
 

PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES 
North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners 

February 21, 2022 
1101 Oberlin Road 
Raleigh, NC 27605 

 
 
MEMBERS ATTENDING:  Barton W. Baldwin, CPA, President; Bernita W. Demery, CPA, 
Vice President; Gary R. Massey, CPA, Secretary-Treasurer; Jodi K. Kruse, CPA; Maria M. Lynch, 
Esq.; Arthur M. Winstead, Jr., CPA; and Jennifer Van Zant, Esq. All members attended via 
WebEx.  
 
STAFF ATTENDING:  David R. Nance, CPA, Executive Director; Frank Trainor, Esq., Staff 
Attorney; Lisa R. Hearne, Communications Officer; Buck Winslow; Licensing Manager; and Noel 
L. Allen, Esq., Legal Counsel. All staff attended via WebEx. 
 
GUESTS:  Sharon Bryson, CEO, NCACPA; Mark Soticheck, CPA, COO, NCACPA; and Beth 
Monaghan, CPA, NCACPA Board of Directors, Cris Rivera, Petitioner for Modification of 
Discipline, and Leslie Johns, Hearing witness. All guests attended via WebEx. 
 
CALL TO ORDER:  Mr. Baldwin called the meeting to order at 10:02 a.m. Mr. Baldwin,  
Mr. Winstead, and Ms. Van Zant identified items on the Professional Standards Committee’s 
agenda from which they recused themselves.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING:  Mr. Baldwin called the Public Hearing to order at 10:04 a.m. to hear Case  
No. C2021127, Cristina Madrinan Rivera. Petitioner Rivera was present at the Hearing via video 
conference and was sworn in and presented testimony. Mr. Leslie Johns was present at the Hearing 
via videoconference and was sworn in and gave testimony supporting Petitioner Rivera.  
Mr. Massey moved, and Mr. Winstead seconded the motion to enter Closed Session to discuss the 
matter without the Executive Director or Staff Attorney present, but with Noel L. Allen, Esq., 
Legal Counsel present. Motion passed with seven (7) affirmative and zero (0) negative votes. Upon 
re-entering the Hearing, Mr. Massey moved, and Mr. Winstead seconded the motion to approve 
Petitioner Rivera’s request for modification of discipline (Appendix I). The motion passed with 
seven (7) affirmative votes and zero (0) negative votes. The Hearing is a matter of public record.  
 
AGENDA:  Ms. Kruse moved, and Mr. Massey seconded the motion to approve the agenda. 
Motion passed with seven (7) affirmative votes and zero (0) negative votes. 
 
MINUTES:  Mr. Massey moved, and Ms. Kruse seconded the motion to approve the  
January 24, 2022, meeting minutes as submitted. Motion passed with seven (7) affirmative votes 
and zero (0) negative votes. 
 
FINANCIAL AND BUDGETARY ITEMS:  Mr. Massey moved, and Mr. Winstead seconded 
the motion to approve the January 2022 financial statements as submitted. Motion passed with 
seven (7) affirmative votes and zero (0) negative votes. 
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Ms. Demery moved, and Mr. Massey seconded the motion to upgrade the Board’s GL Solutions 
service level from Simple Professional to Simple Enterprise for two (2) years. Motion passed with 
seven (7) affirmative votes and zero (0) negative votes. 
 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION ITEMS:  Mr. Baldwin suggested that any Board member 
interested in serving on the NASBA Board of Directors should start the process immediately. He 
reminded the Board of its support of Mr. Winstead’s bid for Regional Director last year.  
 
STATE AND LOCAL ORGANIZATION ITEMS:  Ms. Bryson reminded the Board about the 
NCACPA’s March 16, 2022, dinner and reception in Greensboro, and the March 17, 2022, joint 
NCACPA-Board meeting hosted by North Carolina A&T State University. The joint meeting will 
have in-person and hybrid participation options. 
 
REPORT OF THE PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS COMMITTEE:  The Board approved 
with seven (7) affirmative votes and zero (0) negative votes the following recommendations of the 
Committee as presented by Mr. Winstead:  
 
Case Nos. C2021121-1 and C2021121-2 - Benjamin V. Hardy and Page & Smith, P.A. - Approve 
the signed Consent Order. (Appendix II)  
 
Case No. C2021220 - Anthony Craig Stephenson - Approve the signed Consent Order.  
(Appendix III) 
 
Case No. C2021116 - Brent A. Summerfield - Approve a Notice of Hearing for April 21, 2022, at 
10:00 a.m. (Appendix IV) 
 
Case No. C2021194 - Close the case without prejudice. 
 
Case No. C2021205 - Close the case without prejudice. 
 
Case Nos. C2022006-1 and C2022006-2 - Close the cases without prejudice. 
 
The Board approved with six (6) affirmative votes and zero (0) negative votes the following 
recommendation of the Committee as presented by Mr. Winstead:  
 
Case No. C2021154 - James E. Avent, Jr. - Approve the Notice of Apparent Violation and 
Agreement to Cease the Use of the CPA Title. (Appendix V) Ms. Van Zant recused herself from 
the discussion of this matter and did not vote on the matter.  
 
The Board approved with five (5) affirmative votes and zero (0) negative votes the following 
recommendation of the Committee as presented by Mr. Baldwin:  
 
Case Nos. C2021206-1 and C2021206-2 - Close the cases without prejudice. Mr. Winstead and 
Ms. Van Zant recused themselves from the discussion of these matters and did not vote on the 
matter.  
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Mr. Winstead stated that the Committee provided guidance to the staff on four other case matters. 
Mr. Baldwin recused himself from discussing one case and did not vote on that item. 
 
REPORT OF THE PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION AND APPLICATIONS 
COMMITTEE:  The Board approved with seven (7) affirmative votes and zero (0) negative votes 
the following recommendations of the Committee as presented by Ms. Demery. 
 
Transfer of Uniform CPA Exam Grades - Approve the following applications for the transfer 
of Uniform CPA Exam grades: 
 
Heather McDougal Becker 
Gabrielle Rodriguez Conner 
Mario Gabriel Santiago Gandini 

Jeffrey Allen Moore Jr. 
Autumn Diana See 
Mitchell Austin Touchton 

 
Original CPA Certificate Applications - Approve the following applications for original CPA 
certification:  
 
Thomas Michael Abele 
Katherine Elizabeth Austin 
Camille Patrice Bailey 
Heather McDougal Becker 
Jacob Tim Bishop 
Kristen Suzanne Castle 
Bryan Albert Ching 
Gabrielle Rodriguez Conner 
Caroline McGowan Cox 
Thomas Herman Dehnel 
Ginisa McCarthy Ebert 
Allison Kay Edmonds 
William Tyler Ellis 
Rohsaan Rohan Francis 
Logan Reid Galbreath 
Mario Gabriel Santiago Gandini 
John Richard Guemple 
Aaron Thomas Gulibon 
Morgan Rose Halo 
Erin Stone Hetrick 
Jessica Ashlyn Hoff 
Kevin Thomas Jette 
Hutton Alexander Johnston 
George Ernest Karnazes 

Rebecca Leigh Krizner 
Joshua Ryan Lane 
Kevin S. May 
Matthew Todd Mitchell 
Aaron Matthew Montgomery 
Steven Maxwell Moon 
Andrew Lynn Moore 
Jeffrey Allen Moore Jr. 
Christopher Edward Newman-Clifford 
Ji Seok Oh 
Brett Nathaniel Parlier 
Joseph Woodson Pollard 
Kristine Nicole Salvagin 
Autumn Diana See 
Hunter James Shaffer 
Robert Saint Chase Short 
Gary Matthew Sigafoos 
John Raymond Strack 
Hailey Nicole Thomas 
Mitchell Austin Touchton 
Sarah King Tutor 
Andrew Gwyn Williams 
Carly Elizabeth Wolk 

 
Reciprocal CPA Certificate Applications - Approve the following applications for reciprocal 
CPA certification: 
 
Lynda S. Bertoia Daniela Nicole Boateng 
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Mical Willson Bovee 
Katherine Doyle Cerotzke 
Andrea Lee Dobbie 
Joseph John Fragomeni 
John Ivan Gavrilov 

Tasha Jolynn Hogue 
Reid Benson Kelly 
Matthew Miller Purcell 
Matthew David Sullivan 

 
Temporary Permits - Approve the following temporary permits approved by the Executive 
Director: 
 
Joseph Mahlon Pieper, T12984 
Melissa Rae Shultz, T12985 
Jane Elizabeth Brooks Gaskins, T12986 
Mary Beth Perryman, T12987 
Kasey A. Greene, T12988 
Cathy Jo Baggenstoss, T12989 
Rizalinda J. Dayrit, T12990 
Peter James Milcinovic, T12991 
Jeanne Marie St. Ville, T12992 
Jana Suzanne Daggert T12993 
Migena Lybeshari, T12994 
Ernest Jeffrey Allred, T13028 
Jonathan Drew Kitchens, T13029 
Kaitlin Mae Carroll Raver, T13030 
Shannon LeeAnn Adams, T13031 
Brian Williamson Moore, T13032 
Ryan Christopher Hickey, T13033 

Laura Jeanne Gardner, T13034 
Zhenrong Wen, T13035 
James Andrew Manville, T13036 
Laura McKay Stauffer, T13037 
Nicholas John Fahrney, T13038 
Anna M. Lloyd, T13039 
Tracy Leigh Harvey, T13040 
Oluchi Rebecca Taylor, T13041 
Shannon Lamm Maynard, T13042 
Joshua Bradley Heim, T13043 
Christina Gong, T13044 
Alyssa Ruth Thomas, T13045 
Matthew Paul Dorfmeyer, T13046 
Annika R. Sponring, T13047 
Megan Clare Schmidt, T13048 
Sunita Rao Chillarege, T13049 
Susanne Schyroki Marsh, T13050 

 
Reinstatements – Approve the following applications for reinstatement of CPA certificate: 
 
Lauren Follmer Ball, #24509 
Karen Hopper Chiuchiolo, #23381 
Karen Elaine Jolley, #40304 

Kara Shan Kessinger, #20853 
Jennifer Marie Woods, #33418 

 
Reissuance of New Certificate - Approve the following application for reissuance of CPA 
certificate: 
 
Kimberly Patrice Bereznak, #39304 
 
Rescind Letters of Warning - Approve rescinding the Letters of Warning issued to the following 
individuals: 
 
Xiaoxi Gao #43686 
Dulce Yaneli Urquiza #43199 
 
CPE Extension Requests (Approve) - Approve the following individuals for an extension to 
complete 2021 CPE: 
 
Lindsay Bachner Lehman, #37456  2/01/2022 
Nicole Longa Vieira, #38123   6/29/2022 
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Firm Registrations - Approve the following professional limited liability company approved by 
the Executive Director: 
 
Clay Blue, CPA, PLLC 
 
Uniform CPA Exam Applications - Approve the following applications for the Uniform CPA 
Exam: 
 
Fathin Achmad 
Bryan Adams 
Emily Almerini 
Daniel Anderson 
Matthew Andrade 
Katherine Bagley 
Sahr Bangai 
Barbara Barger 
Jaenine Barnes 
Steffen Barra 
Sarah Benoist 
Christopher Biddle 
William Biney 
Mary Bobbett 
Joel Bobe 
Joseph Boyle 
Zachary Brafford 
Justin Brasher 
Andrew Brooks 
Scott Buckstad 
Christopher Burdick 
William Burroughs 
Anna Byrd 
Joshua Byrd 
Lionel Cabrera 
Brianna Cardwell 
William Cartrette 
Conner Christian 
Marlon Clair Sharp 
Nicole Colmenares 
Anna Concepcion 
Alea Crump 
James Cumbo 
Allyson Davis 
Mary Deans 
Courtney Dietsch 
Annie Edmonston 
Regina Eyes 
Matthew Field 
Ashley Fleming 
Marcela Florez 

Tanaza Ford 
Janay Frank 
Breonna Garrison 
Matthew Goings 
Christa Gray 
Ruben Greenstein 
Nicole Griffes 
Rebecca Grizzle 
Blake Harrington 
Ellen Harris 
David Hartley 
Andrew Harward 
Anna Hendrick 
William Hensley 
Jordan Hess 
Fred Hitti 
Dylan Hooper 
William Huffman 
Marcus Hughes 
Brad Huizinga 
Susan Hutchins 
Dylan Jenkins 
Josiah Johnson 
Allen Kay 
Timothy Kearns 
Ronald Keller 
Keri Kenkel 
Marisa Kolanovic 
Jordan Kota 
Brandon Lane 
Yasmine Lansari 
Trevor Leach 
Crystal Lepine-Arrington 
Shannon Lombardo 
Douglas Long 
Hannah Lovelace 
Kenneth Lutz 
Thaddeus Lyon 
Loran MacClean 
Caroline Martin 
Kaela Matthews 
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Marian Mercedes Diaz 
Allison Miller 
Rebecca Miller 
Daniel Millick 
William Missert 
Ginger Morris 
Shenae Morrison 
Lauren Motley 
Sallie Mueller 
Sean Mullaney 
Lauren Mussler 
Sara Nicholson 
Jackson Nietert 
Daniel Oakley 
Carol-Anne Obusek 
Breanna Oliver 
Mila Osipov 
Maggie Ostwalt-Yantis 
Juan Pagan-Gonzalez 
Alexander Palumbo 
Bret Parker 
Zhanna Parker 
Lindsay Patterson 
Zuleima Perez 
Allison Petro 
Owen Phillips 
Paul Pradetto 
Kenneth Queen 
Ezmeralda Ramierz Rojas 
Melissa Ratcliff 
Jana Reeve 
Emma Renfrow 
Taylor Reynolds 
Olivia Richardson 
Brookie Rigsbee 
Jason Ringle 
William Roberts 
Rachel Roeth 
Gregorio Rosales Navarro 
Elijah Russell 
Kelsey Sampere 
Danielle Sanders 
Matthew Seaton 

Heather Shamblin 
James Small 
Diedre Smith 
Matthew Smith 
Meredith Smith 
Sheila Snyder 
Hannah Spence 
William Stillman 
Dylan Stinman 
Mark Storey 
Ashley Strickland 
Karl Strittmatter 
James Swaim 
Christopher Terry 
Anassa Thompson 
Robert Thorburn 
Rosalyn Tiamzon 
Kelly Tierney 
Sara Tinsley 
Matthew Tipton 
Laura Tutterow 
Jana Vargas Diaz 
Francis Vicere 
Emilie Vincitorio 
Logan Vosburg 
Matthew Wall 
Jarett Wayman 
Jack Weber 
Margaret Wheeler 
Shelby White 
Nicholas Wicker 
Hazel Wiley 
Jonathon Williams 
Rebecca Williams 
Matthew Wimberly 
Courtney Windsor 
Megan Winter 
Sydney Wohlfert 
Hannah Wolf 
Jia Xu 
Breanna Yeager 
Donatella Zoccolan 

 
Miscellaneous - Pursue amending 21 NCAC 08N .0307, CPA Firm Names, to allow more flexibility 
in CPA firm names.  
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