Carolina certificate number 24462 as a
Certitied Public Accountant,

2. A Bill of Information (Exhibit 1) was issucd charging that, during the period
from August of 1994 through December of 2000, Respondent and
codefendants “did unlawfully, willfully, and knowingly conspire,
confederate, and agree together and with each other and with other
individuals, both known and unknown to the United States Attorney, to
defraud the United States for the purpose of impeding, impairing,
obstructing, and defeating the lawful Government functions of the Internal
Revenue Service of the Treasury Department in the ascertainment,
computation, assessment, and collection of the revenuc: to wit, income taxes,
and during the coursc of the conspiracy did commit one or more overt

acts.,..”

3. In a February 27, 2004, Plea Agreement (Exhibit 2}, Respondent agreed “to
enter a voluntary plea of guilty to Count One as set forth in the Bill of

Information....”

4 In said Plea Agreement, Respondent agreed to pay full restitution and to
cooperate with the United States Government in its prosecution of other
related partics.

5. Said Plea Agreement alsc required that, within ten (10) days of the entry of
his plea, Respondent inform “any licensing authorities” of the charges against
him and of his plea. Further, Respondent agreed not to perform any
accounting services except to wind up, under the supervision of a duly
licensed CPA, current services being provided to clients. Respondent also
agreed not to seek the reinstatement of his certificate “... until the completion
of any period of supervised release imposed by the District Court as a result
of his plea of guilty.”






UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
WESTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA

CHARLOTTE DIVISION
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ) DOCKET NO.
)
)
) BIL] QF INFORMATION
v )
) Violutions;
JOEL WILSON ) 18 11.8.C. § 371
)

THE UNITED STATES ATTORNEY CHARGES;
UNT ONE

Beginning in or about August 1994 and continuing thereafier until in or about December
2000, in Mecklenburg County, within the Western District of North Carolina, and elsewhere,

JOEL WILSON

did unlawfully, willfully, and knowingly conspire, confederate, and agree together and with each
other and with other individuals, both known and unknown to the United States Attorney, to
defraud the United States for the purpose of impeding, impairing, obstructing, and defeating the
lawful Government functions of the Intemal Revenue Service of the Treasury Department in the
ascertainment, computation, assessinent, and collection of the revenue: to wit, income taxes, and
during the course of the conspiracy did commit one or more overt acts within the Western
Dustrict of North Carolina.

In viclation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 371.

Evhid \



The undersigned asserts, under oath, that probable cause exists to believe that Joel Wilson
committed the crimes alleged in this Bill of Information.

JOSHUA B. HOWARD
Assistant United States Attormey

Sworn to and subscribed before me
this the day of February, 2004.

NOTARY PUBLIC
STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA
COUNTY

My Commission Expires: _

S
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT Gy 10 0o o
WESTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA NN
CHARLOTTE DIVISION fp T h,
o. P o,
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ) DOCKET NO, 5o Uy
) 3 DHLCR'-!% MC—I@“ 'fr(n
v, ) PLEA AGREEMENT ’ " Oo,f.;,
)
JOEL WILSON )

NOW COMES the United States of America, by and through Robert f, Conrad, Jr.,
United States Aftorney for the Western Distriot of North Caroline, and the defendant, JOEL
WILSON, in person and through counsel, Edward T, Hinson, Jr., and respectfully inform the
Courl that they have renchod the following agreemont:

1. Plea

1. The defendant agrees 1o enter a volunlary plea of guilty to Count One as set forth
in & Bill of Information to be filed conlemporancously with this Plea Agreement and admits to
being in facl guilly as charged in Count One of that Bill,

[1. Sentounce

2. The defendant js aware that the statutory minimum and maximum sentences for
each count are as follows:

Count One: 8 $ 250,000 fine, no more than five years imprisonment, or both, and
na more than three years of supervised relepse,

3. The defendant understands that supervised relesse is a term of supervision that
funs consecutively to any sentence of incarceration and that il the Court imposes a term of
supervised releess, the United States Probation Office will supervise him during that term and
will require thal he make regular reponts and visits to its office. The defendant understands that a
violation of the conditions of supervised release may subjcet him to an additional period of
incarceration up to the maximum ferm of years imposed uy supervised cclease.

4, The defeudant is aware that any sentence imposed will be in conformity with the
United Stutes Sentencing Guidelines [U.8.5.G.], and that a sentence imposed under the
Guidelines is without parole. The defendant is Turther aware thal the Court has not yet
determined the sentence, that any estimate from any source, including defense counsel, of the
likely sentence is u prediction rather fhan a promisc, und that the Court has the final discretion to
impose any senlence up to the statutory maximum for each count. The defendunt further
understands that no recommendations or sgreements by the United Slates are binding upouw the
Court.

E.‘K\'\'\\DT\V L



5. With regard to the Sentencing Guidelines, the defendant end the United States,

pursuant to Fed, R, Ceim. P, 11{c)}(I ¥ B), ngree to recommend to the Court as follows:

B, The United States Sentencing Guidelines effective November 1, 2000
apply to this matter,

b, The aount of loss (hat was known to or reasonably foresceable by the
defendant wag more than $2.5 million but less than 35 millivn.

The defendant understands that “loss” under U.S.8.G. § 2B1.1L, 2FL1, or
2T4.1 of the United States Sentencing (heddelines may be different from,
greater, or lesser than “restitution” under 18 U.S.C. § 3556,

c, The offense level for the subject offense s as follows:

Base Offense Level [§ 2T1.9 with reference to §§ 2T1.4 and 2T4.1]: 21

Specific Charaoterislics:

' Sophisticated Concealment [U.S.8.G. § 2T4.1] +2

. Use of Special $kill {U.5.5.G, § 3B1.3] +2
Adjusted Offense Level: 25
d. Provided that the defendant acknowlcdges to the povernment, the

Probation Office, and the Court the nature and extent of all relevant criminal conduct, the
government will recornmend a two-ltevel reduction in offense level pursuant to U.S.8.G, §

3BL.1{bX2).

Provided that the defendant has timely provided information to the governinent
concerning his involvement in the offense charged, or has timely notificd authorities of an
inlention to plead guilty, the defendant wil) receive an additional enc-levet reduction
purseant to 11,8.5.G. § 3EL.1(b)(2).

However, the defendant undergtands that any reduction in offense level is
ultimately for the Court’s delennination.

o The defendant and the United States agree that the sentence will be within
“lie applicable gnidetine range™ (U.8.5.G. § 5C1.1) and that neither party wili seek a
departure from that range.

L. Notwithslanding any recommendations in the Plea Agreement as to the
offense level, if the Probation Office detormings from the defendant’s eriminal history
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that U.5.5.G. § 4B1.1 (Career Offender), or o slatutory minimum sentence applies, then
that priavigion will be-used in detsrmining the sentence.

E No other Chapter 2, 3, 4, or 5 enhancements or reductions apply.

0. The defendant agrees to pay full restitution, regardiess of the resulting loss
amount, which resfitution will bg included in the Court’s Order of Judgment. The defendant
agrees that such restitution will include all victima directly or indirectly harmed by the
defendant’s “relevant cenduet,” including conduct pertaining to any dismissed counts or
uncharged conducl, as defined by U.8.8.G. § IBL.3, regardless of whether such conduct
constitules an “offense’ under 18 U.8.C. §§ 3663 or 3663 A, The defendant consonts to a civil
judgment in stale or federal court concerning a claim (iled by & “victim™ as defined in 18 U.S.C.
§§ 3663(a)(2) and 3663A(a)(2). The defendant understands that with a Judgment and
Commitmeni Qeder that requites the payment of restitution, a lier will be filed on his propenty,
Defendan! also understands that his obligation to make restitution shall last for twenty years alier
ihe entry of the judgment, release from imprisorment, or until his death, 18 U.5.C. § 3613.

For the preparation of his Presentence Report, (he defendant agrees to cooperale felly
wilh and make a ful! disclosure of all current and projecied nssets and property to the United
States Probatien Office. 1f the defendant is ordered to serve a term of supervised relcasc or
probation, he agrees to meke s full disclosure of his assets and property to the United Slates
Probation Office prior lo the termination of his supervised relesse ot probation. If the defendent
should fail to make the aforementioned full disclosures, then the United States will be relieved of
its obligations under the Plea Agreement, but the defendant will not be allowed to withdraw his
guilty plea.

7. The pattics agree that the Court shall gst the amount of fine from the Fine Table in
US.5.G § SE1.2.

8, 1f mote than $500.00 in vestitution, fines, and/or assessment is owed to the United
States government, a lten will be filed, The defendant understands that if a lien is filed against
his properly, his obligation to pay restitution shall lass for twenty years afler any imprisonment
ordered or unlil his death, 18 U.S,C, § 3613,

9. The defendant hereby agrees to pay the total mmount required for assessment
{$100) to the Clerk, United Stutes District Court, before 5:00 p.m. on the date of pleading guilty.
The defendant further agrees to participate in the Inmale Financial Responsibility Program to the
extent necessary Lo fulfill all financial ohligations due and owing under this agresment and the
law,

11l Procedure

10.  The defendant agrees that 2 doly-qualified Federal Magistrate Judge may conduct
ihe hearing required by Fed. R. Crim. P. 11,

LUSA v, Wiliun, Plea Aghit, p3



11, With the Cour’s permission, the factual basls, a8 required by Fed. R. Crim. P
11(b)(3), will be deforred untii the tinme of sentencing, The defendant stipulates that thers is
factual basis for the plea of guilty and that the Courl may use the offenise conduet set out in Iho
Presenience Report, except any facts to which the defendant hgs objected, to establish o faciual
basis for the deferdant’s plea.

lY. Waivers

12, The defendam understands wnd egrees that if he shonld [ail to spucifically perform
or to Tl completely ench and every onic of his obligations under this Plea Aprezment, then the
Uniled $tates will be reficved of ils obligations under the agreement, but the defendant will not
he atlowed to withdraw hig guilty plea.

13, The defendant is aware that (he Taw provides certain limited rights to withdraw &
it of guilty, The defendant has discussed these rights with defense counsel and knowingly and
expressly waives any right to withdraw the ples once the Distriet Cowl has accepted it

14.  The defondant acknowledges ihat Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 11(f) and
Federal Rule of Evidence 410 are rules which ordinarily limit the admissibility of statements
made by o defendant in the course of ploa discussions ar plea proceedings il a guilty plea is later
withdrawn, The defendant knowingly and voluntarily waives the rights which arise under these
Rules. As aresult of this waiver, he understands and agrees that any statements which are made
in the counse of bis guthy plea or in conuection with his cooperation pursuant to this ples
agreement will be admissible against him for any purpose in any erimina! or civil procesding if
his guilty plea is subscquently withdrawn.

Within 10 days of the entry of his plea in court, the deflendant will inform all professional
accouniing organizations af which he is o member, und any licensing authorities which may
regulalc the defendant's provision of public acconnting services, of his plea and the offense to
which he is pleading guilty. ‘The deflendant will not perfoon public accounting services after
entry of his plea, except to wind up seryices for cxisting clionts under the supervision of a
certified public accountant it good standing. The defendunt agrecs not to take any sieps to seck
reinstatement of his certificalion as # public accountart in the Siate of North Carolina or
elsewhere until the completion of any petiod of supervised release imposed by the Disirict Court
g5 a result of his plea of guilty.

15, Thodefendoni understands und agrees that by pleading guilty, he is expressly
waiving the Tollowing rights:

ta be tried by a jury;

1o be assisted by an atlomey at trial,

to confront and cross-examine witnessey; and,
not to be compelled to ineriminate himsoll,

e e oo e
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0. Defendanl und deflendant’s counsel warrant {ha! they have discussed: (1)
defendant's rights pursumt to 18 U.S.C. § 3742, 2B U.S.C, § 2255, and simular authorities 10
contest & conviclion and/or scntence through an appeal or post-conviction action after entering
inlo a plea agreement; (2) whether or niok there are polential issues which might be relevant to an
appeal or post-convictiun action; und (3) the possible impact of ary such issue on the desivability
lo the defendanl of entering into tis plea agreement.

Defendant, in exchange for the concesslons made by the United States in this plea
ngreement, waives all such rights {o conltest (e conviction andor the sentence except for: (1)
cluims of ineftective assistance of counsel; (2) prosecutorial misconduct; or (3) the sentenco, but
only 1o the extent defendant contests e sentence on the basis that one or more findings on
guideline issues were Inconsistent with the cxplicil stipulntions contuined tn any paragraph in the
plea agreement [iled herein, or on the bagis of an unenticipated issue that arises duting the
sentencing hearing and which the Distriot Judge finds and certifies to be of such an unusaal
nature as Io require review by the Fourih Circuit Court of Appeals.

Also, in exchangs for the concessions muade by the United States, defendant agrees that

the United States preserves all its rights and duties with rexpect 1o appeal as set forth in 1§ US.C.

§ 3742(), while the delendant waives all tights to appeal or collaterally atlack the seatence of
convichion with theee the exeeptions set for above. This agreemont does not linnil the United
States in its comments in or responges to any post-conviction matiers,

17.  The defendant waives all rights, whether asserted directly ot by a representative,
lo request or to receive from any department ot agency of the United States any records
periaining to the investigation or prosecution of s case, including without limitation any
1ecords that may be souglt under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 US.C. § 552, or the Privacy
Actol 1974, 5 US.C. § 552a.

Y. Ausistance to the Government

18, Ifrequested by the United Stoles, but only if so requested, the defendant agrees to
cooperate with the Uniied States, including but not limited to the Ioflowing:

A, The defendant will provide truthful information about the subject cherges
and about any alher crimingl activity within the defendant's knowledge to any
goveroment agent ot agency that the United States designates.

b, The defendant will testify uthfully in any tria), hearing, or prand jury
proceeding, including, bul nol limited to, 1estimony ngainst any co-defendanis, as the
United Stuses designates,

C. The defendant will ruthfully disclose all monies, negotiable instruments,
securitics, or other things of value (hat are proceeds of or have been involved in, or have
heen used or intended to be used to facllitate a violation of state or federal law. The

USA v, Wilson, Plen Agml, p3
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defendant further agrees to volantarily forfeit said property to the United States.

d. In the event that the defendant’s cooperation includes testifying, the
defendani hereby waives paymenl of any wilness fees or expenses to which he may be
olherwise entitied pursuant to 18 US.CL § 1821

e The defendant understands that the United States desives only truthful and
accurele infonmation and testinony and, i filet, that knowingly giving false information
or testinony ¢an be prosecuted as o wdditiona) criminal oftense.

Further, if the defendant knowingly gives lalse testimony, the United States witl
be relieved of its obligations under this Plea Agrecment, except that the defendant's plea
of guilly and the resulting guilty verdict will stand.

L The defendint will not violate any federal, slate, or tocal law, or uny order
of any court, including ay conditiony of pretrial, pre-sentence, or post-setience release.

Nothing that the defendant discloses pursnant to this Plea Agreement will be used
aginst him in any other criminal procecding, subject to the following exceptions:

1. the United States or other jurisdiction miay use any and all relevant
information regarding crimes of viclence,

2, tbe United Stales may nse any and all informalion as necessary in 4
prosecution for perjury, or in wny trial for impeachiment or rebuitul;

3, if the defedunt withgraws his plea of guilty, the United States may
use any and all disclosures in any subscquent trials or eriminal proceedings;

4, if the dofendan) violatos any of the tenms of (his Plea Agreement,
including the obligation ta provide truthfl information, then the United States
may use any and all disclosures in subsequent trials or criminal proceedings; and,

5. the United States may muke indireel uge of any informaiion that the
defendant provides, including investigalive leads ot other wilnesses.

g The defendant’s obligation under this section is a continuing ong, and will
continue ufler septencing unhil al) investigations andfor prosceutions to which the
defendant’s cooperation inay be relevant have been completed. “This provision is a
material condition of this Plea Agreement and of all benefits that scerue to the defendant
pursuant to this agreement,

In the interests of fulfilhng all obligations under this section, the deflendant agrees
to waive all rights vnder Chapters 213 and 208 of Title 18 until such time as the United

LISA s Wikso, Plea Agmt., pl



States delermines that all relevant investigations andfor prosecutions have been
completed,

h, The defendant fully understands that any breach of this agreemont,
inciuding but not limited te withholding information, misleadiug the United States or any
Law enforcement uilTicer, or faifiiy to (estify truhfully al any trial, prand jary, or other
udicial procoeding, will allow tho government, lit its sole diseration, to withdraw from its
obligations uader this Plea Agreement. In such event, the United States will be free {o
proceed on uny properly-filed pending, superseding, or additional chatges, including any
charges disiissed pursuant (o this agreement.

19, Whon and if the defendant assiste the government as described above:

Y The United States, in its sole discretion, will determine whether said
assistance hag been substantial.

b, Upon 2 determination (hat the defondant has rendered substantial
assistance, the governmient may make a niotion purguant to U.S.S.G. § SK1.1 for
irpositian of a seutence below (he applicablo Seniencing Guidelines, The United Stalcs
may alse, within its solo discretion, wove the Court pursuant (o 18 U.S.C. § 3553(e) to
impose a sentence befow my applicable statulory mandatory minimun,

The defendant secognizes that the Court ¢annot depart below the Sontencing
Guidclines for substantinl assistance gbsent a motjon from the United States  The
defendant further recognizes that, even if ihe United States makes # recommendation
pursuant to U.S.8.G. § SKI.1, the Court cannot depart below the statulory minimum
unless the United States also inchudes a specific recommendation pursvant to 18 US.C. §
3553(e).

c. Regardless of the nature and extent of any substantial assistance that (he
defendant renders, the Uniled Siates will not move for a downward departure if the
defendant also knawingly fumishes information that is materially false.

d, Any determination that the defendant has failed to provide substantial
assistance or has knowingly provided false information is within the sole discretion of the
United Stales, and the defendant waives all objections and rights of appeal or collateral
attack of such a determination,

e. The defendant understands that if the United States makes a motjon for
dawnward departure, the motion is not binding on the District Court. The Court will
determing in its discretion whether to yrant or deny such departure and the extent of the
departure,

USA v Wilson, Ples Agnie, p?



YI. Conclasion

20, The delendant utiferstundds that I he brenches this Plea Agroement, or violates any
federnl, state or focal law, or any order of any court, including any condition of pre-trial ot pre-
senfetce, ot post-sentence release, the United Siates will be relieved of its obligations undey this
Plea Agreement, but the defendunt will not be allowed to witbdraw his guilty ples. The United
Stutes will be tres W proceed on any properly-hied dismissed, pending, superseding, or
sdditional charges.

21, There are uo apreenients, represeuiations, oy understandings between the
partles in this case, other thon those explicitly sct forth In this Plea Agreement and none
will be entered into unltess excouted In writing and signed by all parties.

SO AGREED:

ROBERT J, CONRAD, JR., UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

'U‘Sr_HOWARD Assistant Uniled Staics Altomcy

_"Zw &/.\4’"‘ DATED: M19/0 Y

EDWARD T, HINSON, JR., Attoéney far Defendant

4 Mﬁf‘iﬁi_ L

J(/ Ol WILSON, Defendant

“"“;;,V" e /7/5— - DATED: */2%7ey

DATED: 2/14 fod
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