


THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF CERTIFIED PUBLIC 

ACCOUNTANT EXAMINERS 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

James E. Avent, Jr., #16850 
Respondent 
Case #C2021154 

TO THE ABOVE NAMED RECIPIENT: 

NOTICE OF APPARENT VIOLATION 
AND AGREEMENT TO CEASE THE 

USE OF THE CPA TITLE 

WHEREAS, the North Carolina State Board of Certified Public Accountant Examiners 
("Board") is authorized by N. C. Gen. Stat. § 93-12(16) to enforce the provisions of the North 
Carolina Certified Public Accountant Act (" Accountancy Act'') through actions for injunctive 
relief regarding "a single violation" of this Chapter; and, 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat. § 93-1, "A 'certified public accountant' is a 
person who holds a certificate as a certified public accountant issued to him under the provisions 
of this Chapter." 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat.§ 93-3, "It shall be unlawful for any person who 
has not received a certificate of qualification or not been granted a practice privilege under GS 
93-10 admitting the person to practice as a certified public accountant to assume or use such a
title, or to use any words, letters, abbreviations, symbols or other means of identification to
indicate that the person using same has been admitted to practice as a certified public
accountant."

WHEREAS, pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat.§ 93-6, "It shall be unlawful for any person to 
engage in the public practice of accountancy in this State who is not a holder of a certificate as a 
certified public accountant issued by the Board, unless such person uses the term 'accountant' 
and only the term 'accountant' in connection with his name on all reports, letters of transmittal, 
or advice, and on all stationery and documents used in connection with his services as an 
accountant, and refrains from the use in any manner of any other title or designation in such 
practice." 

WHEREAS, pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat.§ 93-13, "A violation of G.S. 93-3, 93-4, 93-5, 93-6, 
or 93-8 shall be a Class 1 misdemeanor." 

WHEREAS, James E. A vent, Jr. (hereinafter "Respondent'') has not been licensed as a CPA 
in North Carolina since September 23, 2013. 

WHEREAS, Respondent signed a Consent Order agreeing to voluntarily surrender his 
CPA license permanently and to "not offer or render services as a CPA or otherwise trade upon 
or use the CPA title in this State whether through CPA mobility provisions or substantial 
equivalency practice privileges or in any other manner. 



WHEREAS, Respondent Is the subject a,: a third-party complaint alleging that 
Respondent represented himself as a CPA to.the c6mplainant's father, resulting in his being 
identified as a CPA in the complainant's father's will, v'thich was executed on May 27, 2020, and 
that Respondent denies making such representation to complainant's father and further states 
that he had no role or part in drafting the will of compl,�inant's father and does not engage in the 
public practice of accountancy as a "CPA" or "Certifie� Public Accountant." 

WHEREAS, although removing references of CPA from his stationary, mailing 
envelopes, business cards, advertisements, and business website, Respondent acknowledges 
that the CPA designation was never removed from certain websites including Linkedln and 
Facebook. Although apparently unintentional, Respondent's use of the title "CPA" or "Certified 
Public Accountant" conveys the false impression that: he is authorized to use a title other than 
'accountant' when, in fact, he is not lawfully autl':iorized to use the title "certified public 
accountant" or "CPA" In this State. Such a repre.sentation is misleading and contrary to 
N.C.G.S. §93-1, §93-3, and §93-6.

., 

WHEREAS the Board believes that that the aforementioned action is contrary to the 
Accountancy Act and gives notice of the same. 

IT IS THEREFORE AGREED that: 

Respondent recognizes that, although unintentional, he is in violation of the 
Accountancy Act by failing to remove CPA designations from all websites including Linkedln 
and Facebook and agrees to refrain from using in any·manner the title "CPA" or "Certified Public 
Accountant" in the State of North Carolina and will reffain from engaging in the public practice of 
accountancy in the State of North Carolina as a "CPAu; or "Certified Public Accountant." 

 

The Board agrees that as long as Responden1: abides by the terms of this Agreement, it 
will not pursue civil relief pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat.'§ 93-12(16) or criminal charges pursuant 
to N. C. Gen. Stat. § 93-13. 

BY: 

BY: 

of Certified Public Accouni.ant Examiners 

Dav . Nance 
Executive Director 
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