
North Carolina State Board of Certified Public Accountant Examiners 

1101 Oberlin Road, Suite 104 • PO Box 12827 • Raleigh, NC 27605 • (919) 733-4222 • Fax (919) 733-4209 • nccpaboard.gov 

Public Session Agenda 
January 21, 2026 

10:00 a.m. 

I. Administrative Items
A. Call to Order

1. Conflict of Interest Disclosure: Under North Carolina General Statute
138A-15(e), every Board member must avoid conflicts of interest and the appearance
of conflicts. Does any Board member have a known conflict of interest or appearance
of conflict regarding any matter coming before the Board today? If so, please identify
the conflict or appearance of conflict and abstain from participating in that matter.

2. Hearing: Case Nos. C2025066 and C2025103 - Brian Douglas Henderson, #22176
3. Hearing: Rulemaking: Periodic Review of 21 NCAC 08, Certified Public Accountants

B. Welcome and Introduction of Guests
C. Approval of Agenda (ACTION)
D. Minutes (ACTION)
E. Financial/Budgetary Items

1. December 2025 Financial Statements (ACTION)

II. Legislative & Rulemaking Items
A. Social Security Number Verification (FYI)

III. National Organization Items
A. AICPA Exposure Draft, Proposed Revisions Related to Alternative Practice Structures (FYI)
B. NASBA Committee Updates (FYI)

IV. State & Local Organization Items
A. Update on the State Auditor’s Division of Accountability, Value, and Efficiency (FYI)

V. Committee Reports
A. Professional Standards Committee (ACTION)
B. Professional Education and Applications Committee (ACTION)
C. Investment Committee (ACTION)

VI. Executive Staff and Legal Counsel Report
A. Operational Metrics (FYI)
B. Executive Staff Report (FYI)

VII. Recognition of NC CPA Licensure Milestones

VIII. Public Comments

IX. Closed Session

X. Adjournment

REVISED 1-15-2026

http://www.nccpaboard.gov/


 

North Carolina State Board of Certified Public Accountant Examiners 
 

1101 Oberlin Road, Suite 104 • PO Box 12827 • Raleigh, NC 27605 • (919) 733-4222 • Fax (919) 733-4209 • nccpaboard.gov 

Public Hearing Agenda 
January 21, 2026 

 
 

I.  Administrative Items 
A. Call to Order 

 
II.  Hearing Testimony 

A. Case Nos. C2025066 and C2025103 - Brian Douglas Henderson, CPA No. 22176 

III.  Adjournment 

http://www.nccpaboard.gov/


NORTH CAROLINA BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF
WAKE COUNTY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT EXAMINERS 

 CASE #s:  C2025066 and C2025103 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
Brian Douglas Henderson, CPA, #22176 NOTICE OF HEARING 

Respondent 

The North Carolina State Board of Certified Public Accountant Examiners (“Board”) has received 
evidence which if admitted at hearing would show that: 

1. Brian Douglas Henderson, CPA (hereinafter “Respondent”), is the holder of North
Carolina certificate number 22176 as a Certified Public Accountant.

2. The Respondent is subject to the provisions of Chapter 93 of the North Carolina
General Statutes and Title 21, Chapter 08 of the North Carolina Administrative
Code, including the Rules of Professional Ethics and Conduct promulgated and
adopted therein.

3. In 2025, the Board started receiving complaints against the Respondent.  Those
complaints generally allege the same issue, namely, that the Respondent had
received prepayment from his clients to perform services.  The Respondent later
was unable to perform those services but did not repay all of his clients for the
prepayments that he had received.

4. In response to the first two complaints, the Respondent pointed to circumstances
beyond his control as the reason that he was unable to render services to his client.
Foremost among those circumstances was that Hurricane Helene had flooded his
offices in Asheville and he was forced to relocate to Concord.

5. The Respondent refunded the complainants their money and the Board closed
those matters with a letter of warning informing the Respondent that if it receives
evidence of similar activity in the future, it could proceed in light of the fact that
he had been previously warned.

Case #C2025066 

6. One of the Respondent’s clients (“C2025066 Complainant”) filed a complaint with
the Board alleging that the Respondent had been unresponsive in regard to the
filing of her 2022 taxes.  He did not file her 2023 taxes.  She had prepaid the
Respondent for the preparation of her 2023 taxes, but the Respondent had not
refunded that money.

7. On April 28, 2025, the Board staff mailed a copy of the complaint to the
Respondent for a response.  The complaint was mailed to the Respondent’s new
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Brian Douglas Henderson, CPA 

address in Concord that he had provided to the Board (“Concord Address”). The 
response was due on May 19, 2025.   
 

8. The Respondent did not reply by the May 19, 2025, due date. 
 

9. On May 30, 2025, the Board staff forwarded the complaint via email to the 
Respondent.  The email address was the one provided by the Respondent to the 
Board and was an email address through which the Board staff had previously 
successfully communicated to the Respondent (“Email Address”).  The email had 
a June 13, 2025, due date. 
 

10. The Respondent did not respond by the June 13, 2025, due date.  On July 15, 2025, 
the Board staff sent a follow-up email to the Respondent.  On July 18, 2025, the 
Respondent replied that he would communicate with the C2025066 Complainant 
and send her a check as soon as she told him the outstanding amount owed. 
 

11. On August 14, 2025, the C2025066 Complainant informed the Board staff that the 
Respondent had asked about the amount owed, but had never sent payment.  On 
August 15, 2025, the Board staff sent a communication to the Respondent’s Email 
Address, but has not received a response. 

 
Case #C2025103 

12. On July 4, 2025, the Board received a complaint from another of the Respondent’s 
clients (“C2025103 Complainant”).  The C2025103 Complainant alleged that the 
Respondent had placed her on a prepayment plan in 2023.  She was later informed 
that the Respondent would not be able to prepare her 2024 taxes and that she 
should find another accountant.  On several occasions, she requested a refund of 
her prepayment but did not receive a response or a refund. 
 

13. On July 8, 2025, the Board staff mailed a copy of the complaint to the Respondent 
at his Concord Address and requested a response.  The response was due on July 
22, 2025.   
 

14. The Respondent did not reply by the July 22, 2025, due date. 
 
15. On July 24, 2025, the Board staff forwarded the complaint to the Respondent’s 

Email Address requesting a response to the complaint.  The email had an August 
7, 2025, due date. 

 
16. The Respondent did not reply by the August 7, 2025, due date. 
 
17. The Board staff subsequently sent two letters to the Respondent via certified mail 

to his Concord Address.  The Respondent did not respond to those certified letters. 
 

18. If proven at a hearing pursuant to the North Carolina Administrative Procedure 
Act, the Respondent’s actions as set out above constitute violations of 21 NCAC 
.0212 (Competence) and .0206 (Response to Board Inquiry).  
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The discipline which the Board may impose on the Respondent for violation of the aforementioned 
statutes and rules includes censure, revocation of license for a period of time, or permanent 
revocation.  In addition, the Board may impose civil penalties of up to $1,000 per infraction.  
 
Pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat. § 150B-38, the Respondent is entitled to a public hearing on this 
matter.  This notice is to advise the Respondent, Brian Douglas Henderson, CPA, that, unless this 
matter is resolved by consent, the Board will hear this matter in the Board offices at 1101 Oberlin 
Road in Raleigh on January 21, 2026, at 10:00 a.m.  If the Respondent is not present, a decision 
may be reached in his absence, and the Respondent may be deemed to have waived his right to a 
hearing. 
 
Pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat. § 150B-40(d), the Respondent may not communicate regarding this 
matter, directly or indirectly, with any individual member of the Board. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF CERTIFIED 
 PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT EXAMINERS 

 BY:  
Chair, Professional Standards Committee 

 
 
 



 
 

North Carolina State Board of Certified Public Accountant Examiners 

1101 Oberlin Road, Suite 104 • PO Box 12827 • Raleigh NC 27605 • (919) 733-4222 • Fax (919) 733-4209 • nccpaboard.gov 

 

Public Rulemaking Hearing 
January 21, 2026 

10:00 a.m. 
Raleigh, NC 

 
I. Administrative Items 

A. Call to Order 
B. Conflict of Interest 
C. Acknowledgement of Notice 

II. Proposed Rules 

III. Public Comments  
A. Oral Testimony 
B. Written Testimony 

IV. Adjournment 



NOTICE OF TEXT
[Authority G.S. 150B-21.2(c)]

OAH USE ONLY

VOLUME: 

ISSUE: 

Notice of Text 0300 – 05/2019

CHECK APPROPRIATE BOX:

X Notice with a scheduled hearing
_ Notice without a scheduled hearing
_ Republication of text.  Complete the following cite for the volume and issue of previous publication, as well as 

blocks 1 - 4 and 7 - 14.  If a hearing is scheduled, complete block 5.  
Previous publication of text was published in Volume:   Issue: 

1. Rule-Making Agency: Board of Certified Public Accountant Examiners

2. Link to agency website pursuant to G.S. 150B-19.1(c): https://nccpaboard.gov/

3. Proposed Action -- Check the appropriate box(es) and list rule citation(s) beside proposed action:

X  ADOPTION:  21 NCAC 08F .0411, .0505; 08J .0113; 08N .0216, .0310

_  AMENDMENT:  

_  REPEAL:  

X  READOPTION with substantive changes:  21 NCAC 08A .0102-.0103, .0301, .0307; 08B .0101-.0102, .0104-.0105, .0202, 
.0304, .0307, .0501-.0503, .0507; 08C .0104, .0116, .0118, .0121, .0126; 08F .0101, .0103, .0107, .0113, .0302, .0401, .0409-.0410, 
.0502, .0504; 08G .0401, .0403, .0406, .0409; 08H .0101-.0102, .0104; 08I .0101-.0102, .0105; 08J .0101, .0105-.0112; 08K .0104, 
.0201, .0301; 08M .0105-.0106; 08N .0203, .0302, .0305-.0307, .0401-.0402, .0411
X  READOPTION without substantive changes:  21 NCAC 08A .0101, .0203, .0308-.0310; 08B .0508; 08C .0103, .0105, .0107-
.0111, .0114-.0115, .0122-.0125; 08F .0102, .0105-.0106, .0111, .0303; 08G .0404; 08I .0104; 08K .0105; 08M .0107; 08N .0101-
.0103, .0201-.0202, .0204-.0209, .0211-.0215, .0303-.0304, .0308-.0309, .0403-.0406, .0408-.0410

X  REPEAL through READOPTION:  21 NCAC 08A .0201; 08N .0301, .0412

4. Proposed effective date: 05/01/2026
5.  Is a public hearing planned?  Yes
         If yes:    

Date Time Location
01/21/2026 10:00 am 1101 Oberlin Road, Raleigh, NC  27605

6.  If no public hearing is scheduled, provide instructions on how to demand a public hearing: 

40

12

Filed Nov 18, 2025 Office of Administrative Hearings



Notice of Text 0300 – 05/2019

7. Explain Reason For Proposed Rule(s): 
Readoption per periodic rule process:

Rules being adopted are to address the need for a rule to address forms used by the Board or where the Board is moving a previous 
rule into its proper categorization
Rules being repealed are due to lack of need for the rule or that the repeal of the rule is due to it moving to its proper categorization
Rules with substantive changes are addressing issues due to the wrong statutory reference, clean-up in accordance to the OAH style 
guide, or update to the rules based on changes that have occurred in the profession
Rules without substantive changes are current and reflect the state of the profession

8. Procedure for Subjecting a Proposed Rule to Legislative Review: If an objection is not resolved prior to the adoption of the 
rule, a person may also submit written objections to the Rules Review Commission. If the Rules Review Commission receives 
written and signed objections in accordance with G.S. 150B-21.3(b2) from 10 or more persons clearly requesting review by the 
legislature and the Rules Review Commission approves the rule, the rule will become effective as provided in G.S. 150B-21.3(b1). 
The Commission will receive written objections until 5:00 p.m. on the day following the day the Commission approves the rule. The 
Commission will receive those objections by mail, delivery service, hand delivery, or email. If you have any further questions 
concerning the submission of objections to the Commission, please call a Commission staff attorney at 984-236-1850.

  Rule(s) is automatically subject to legislative review.  Cite statutory reference:  

9. The person to whom written comments may be submitted on the proposed rule(s):
Name: David R Nance
Address: 1101 Oberlin Rd

Raleigh, NC 27605
Phone (optional): 919-733-4215
Fax (optional):
EMail (optional) dnance@nccpaboard.gov

Please note in the subject line of any email sent that it pertains to written comments on the Board's proposed 
rules

10. Comment Period Ends: 02/13/2026 

11. Fiscal impact. Does any rule or combination of rules in this notice create an economic impact? Check all that apply.

No fiscal note required

12. Rule-making Coordinator: 

Name: Felecia F. Ashe
919-733-4223
feleciaa@nccpaboard.gov

Agency contact, if any: 

Name: David R Nance
Phone: 919-733-4215
Email: dnance@nccpaboard.gov

13.  The Agency formally proposed the text of 
this rule(s) on

Date:  11/18/2025
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1 21 NCAC 08A .0102 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08A .0102 ADDRESS AND PHONE NUMBER ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, AND 

4 WEBSITE

5 The Board's physical address is Suite 104, 1101 Oberlin Road, Raleigh, North Carolina 27605.  The mailing address 

6 is Post Office Box 12827, Raleigh, North Carolina 27605-2827.  The telephone number is (919) 733-4222.  The 

7 Board’s website is https://nccpaboard.gov.

8
9 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3);

10 Eff. February 1, 1976;

11 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

12 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989; April 1, 1987; October 1, 1984; April 1, 1982;

13 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

14 2014. 2014;

15 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08A .0103 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08A .0103 OFFICE HOURS

4 The office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. The office is closed on recognized state holidays.

5

6 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3); 150B-11(1);

7 Eff. February 1, 1976;

8 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

9 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989; October 1, 1984;

10 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

11 2014. 2014;

12 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08A .0201 is proposed for repeal through readoption as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08A .0201 ELECTION OF OFFICERS

4

5 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12;

6 Eff. February 1, 1976;

7 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

8 Amended Eff. April 1, 2003; May 1, 1989; June 1, 1985; October 1, 1984;

9 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

10 2014. 2014;

11 Repealed Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08A .0301 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08A .0301 DEFINITIONS

4 (a)  The definitions set out in G.S. 93-1(a) apply when those defined terms are used in this Chapter.

5 (b)  In addition to the definitions set out in G.S. 93-1(a), the following definitions apply when these terms are used in 

6 this Chapter:

7 (1) "Active," when used to refer to the status of a person, describes a person who possesses a North 

8 Carolina certificate of qualification and who has not otherwise been granted inactive or CPA-retired 

9 status;

10 (2) "Agreed-upon procedures" means a professional service whereby a CPA is engaged to issue a report 

11 of findings based on specific procedures performed on identified subject matter;

12 (3) "AICPA" means the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants;

13 (4) "Applicant" means a person who has applied to take the CPA examination or applied for a certificate 

14 of qualification;

15 (5) "Attest service" means a professional service whereby a CPA in the practice of public accounting is 

16 engaged to issue or does issue:

17 (A) any audit or engagement to be performed in accordance with the Statements on Auditing 

18 Standards, Statements on Generally Accepted Governmental Auditing Standards, Public 

19 Company Accounting Oversight Board Auditing Standards, and International Standards on 

20 Auditing;

21 (B) any review engagement to be performed in accordance with the Statements on Standards 

22 for Accounting and Review Services;

23 (C) any compilation engagement to be performed in accordance with the Statements on 

24 Standards for Accounting and Review Services; or

25 (D) any engagement to be performed in accordance with the Statements on Standards for 

26 Attestation Engagements;

27 (6) "Audit" means a professional service whereby a CPA is engaged to examine financial statements, 

28 items, accounts, or elements of a financial statement prepared by management, in order to express 

29 an opinion on whether the financial statements, items, accounts, or elements of a financial statement 

30 are presented in conformity with an applicable reporting framework, that enhances the degree of 

31 confidence that intended users can place on the financial statements, items, accounts, or elements of 

32 a financial statement;

33 (7) "Calendar year" means the 12 months beginning January 1 and ending December 31;

34 (8) "Candidate" means a person whose application to take the CPA examination has been accepted by 

35 the Board and who may sit for the CPA examination;

36 (9) "Client" means a person or an entity who orally or in writing agrees with a licensee to receive any 

37 professional services performed or delivered;
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1 (10) "Commission" means compensation, except a referral fee, for recommending or referring any 

2 product or service to be supplied by another person;

3 (11) "Compilation" means a professional service whereby a CPA is engaged to present, in the form of 

4 financial statements, information that is the representation of management without undertaking to 

5 express expressing any assurance on the statements;

6 (12) "Contingent fee" means a fee established for the performance of any service pursuant to an 

7 arrangement in which no fee will be charged unless a specified finding or result is attained, or in 

8 which the amount of the fee is otherwise dependent upon the finding or result of such service;

9 (13) "CPA" means certified public accountant;

10 (14) "CPA firm" means a sole proprietorship, a partnership, a professional corporation, a professional 

11 limited liability company, or a registered limited liability partnership that uses certified public 

12 accountant(s) or CPA(s) in or with its name or offers to or renders any attest services in the public 

13 practice of accountancy; an entity that is registered with the Board pursuant to Rule 08J .0108 of 

14 this Chapter or practices in the State by exercising the practice privilege as set forth by G.S. 93-10;

15 (15) "CPE" means continuing professional education;

16 (16) "Disciplinary action" means revocation, suspension of, or refusal to grant a certificate, or the 

17 imposition of a reprimand, probation, constructive comment, or any other penalty or condition;

18 (17) "FASB" means the Financial Accounting Standards Board;

19 (18) "Firm network" means an association of entities that includes one or more firms that cooperate for 

20 the purpose of enhancing the firms' capabilities to provide professional services and share one or 

21 more of the following characteristics:

22 (A) the use of a common brand name, including initials, as part of the firm name;

23 (B) common control among the firms through ownership, management, or other means;

24 (C) profits or costs, excluding costs of operating the association; costs of developing audit 

25 methodologies, manuals, and training courses; and other costs that are immaterial to the 

26 firm;

27 (D) common business strategy that involves ongoing collaboration amongst the firms whereby 

28 the firms are responsible for implementing the association's strategy and are accountable 

29 for performance pursuant to that strategy;

30 (E) significant part of professional resources; or

31 (F) common quality control policies and procedures that firms are required to implement and 

32 that are monitored by the association;

33 (19) "GASB" means the Governmental Accounting Standards Board;

34 (20) "Inactive," when used to refer to the status of a person, describes a person who has requested inactive 

35 status and has been approved by the Board and who does not use the title certified public accountant, 

36 nor does he or she allow anyone to refer to him or her as a certified public accountant, and neither 
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1 he nor she nor anyone else refers to him or her in any representation as described in Rule .0308(b) 

2 of this Section;

3 (21) "IRS" means the Internal Revenue Service;

4 (22) "Jurisdiction" means any state or territory of the United States or the District of Columbia;

5 (23) "License year" means the 12 months beginning July 1 and ending June 30;

6 (24) "Member of a CPA firm" means any CPA who has an equity ownership interest in a CPA firm;

7 (25) "NASBA" means the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy;

8 (26) "NCACPA" means the North Carolina Association of Certified Public Accountants;

9 (27) "North Carolina office" means any office physically located in North Carolina;

10 (28) "Person" means any natural person, corporation, partnership, professional limited liability company, 

11 registered limited liability partnership, unincorporated association, or other entity;

12 (29) "Professional" means arising out of or related to the particular knowledge or skills associated with 

13 CPAs;

14 (30) "Referral fee" means compensation for recommending or referring any service of a CPA to any 

15 person;

16 (31) "Revenue Department" means the North Carolina Department of Revenue;

17 (32) "Review" means a professional service whereby a CPA is engaged to perform procedures, limited 

18 to analytical procedures and inquiries, to obtain a reasonable basis for expressing limited assurance 

19 on whether any material modifications should be made to the financial statements for them to be in 

20 conformity with generally accepted accounting principles or other comprehensive basis of 

21 accounting;

22 (33) "Reviewer" means a member of a review team including the review team captain;

23 (34) "Suspension" means a revocation of a certificate for a specified period of time. A CPA may be 

24 reinstated after a specific period of time if the CPA has met all conditions imposed by the Board at 

25 the time of suspension;

26 (35) "Trade name" means a name used to designate a business enterprise;

27 (36)(35) "Work papers" mean the CPA's records of the procedures applied, the tests performed, the 

28 information obtained, and the conclusions reached in attest services, tax services, consulting 

29 services, special report services, or other engagements. Work papers include programs used to 

30 perform professional services, analyses, memoranda, letters of confirmation and representation, 

31 checklists, copies or abstracts of company documents, and schedules of commentaries prepared or 

32 obtained by the CPA. The forms include handwritten, typed, printed, word processed, photocopied, 

33 photographed, and computerized data, or in any other form of letters, words, pictures, sounds, or 

34 symbols; and

35 (37) "Work product" means the end result of the engagement for the client that may include a tax return, 

36 attest or assurance report, consulting report, or financial plan. The forms include handwritten, typed, 
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1 printed, word processed, photocopied, photographed, and computerized data, or in any other form 

2 of letters, words, pictures, sounds, or symbols.

3 (c)  Any requirement to comply by a specific date to the Board that falls on a weekend or federal holiday shall be 

4 received as in compliance if postmarked by U.S. Postal Service cancellation by that date, if received by a private 

5 delivery service by that date, or received in the Board office on the next business day.

6

7 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-1; 93-12; 93-12(3);

8 Eff. February 1, 1976;

9 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

10 Amended Eff. January 1, 2014; February 1, 2011; January 1, 2006; January 1, 2004; April 1, 1999; 

11 August 1, 1998; February 1, 1996; April 1, 1994; September 1, 1992;

12 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

13 Amended Eff. May 1, 2017. 2017;

14 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08A .0307 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08A .0307 PUBLIC PRACTICE OF ACCOUNTANCY OR ACCOUNTING

4 (a)  A person is engaged in the "public practice of accountancy" who:

5 (1) holds himself or herself out to the public as a certified public accountant or an accountant; and

6 (2) in consideration of compensation received or to be received, offers to perform or does perform for 

7 other persons services that involve:

8 (A) preparing, auditing, or verifying financial transactions, books, accounts, or records; 

9 (B) preparing, verifying or certifying financial, accounting, and related statements intended for 

10 publication, including preparing tax returns;

11 (C) rendering professional services or assistance in or about any and all matters of principle or 

12 detail relating to accounting procedure and systems; or

13 (D) recording, presenting or certifying, and interpreting such service (including tax, consulting 

14 or management advisory services) through statements and reports.

15 (b)  Services, as described in Subparagraph (a)(2) of this Rule, may be performed on a full-time, part-time or temporary 

16 basis in the various accounting fields, including public accounting, governmental or other not-for-profit accounting, 

17 industrial, commercial or financial accounting, taxation and tax-related matters, or accounting education. matters.

18

19 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-1; G.S. 93-1(a)(5);93-12;

20 Eff. October 1, 1984;

21 Amended Eff. April 1, 1994; March 1, 1990;

22 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

23 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08B .0101 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08B .0101 PETITIONS

4 Any person wishing to submit a petition requesting the adoption, amendment or repeal of a rule by the Board shall 

5 address a petition to the Board's Executive Director, as at the address as set forth in 21 NCAC 8A .0102. 21 NCAC 

6 08A .0102.

7

8 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-11(1); 150B-16; 150B-20;

9 Eff. February 1, 1976;

10 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

11 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989; July 1, 1987; October 1, 1984; April 1, 1982;

12 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

13 2014. 2014;

14 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08B .0102 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08B .0102 CONTENTS OF PETITION FOR NEW RULE

4 A petition requesting the adoption of a rule should contain the following information:

5 (1) either a draft of the proposed rule or a summary of the contents of the proposed rule;

6 (2) reason for the proposal;

7 (3) effect of the new rule on existing rules;

8 (4) data supporting the rule proposal;

9 (5) effects of the rule on existing practices in the area involved; and

10 (6) name, address and phone number of each petitioner.

11

12 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-11(1); 150B-16; 150B-20;

13 Eff. February 1, 1976;

14 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

15 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989;

16 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

17 2014. 2014;

18 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.



1 of 1

1 21 NCAC 08B .0104 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08B .0104 CONTENTS OF PETITIONS FOR RULE AMENDMENT OR REPEAL

4 A petition requesting the amendment or repeal of a rule should contain the following information:

5 (1) rule affected;

6 (2) reasons for change;

7 (3) either a draft of the proposed amendment or a summary of the proposed amendment, if the petition 

8 is to amend the rule;

9 (4) data supporting the rule proposal;

10 (5) effect of the proposed change on existing practices in the area involved; and

11 (6) name and address of each petitioner. name, address and phone number of each petitioner.

12

13 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-11(1); 150B-16; 150B-20;

14 Eff. February 1, 1976;

15 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

16 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989;

17 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

18 2014. 2014;

19 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08B .0105 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08B .0105 GRANTING OR DENYING PETITIONS

4 The Executive Director of the Board shall make a recommendation to a committee of the Board and the committee 

5 shall recommend to the full Board, based on a study of the facts stated in the petition, whether the public interest will 

6 be better served by granting or denying the petition.  The Board will consider all the contents of the submitted petition 

7 plus any additional information deemed relevant.

8

9 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-11(1); 150B-16; 150B-20;

10 Eff. February 1, 1976;

11 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

12 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989; July 1, 1987; June 1, 1985;

13 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

14 2014. 2014;

15 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08B .0202 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08B .0202 MAILING LIST

4 (a)  Persons or agencies desiring to be placed on the mailing list for the Board's rule-making notices issued pursuant 

5 to G.S. 150B-21.2 may file a request in writing, furnishing their name and mailing address to the Executive Director 

6 of the Board, at the address set forth in 21 NCAC 8A .0102. 21 NCAC 08A. 0102.

7 (b)  The request shall state the subject areas within the authority of the agency for which notice is requested.

8

9 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-21.2;

10 Eff. February 1, 1976;

11 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

12 Amended Eff. April 1, 1994; May 1, 1989; April 1, 1987; October 1, 1984;

13 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

14 2014. 2014;

15 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08B .0304 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08B .0304 ORAL PRESENTATION

4 Upon receipt of a request to make an oral presentation at a rule-making hearing, the Executive Director will 

5 acknowledge receipt of the request and inform the person making the request of any limitations deemed necessary to 

6 achieve a full and effective public hearing on the proposed rule.

7

8 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-11(1); 150B-12(e); 150B-16; 150B-21.2;

9 Eff. February 1, 1976;

10 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

11 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989; June 1, 1985;

12 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

13 2014. 2014;

14 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08B .0307 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08B .0307 CONTROL OF RULE-MAKING HEARINGS

4 (a)  The presiding officer of a rule-making hearing shall have complete control of the proceedings including the 

5 following:

6 (1) extension of any deadlines,

7 (2) rescheduling a hearing time, as announced at the published hearing, and continuation of any hearing,

8 (3) limitations for individual presentations,

9 (4) recognition of speakers, and

10 (5) direction of the flow of discussion and the management of the hearing.

11 (b)  The presiding officer at all times shall take care that each person participating in the hearing is given a fair 

12 opportunity to present views, data and comments.

13

14 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-11(1); 150B-12(d); 150B-21.2;

15 Eff. February 1, 1976;

16 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

17 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989;

18 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

19 2014. 2014;

20 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08B .0501 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08B .0501 REQUEST FOR DECLARATORY RULING

4 Any person aggrieved, as defined in G.S. 150B-2(6), by a statute administered or rule promulgated by the Board may 

5 request a declaratory ruling as to how the statute or rule applies to a given factual situation or whether a particular 

6 Board rule is valid.  All requests for declaratory rulings shall be in writing and mailed to the Board at its address, as 

7 at the address as set forth in 21 NCAC 8A .0102. 21 NCAC 08A .0102.

8

9 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-17; 150B-4;

10 Eff. February 1, 1976;

11 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

12 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989; October 1, 1984; April 1, 1982;

13 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

14 2014. 2014;

15 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08B .0502 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08B .0502 CONTENTS OF REQUEST

4 All requests for a declaratory ruling must include the following information:

5 (1) name and address of petitioner; name, address, and phone number of each petitioner;

6 (2) statute or rule to which the petition relates;

7 (3) concise statement of the manner in which the petitioner is aggrieved, as defined in G.S. 150B-2(6), 

8 or thinks that he or she may be injured by the rule or statute and its application to him or her; and

9 (4) statement of whether an oral hearing is desired and if so the reasons for such an oral hearing.

10

11 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-4;

12 Eff. February 1, 1976;

13 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

14 Amended Eff. April 1, 1994; June 1, 1985;

15 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

16 2014. 2014;

17 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08B .0503 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08B .0503 REFUSAL TO ISSUE DECLARATORY RULING

4 Whenever the Board believes for good reason that issuing a declaratory ruling is undesirable, it may refuse to do so. 

5 The Board will notify the petitioner in writing of its reasons for refusing to issue a declaratory ruling.

6

7 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-11(1); 150B-17; 150B-4;

8 Eff. February 1, 1976;

9 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

10 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989;

11 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

12 2014. 2014;

13 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08B .0507 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08B .0507 CIRCUMSTANCES

4 As a general rule the Board will issue a declaratory ruling except:

5 (1) when the subject of a requested declaratory ruling is also the subject of a lawsuit pending in a court 

6 of this state or a federal court;

7 (2) when the facts presented in the request were considered at a rule-making hearing; or

8 (3) in other special circumstances. circumstances, as determined by the Board.

9

10 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-17; 150B-4;

11 Eff. February 1, 1976;

12 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

13 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989;

14 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

15 2014. 2014;

16 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08C .0104 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08C .0104 WRITTEN PETITION FOR INTERVENTION

4 A person desiring to intervene in a contested case must file a written petition with the Board at its address set at the 

5 address as set forth in 21 NCAC 8A .0102. 21 NCAC 08A .0102.  A petition to intervene shall be filed in accordance 

6 with G.S. 1A-1, Rule 24.

7

8 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-38;

9 Eff. May 1, 1989;

10 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

11 2014. 2014;

12 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08C .0116 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08C .0116 NOTICE OF PRE-HEARING CONFERENCE

4 Notice of a pre-hearing conference in a contested case will be given in the notice of hearing for the case or, if the 

5 decision to hold a pre-hearing conference is made after the notice of hearing has been sent, in a subsequent notice.

6

7 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-11(1); 150B-38;

8 Eff. May 1, 1989;

9 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

10 2014. 2014;

11 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08C .0118 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08C .0118 CONTINUANCES

4 A continuance of a pre-hearing conference will be granted to a party only under compelling circumstances, especially 

5 when a continuance has been previously requested by and granted to the party.  Under no circumstances is the Board 

6 required to grant continuances.

7

8 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-11(1); 150B-38;

9 Eff. May 1, 1989;

10 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

11 2014. 2014;

12 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08C .0121 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08C .0121 SERVICE OF SUBPOENAS

4 (a)  Subpoenas shall be served as the officer issuing the subpoenas shall direct and as may be appropriate to the 

5 circumstances of the case.  The Executive Director, Board counsel, or staff member designated by the Executive 

6 Director may serve subpoenas on behalf of the Board pursuant to G.S. 1A-1, Rule 45(e).

7 (b)  Subpoenas shall be issued in duplicate with a "Return of Service" form attached to each copy. and contain a Return 

8 of Service.  The Return of Service shall be the same as that found in the Subpoena and Return of Service forms 

9 provided by the North Carolina Administrative Office of the Courts.  The person serving the subpoena shall fill out 

10 the attached "Return of Service" Return of Service form for each copy and promptly return one copy of the subpoena 

11 and containing the completed "Return of Service" Return of Service form to the Board office.

12

13 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-39;

14 Eff. May 1, 1989;

15 Amended Eff. March 1, 1990;

16 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

17 2014. 2014;

18 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08C .0126 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08C .0126 HEARING EXHIBITS

4 (a)  The Board staff shall serve upon the Respondent copies of documents it plans to offer as evidence at a contested 

5 case hearing at least 14 10 business days prior to the scheduled hearing.

6 (b)  Respondent shall likewise serve upon the Board staff copies of documents Respondent plans to offer as evidence 

7 at the hearing at least 14 10 business days prior to the scheduled hearing.

8 (c)  Additional exhibits may be introduced by the Board staff or Respondent and admitted into evidence at the hearing 

9 if the presiding officer determines that the document(s) were not otherwise available to the party 14 business days 

10 prior to the hearing or the documents(s) are offered in response to documents served by the other party. A party may 

11 object to the admission of evidence that was not timely served in accordance with this Rule.  The objecting party must 

12 show that it was prejudiced by a violation of this Rule.  Upon a valid objection, the presiding officer may refuse to 

13 admit the evidence, continue the hearing to a future date, or take other action within the presiding officer’s discretion.

14 (d)  Respondents shall supply at the hearing 16 copies of any document(s) that is of this Rule was not served upon the 

15 Board staff in advance as prescribed in Paragraph (b) of this Rule.

16

17 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12; 150B-41;

18 Eff. February 1, 2011;

19 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

20 2014. 2014;

21 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0101 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0101 TIME AND PLACE OF CPA EXAMINATIONS

4 (a)  The Board shall offer the CPA examination through the examination vendors(s), who have contracted with 

5 NASBA, at least eight months in a through out the calendar year.

6 (b)  The months the CPA Examination is administered are determined by the examination vendor(s).

7 (c)  The examination vendor(s) shall provide examination applicants with computer access to at the testing centers for 

8 the CPA examination. 

9

10 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3); 93-12(4);

11 Eff. February 1, 1976;

12 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

13 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; January 1, 2004; May 1, 1989;

14 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

15 2014. 2014;

16 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0103 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0103 FILING OF EXAMINATION APPLICATIONS AND FEES

4 (a)  All applications for CPA examinations shall be filed with the Board and accompanied by the examination fee. 

5 fees. The Board sets the fee fees for each examination at the amount that enables the Board to recover its actual costs 

6 of examination services. If a check or credit card authorization fails to clear the bank, the application shall be deemed 

7 incomplete and returned. CPA examination applications and fee information are on the Board's website at 

8 nccpaboard.gov and may be requested from the Board.

9 (b)  The initial application filed to take the examination shall include supporting documentation demonstrating that all 

10 legal requirements have been met, including:

11 (1) minimum legal age;

12 (2) education; and

13 (3) good moral character.

14 (c)  In addition, any person born outside the United States shall furnish to the Board office:

15 (1) evidence of citizenship; or

16 (2) evidence of resident alien status; or

17 (3) other bona fide evidence that the applicant is legally allowed to remain in the United States; or

18 (4) a notarized affidavit of intention to become a U.S. citizen; or

19 (5) evidence that the applicant is a citizen of a foreign jurisdiction that extends to citizens of this State 

20 like or similar privileges to be examined.

21 (d)  Education and satisfaction of degree requirements shall be proven by submission of either original official 

22 transcripts, not photocopies, signed by the college registrar and bearing the college seal or by electronic delivery of 

23 official transcripts directly from the college registrar or through the institution's chosen provider. Official transcripts 

24 shall show the grades the applicant received on courses completed and shall also show degree(s) awarded.  A letter 

25 from the college registrar of the school may be filed as documentation that the applicant has met the graduation 

26 requirements if the degree has not been awarded and posted to the transcript. No examination grades shall be released 

27 until an official transcript is filed with the Board confirming the education requirement as stated in the college 

28 registrar's letter.

29 (e)  Applicants for re-examination shall not re-submit be required to resubmit official transcripts, additional statements, 

30 or affidavits regarding education.

31 (f)  To document good moral character as required by G.S. 93-12(5), three persons not related by blood or marriage 

32 to the applicant shall sign the application certifying the good moral character of the applicant and the Board shall 

33 conduct a background check of the applicant including a check of criminal records.

34 (g)  An applicant shall include as part of any application for the CPA examination a statement of explanation and a 

35 certified copy of the final disposition if the applicant has been arrested, charged, convicted or found guilty of, received 

36 a prayer for judgment continued, or pleaded nolo contendere to any criminal offense. An applicant shall not be required 

37 to disclose any arrest, charge, or conviction that has been expunged by a court.
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1 (h)  If an applicant has been denied any license by any state or federal agency, the applicant shall include as part of 

2 the application for the CPA examination a statement explaining such denial. An applicant shall include a statement of 

3 explanation and a certified copy of applicable license records if the applicant has been registered with or licensed by 

4 a state or federal agency and has been disciplined by that agency.

5 (i)  An applicant shall submit one photograph or digital image as part of the application for the CPA examination. The 

6 photograph or digital image shall be of the applicant alone, front view, full face, taken in normal street attire without 

7 a hat or dark glasses, with a plain light background, and taken within the last six months. The photograph or digital 

8 image may be in black and white or in color. Retouched photographs or digital images shall not be accepted. If 

9 submitting a photograph, applicants shall write their names on the back of their photograph, with the photograph two 

10 by two inches in size.

11 (j)  If an applicant's name has legally changed and is different from the name on any transcript or other document 

12 supplied to the Board, the applicant shall furnish copies of the documents legally authorizing the name change.

13 (k)  Candidates shall file initial and re-exam applications to sit for the CPA examination on forms provided by the 

14 Board.

15 (l)  Examination fees are valid for a six-month period from the date of the applicant's notice to schedule for the 

16 examination from the examination vendor.

17 (m)  No application for examination shall be considered while the applicant is serving a sentence for any criminal 

18 offense. Serving a sentence includes incarceration, probation (supervised or unsupervised), supervised probation, 

19 parole, or conditionally suspended sentence, any of which are imposed as a result of having been convicted or having 

20 pled to a criminal charge.

21

22 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-2; 93-10; 93-12(3); 93-12(4); 93-12(5); 93-12(7);

23 Eff. February 1, 1976;

24 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

25 Amended Eff. January 1, 2014; February 1, 2011; January 1, 2006; January 1, 2004; August 1, 

26 1998; February 1, 1996; April 1, 1994; March 1, 1990; May 1, 1989;

27 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

28 Amended Eff. September 1, 2023; February 1, 2018. 2018;

29 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0107 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0107 COMMUNICATION OF RESULTS OF CPA EXAMINATIONS

4 (a)  The Board shall communicate to candidates in writing the result achieved in each of their examinations. NASBA 

5 notifies candidates once their score(s) are finalized and the results are available for review. Grades awarded to 

6 candidates shall not be released to third parties except by written consent of the candidate.

7 (b)  In no event shall any information concerning answers of candidates be given to anyone other than the candidate.

8 (c)  Examination grades shall be mailed to the candidates upon receipt by the Board.

9

10 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(2); 93-12(3);

11 Eff. February 1, 1976;

12 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

13 Amended Eff. January 1, 2006; April 1, 1999; April 1, 1994; May 1, 1989; December 1, 1987; June 

14 1, 1985;

15 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

16 2014. 2014;

17 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0113 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0113 CANDIDATE'S REQUEST TO REVIEW CPA EXAMINATION

4 The Board may shall allow a North Carolina candidate candidates pursuant to G.S. 93B-(8) G.S. 93B-8 to have the 

5 privilege to review his or her their CPA Examination within 60 days after the release of the grades in question. 

6 examination. The candidate must make the request for the review within 60 days after the release of the grades in 

7 question.

8

9 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3);

10 Eff. August 1, 1995;

11 Amended Eff. January 1, 2004;

12 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

13 2014. 2014;

14 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0302 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0302 EDUCATION AND WORK EXPERIENCE REQUIRED PRIOR TO CPA EXAM

4 (a)  Applicants who intend to demonstrate their possession of sufficient education to become a CPA by showing that 

5 they possess a bachelor's degree shall submit official transcripts with their application to take the CPA examination.  

6 Official transcripts shall show the grades the applicant received on courses completed and shall also show degrees 

7 awarded.  An official transcript bears the seal of the school and the signature of the registrar or assistant registrar.

8 (b)  The Board may approve an application to take the CPA examination prior to the applicant’s obtaining the 

9 concentration of accounting or the receipt of a bachelor's degree, if:

10 (1) the concentration in accounting that shall be included in or supplement the bachelor's degree is 

11 already complete or is reasonably expected to be completed by the end of the school term within 

12 which the examination falls; and

13 (2) an applicant reasonably expects to receive the bachelor's degree within 120 days after the application 

14 is received approved by the Board. However, if the applicant fails to receive the degree within the 

15 specified time, the CPA examination grades shall not be released and if the applicant wishes to 

16 retake the examination, the applicant shall reapply.

17

18 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3); 93-12(5);

19 Eff. February 1, 1976;

20 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

21 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; August 1, 1998; April 1, 1994; May 1, 1989; September 1, 1988; 

22 April 1, 1987;

23 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

24 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0401 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0401 WORK EXPERIENCE REQUIRED OF CANDIDATES FOR CPA 

4 CERTIFICATION

5 (a)  G.S. 93-12(5)(c) G.S. 93-12(5)c. sets forth work experience alternatives, one of which is required of candidates 

6 applying for CPA certification. In connection with those requirements, the following provisions apply:

7 (1) the work experience shall be acquired prior to the date a candidate applies for certification; and

8 (2) all experience that is required to be under the direct supervision of a CPA shall be under the direct 

9 supervision of a licensed CPA on active status in one of the U.S. states or jurisdictions.

10 (b)  The following provisions apply to all candidates seeking to meet the work experience requirement of G.S. 93-

11 12(5)(c)(3) G.S. 93-12(5)c.3. by working in the field of accounting:

12 (1) One year of work experience is 52 weeks of full-time employment. The candidate is employed full-

13 time when the candidate is expected by the employer to work for the employer at least 30 hours each 

14 week. Any other work is working part-time.

15 (2) All weeks of actual full-time employment are added to all full-time equivalent weeks in order to 

16 calculate how much work experience a candidate has acquired. Dividing that number by 52 results 

17 in the years of work experience the candidate has acquired.

18 (3) Full-time-equivalent weeks are determined by the number of actual part-time hours the candidate 

19 has worked. Actual part-time hours do not include hours paid for sick leave, vacation leave, 

20 attending continuing education courses, or other time not spent directly performing accounting 

21 services. For each calendar week during which the candidate worked actual part-time hours of 30 

22 hours or more, the candidate receives one full-time-equivalent week. The actual part-time hours 

23 worked in the remaining calendar weeks are added together and divided by 30. The resulting number 

24 is the additional number of full-time-equivalent weeks to which the candidate is entitled.

25 (4) The candidate shall submit experience affidavits on a form forms provided by the Board from all of 

26 the relevant employers; employers as identified by Rule .0411 of this section.  If the experience was 

27 obtained while working under the supervision of a CPA, then the supervising CPA must sign the 

28 affidavit.  The affidavit will confirm the dates of employment for the CPA and the type of duties 

29 assigned to the applicant.  The affidavit does not require the supervising CPA to state an opinion 

30 regarding the applicant’s competency or the quality of the applicant’s work.  provided that when 

31 such If the experience was not acquired while employed with a CPA firm, the candidate shall also 

32 submit details of the work experience and supervision on a form provided by the Board. Experience 

33 affidavits for part-time work shall contain a record of the actual part-time hours the candidate has 

34 worked for each week of part-time employment. Both the experience affidavit and the form for 

35 additional detail shall be certified by the employer's office supervisor or an owner of the firm who 

36 is a certificate holder.
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1 (c)  Rule .0409 of this Section applies to teaching experience acquired pursuant to G.S. 93-12(5)(c)(2) and (4). G.S.93-

2 12(5)c.2.and 4.

3

4 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3); 93-12(5);

5 Eff. February 1, 1976;

6 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

7 Temporary Amendment Eff. June 17, 1982 for a period of 120 days to expire on October 12, 1982;

8 Legislative Objection Lodged Eff. July 20, 1982;

9 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; January 1, 2006; August 1, 1998; March 1, 1990; July 1, 1989; 

10 December 1, 1988; September 1, 1988;

11 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

12 Amended Eff. April 1, 2024; September 1, 2023. 2023;

13 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0409 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0409 SATISFACTION OF EXPERIENCE REQUIREMENT BY TEACHING

4 (a)  Teaching Experience. The requirement of "four years experience teaching accounting," G.S. 93-12(5), means 

5 teaching accounting full-time for four years.

6 (1) Full-time teaching as described by the rules of the educational institution where the applicant taught 

7 will be accepted by the Board to be full-time teaching. However, in no case will less than 12 semester 

8 hours, or the equivalent, be accepted by the Board as full-time teaching.

9 (2) If the applicant has not taught accounting full-time for four years, credit will be allowed by the 

10 Board for teaching accounting less than full-time on a pro rata basis based upon the number of 

11 semester hours required for full-time teaching at the educational institution where the applicant 

12 taught. However, in no case can an applicant receive credit for a full-time teaching year for teaching 

13 done in less than one academic year or more credit than one full-time teaching year for teaching 

14 done within one calendar year.

15 (3) Courses outside the field of accounting will not be counted toward full-time teaching. Such courses 

16 include, but are not limited to: business law, finance, computer applications, personnel management, 

17 economics and statistics.

18 (4) Of the four years of full-time teaching experience, teaching accounting principles (below 

19 intermediate accounting) cannot be counted toward the educational requirement for more than the 

20 equivalent of two full-time years. The remaining two full-time teaching years must be taught in at 

21 least two different areas of advanced accounting such as auditing, income tax, intermediate financial 

22 accounting or advanced managerial accounting, and the applicant must have taught at least nine 

23 semester hours, or the equivalent, in at least two of the different areas. 

24 The purpose of this Subparagraph is to render unacceptable as meaningful experience both the continuous teaching of 

25 the elementary accounting course and the continuous teaching of the advanced courses in only one area of accounting.

26 (b)  Required Information. Applicants must submit with their application a letter from each institution where they 

27 taught, certified by the applicant's dean or department head at that institution. The letter must state:

28 (1) the number of credit hours which the applicant taught each year;

29 (2) the names and academic level of the courses taught; and

30 (3) the number of hours set by the rules of the institution as full-time teaching for each relevant year.

31 (c)  Burden of Proof. An applicant having taught in an accredited community college or technical institute institution 

32 other than a four-year accredited college or university has the burden of proving that the credits earned by students 

33 taking those courses which the applicant taught would transfer to a four-year accredited college or university.

34

35 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(5);

36 Eff. December 1, 1983;

37 Amended Eff. January 1, 2006; April 1, 1994; May 1, 1989; January 1, 1988; July 1, 1985;



2 of 2

1 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

2 2014. 2014;

3 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0410 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0410 EDUCATION REQUIRED OF CANDIDATES FOR CPA CERTIFICATION

4 (a)  G.S. 93-12(5)(a) G.S. 93-12(5)a. sets forth the education required of candidates applying for CPA certification. 

5 The 150 semester educational hours required include:

6 (1) a concentration in accounting, as defined by 21 NCAC 08A .0309; and

7 (2) 24 semester hours of coursework that includes one three semester three-semester hour course from 

8 at least 8 of the following 10 fields of study:

9 (A) communications;

10 (B) computer technology;

11 (C) economics;

12 (D) ethics;

13 (E) finance;

14 (F) humanities or social science;

15 (G) international environment;

16 (H) law;

17 (I) management; or

18 (J) statistics.

19 (b)  Anyone applying for CPA certification who holds a Master's or more advanced degree in accounting, tax law, 

20 economics, finance, business administration, or a law degree from an accredited college or university is in compliance 

21 with Subparagraph (a)(2) of this Rule.

22

23 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(5);

24 Eff. January 1, 2001;

25 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; January 1, 2006;

26 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

27 Amended Eff. September 1, 2023.

28 Amended Eff. February 1, 2018. 2018;

29 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0411 is proposed for adoption as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0411 WORK EXPERIENCE FORMS

4 (a)  A CPA license applicant shall complete and submit work experience affidavits to the Board to document the work 

5 experience required of applicants applying for CPA certification.

6 (b)  The work experience forms shall contain the following:

7 (1) The applicant's full name;

8 (2) The applicant's mailing address;

9 (3) Identification of the type of work experience obtained by the applicant in accordance with G.S. 93-

10 12(5)c.  A separate form must be completed for each different type of experience provided;

11 (4) Identification of the beginning and ending dates during which the work experience was obtained;

12 (5) A description of the job titles and/or classifications of work performed during the time period noted;

13 (6) A description of the job duties assigned to the applicant during the time period noted;

14 (7) The affidavit of the supervising CPA affirming the work experience being reported by the applicant.  

15 The affidavit should include the following information from the supervising CPA:

16 (a) Signature, printed name, title, telephone number, and the CPAs certificate number and date 

17 of certificate issuance;

18 (b) Company where the work experience was obtained, mailing address, and email address;

19 (c) Date that the affidavit was signed;

20 (d) Identification as to whether the CPA certificate was issued by North Carolina or from 

21 another jurisdiction and the current status of the CPA certificate;

22 (e) Whether the CPA certificate(s) of the CPA supervisor(s) has ever been revoked or 

23 suspended and if so, documentation that states the dates, periods, and reasons for the 

24 revocation(s) or suspension(s);

25 (f) If the employment of the CPA supervisor has changed since the work experience was 

26 earned, the CPA supervisor should provide current address, email address, and daytime 

27 telephone number.

28 (c)  If the work experience is obtained through part-time work, the applicant must complete a supplemental form that 

29 documents the hours worked, by week, in meeting the work experience requirement.  Part-time hours are measured as 

30 per Rule .0401(b)(3) of this Section.

31 (d)  If the work experience is obtained through self-employment, the applicant must complete a supplemental form 

32 that affirms work performed for clients during the same period needed for certification.  The affidavit should include 

33 the following information:

34 (1) The applicant’s full name;

35 (2) The beginning and end dates of accounting service provided to the client;

36 (3) Identification of the types of services provided by the applicant to the client;
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1 (4) Signature, date, printed name, address, company name, telephone number, fax number, and email 

2 address of the client for whom the accounting services were performed;

3 (5) The affidavit must me notarized for authentication.

4 (6) Affidavits must be completed for a minimum of five different individuals of companies to affirm 

5 that the applicant has performed accounting work on full-time basis for the entire reported period.  

6 In addition, the applicant must submit supporting documentation to support the self-employment 

7 experience.  Examples include state or local privilege licenses and/or copies of Schedule C pages of 

8 the applicant’s tax returns.

9 (e)  If the work experience is obtained through teaching, the applicant must complete a supplemental form that affirms 

10 the qualifying teaching experience.  The teaching experience affirmation shall contain the following:

11 (1) The applicant’s full name;

12 (2) The beginning and end dates during which the applicant was teaching at the educational institution;

13 (3) Information as to whether the institution is on a quarter or semester hour system and the minimum 

14 amount of time necessary to be categorized as full-time teaching;

15 (4) A listing by quarter/semester/year of the course that was taught by the applicant and the number of 

16 hours related to the course taught;

17 (5) The printed name, signature, date, and name of the educational institution for the person affirming 

18 the teaching experience;

19 (6) The seal for the educational institution.

20

21 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(5)c.;

22 Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0502 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0502 APPLICATION FOR CPA CERTIFICATE

4 (a)  A person applying for a certificate of qualification shall file with the Board an application and an experience 

5 affidavit on forms provided by the Board and supporting documentation to determine that the applicant has met the 

6 statutory and rule requirements. CPA certificate applications and fee information are on the Board's website at 

7 www.nccpaboard.gov as set forth in 21 NCAC 08A .0102 or may be requested from the Board.

8 (b)  The application for a CPA certificate shall include three certificates of good moral character on forms as identified 

9 per Rule .0505 of this Section and provided by the Board and which shall be completed by CPAs and the CPAs. The 

10 certificate of good moral character will require CPAs to describe their familiarity with the applicant and to state 

11 whether they believe the applicant will conscientiously observe the professional responsibilities of a CPA.  They will 

12 also disclose whether they are aware of any events that need to be disclosed pursuit to Paragraph (c) of this Rule.  The 

13 Board shall conduct a background check of the applicant including a check of criminal records.

14 (c)  An applicant shall include as part of any application for a CPA certificate a statement of explanation and a certified 

15 copy of final disposition if the applicant has been arrested, charged, convicted or found guilty of, received a prayer 

16 for judgment continued, or pleaded nolo contendere to any criminal offense. An applicant shall not be required to 

17 disclose any arrest, charge, or conviction that has been expunged by the court.

18 (d)  If an applicant has been denied any license by any state or federal agency, the applicant shall also include as part 

19 of the application for the CPA certificate a statement explaining such denial. An applicant shall include a statement 

20 of explanation and a certified copy of applicable license records if the applicant has been registered with or licensed 

21 by a state or federal agency and has been disciplined by that agency.

22 (e)  No application for a certificate shall be considered while the applicant is serving a sentence for any criminal 

23 offense. Serving a sentence includes incarceration, probation (supervised or unsupervised), parole, or conditionally 

24 suspended sentence, any of which are imposed as a result of having been convicted or having pled to a criminal charge.

25

26 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-2; 93-10; 93-12(3); 93-12(5);

27 Eff. December 1, 1982;

28 Amended Eff. January 1, 2014; March 1, 1990; May 1, 1989; October 1, 1984;

29 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

30 Amended Eff. February 1, 2018.2018;

31 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0504 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0504 CANDIDATES' ACCOUNTANCY LAW COURSE REQUIREMENT

4 (a)  Within one year prior to applying for certification, all candidates for original or reciprocal certification must pass 

5 an open book examination complete an 400-minute course on the North Carolina Accountancy Statutes and Rules, 

6 including the Rules of Professional Ethics and Conduct contained therein.

7 (b)  In lieu of taking the examination, a candidate may complete an eight-hour CPE course on the subject of the 

8 examination within one year prior to applying for the CPA certificate. Such course or examination must meet the 

9 requirements of 21 NCAC 08G .0404(a). This course may count toward the candidate's annual CPE requirement.

10

11 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(8a);

12 Eff. October 1, 1987;

13 Amended Eff. April 1, 2003; April 1, 1999; May 1, 1989;

14 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

15 2014. 2014;

16 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08F .0505 is proposed for adoption as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08F .0505 MORAL CHARACTER FORM

4 (a)  A CPA license applicant shall complete and submit three certificates of moral character completed by CPAs.

5 (b)  The moral character form shall contain the following:

6 (1) The applicant's full name and mailing address;

7 (2) Identification as to whether the application type is for an original CPA certificate applicant, a 

8 reinstatement of a CPA certificate, or a reissuance of a CPA certificate;

9 (3) Identification of the number of years and months that the signing CPA has known the applicant;

10 (4) A description in detail of the opportunities that the signing CPA has had to evaluate the applicant’s 

11 moral character;

12 (5) Affirmation that the applicant is of good moral character within the expectations of the professional 

13 responsibilities of a CPA;

14 (6) Affirmation, to the best of the signing CPA’s knowledge, that the applicant has not been convicted 

15 of, found guilty of, received a prayer for judgment continued, or pleaded nolo contendere to any 

16 office, excluding non-criminal traffic infractions.  If so, a statement providing additional information 

17 is required that provides the jurisdiction, charge, and disposition of each conviction;

18 ((7) An affirmation from the signing CPA that includes:

19 (a) Signature, printed name, and title of the signing CPA;

20 (b) The employer of the signing CPA, mailing address, daytime phone number, and email 

21 address;

22 (c) Date that the affidavit was signed;

23 (d) Identification of the signing CPA’s certificate number and the issuing jurisdiction.

24

25 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-2;

26 Adopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08G .0401 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08G .0401 CPE REQUIREMENTS FOR CPAS

4 (a)  In order for a CPA to receive credit for CPE activities:

5 (1) the CPA shall attend or complete the activity and receive a certificate of completion as set forth in 

6 the Standards for CPE Program Sponsors in the NASBA/AICPA Statement on Standards for 

7 Continuing Professional Education (CPE) Programs, including subsequent amendments and 

8 editions, that are hereby incorporated by reference. Copies of the Standards for CPE Program 

9 Sponsors can be found at no cost on the NASBA website at www.nasbaregistry.org/the-standards;

10 (2) the activity shall meet the requirements set out in Rule .0404 of this Section; and

11 (3) the activity shall increase the professional competency of the CPA.

12 (b)  An activity that increases the professional competency of a CPA shall be an activity in an area of the profession 

13 in which the CPA practices or is planning to practice, or in the area of professional ethics.

14 (c)  Because of differences in the education and experience of CPAs, an activity may contribute to the professional 

15 competence of one CPA but not another. Each CPA shall therefore exercise judgment in selecting activities for which 

16 CPE credit is claimed and choose only those that contribute to that CPA's professional competence. Courses that cover 

17 substantially the same content, learning objectives, and materials as a course the CPA has already completed and 

18 received credit for within the certification cycle, regardless of the format or provider, are considered duplicate courses 

19 and do not qualify for additional CPE credit.

20 (d)  Active CPAs shall complete 2,000 CPE minutes computed in accordance with Rule .0409 of this Section by 

21 December 31 of each year, except as follows:

22 (1) CPAs having certificate applications approved by the Board in April to June shall complete 1,500 

23 CPE minutes during the same calendar year;

24 (2) CPAs having certificate applications approved by the Board in July to September shall complete 

25 1,000 CPE minutes during the same calendar year; or

26 (3) CPAs having certificate applications approved by the Board in October to December shall complete 

27 500 CPE minutes during the same calendar year; and

28 Any CPE minutes completed during the calendar year in which the certificate application is approved may be used for 

29 that year's requirement even if the minutes were completed before the certificate was granted.

30 (e)  A CPA shall complete a minimum of 50 CPE minutes annually in activities on regulatory or behavioral 

31 professional ethics and conduct. Ethics CPE shall be offered by a CPE sponsor registered with NASBA pursuant to 

32 Rule .0403(c) of this Section.

33 (f)  There shall be no CPE requirements for inactive or CPA-retired CPAs.

34 (g)  When a CPA has completed more than the required number of minutes of CPE in any one calendar year, up to 

35 1,000 minutes shall be carried forward and treated as minutes earned in the following year. Ethics CPE minutes may 

36 not be included in any carry forward minutes to meet the requirement of Paragraph (e) of this Rule. A CPA shall not 

37 claim CPE credit for activities taken in any year prior to the year of certification.
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1 (h)  Any CPE minutes used to satisfy the requirements for change of status as set forth in 21 NCAC 08J .0105, for 

2 reissuance as set forth in 21 NCAC 08J .0106, or for application for a new certificate as set forth in Rule 08I .0104 of 

3 this Chapter may be used to satisfy the annual CPE requirement set forth in Paragraph (d) of this Rule.

4 (i)  It shall be the CPA's responsibility to maintain records substantiating the CPE credits claimed for the current year 

5 and for each of the four calendar years prior to the current year.

6 (j)  A non-resident licensee may satisfy the annual CPE requirements in the jurisdiction where the CPA is licensed 

7 and currently works or resides. If there is no annual CPE requirement in the jurisdiction where the CPA is licensed 

8 and currently works or resides, the CPA shall comply with Paragraph (d) of this Rule. A non-resident licensee whose 

9 office is in North Carolina shall comply with Paragraph (e) of this Rule. All other non-resident licensees may satisfy 

10 Paragraph (e) of this Rule by completing the ethics requirements in the jurisdiction in which the non-resident licensee 

11 is licensed as a CPA and works or resides. If there is no ethics CPE requirement in the jurisdiction where the non-

12 resident licensee is licensed and currently works or resides, the non-resident licensee shall comply with Paragraph (e) 

13 of this Rule.

14

15 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3); 93-12(8b);

16 Eff. May 1, 1981;

17 Amended Eff. January 1, 2014; January 1, 2007; January 1, 2004; August 1, 1995; April 1, 1994; 

18 May 1, 1989; September 1, 1988;

19 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

20 Amended Eff. January 1, 2020. 2020;

21 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.



1 of 1

1 21 NCAC 08G .0403 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08G .0403 QUALIFICATION OF CPE SPONSORS

4 (a)  The Board shall not register CPE activities nor sponsors activities, sponsors, or providers of CPE activities.

5 (b)  CPE providers not in good standing listed on the NASBA National Registry of CPE Sponsors shall comply with 

6 the Standards for CPE Program Sponsors in the NASBA/AICPA Statement on Standards for Continuing Professional 

7 Education (CPE) Programs found on the NASBA website at www.nasbaregistry.org.

8 (c)  Sponsors of continuing education activities that are listed in good standing on the NASBA National Registry of 

9 CPE Sponsors shall be considered by the Board as compliant with the Standards for CPE Program Sponsors in the 

10 NASBA/AICPA Statement on Standards for Continuing Profession Education (CPE) Programs found on the NASBA 

11 website at www.nasbaregistry.org.

12 (d)  Failure of a If a sponsor listed on the National Registry of CPE Sponsor fails to comply with Paragraph (c) of this 

13 Rule Rule, it shall be grounds for the Board to disqualify the sponsor as a CPE sponsor with this Board and to notify 

14 NASBA and the public of this action.

15

16 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3); 93-12(8b);

17 Eff. May 1, 1981;

18 Amended Eff. January 1, 2014; January 1, 2007; January 1, 2004; March 1, 1990; May 1, 1989; 

19 August 1, 1988; February 1, 1983;

20 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

21 Amended Eff. January 1, 2020. 2020;

22 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08G .0406 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08G .0406 COMPLIANCE WITH CPE REQUIREMENTS

4 (a)  All active CPAs shall file a reporting of CPE minutes by the July 1 renewal date of each year. The Board may 

5 audit verify the information submitted by licensees who apply for a renewal license.

6 (b)  If a CPA fails to complete the CPE requirements prior to the end of the previous calendar year but the CPA has 

7 completed them by June 30, the Board may:

8 (1) issue a letter of warning for the first such failure within a five-calendar year period; and

9 (2) deny the renewal of the CPA's certificate for a period of not less than 30 days and until the CPA 

10 meets the reinstatement reissuance requirements set forth in 21 NCAC 08J .0106 for the second such 

11 failure within a five-calendar year period.

12

13 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(8b); 93-12(9)(e);

14 Eff. May 1, 1981;

15 Amended Eff. January 1, 2007; January 1, 2004; April 1, 1994; March 1, 1990; May 1, 1989; 

16 October 1, 1988;

17 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

18 Amended Eff. January 1, 2020. 2020;

19 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08G .0409 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08G .0409 COMPUTATION OF CPE CREDITS

4 (a)  Group Activity. CPE credit for a group activity shall be given based on contact minutes. 

5 (b)  Completing a College Course. CPE credit for completing a college course in the college curriculum shall be 

6 granted based on converting the number of credit hours the college gives the CPA for completing the course into 

7 minutes. One semester hour of college credit shall be 750 CPE minutes. No CPE credit shall be given to a CPA who 

8 audits a college course. No more than 50 percent of the CPE credits required for a year shall be credits for completing 

9 a college course.

10 (c)  Self Study Activity. CPE credit for a self-study activity shall be given based on the number of minutes needed to 

11 complete the activity as determined by the sponsor. 

12 (d)  Preparing or Presenting a CPE Activity. CPE credit for preparing or presenting a CPE activity for CPAs shall be 

13 given based on the number of minutes spent in preparing or presenting the activity. Preparing includes activities such 

14 as authoring or conducting a technical review. No more than 50 percent of the CPE credits required for a year shall be 

15 credits for preparing for or presenting CPE activities. CPE credit for preparing or presenting an activity shall be 

16 allowed only once a year for an activity prepared or presented more than once in the same year by the same CPA.

17 (e)  Authoring a Publication. CPE credit for published articles and books shall be given based on the number of minutes 

18 the CPA spent writing the article or book. No more than 25 percent of a CPA's required CPE credits for a year shall 

19 be credits for published articles or books. An article written for a CPA's client or business newsletter shall not receive 

20 CPE credit.

21 (f)  Instructing a College Course. CPE credit for instructing a college course above the level of accounting principles 

22 shall be given based on the number of credit hours the college gives a student for completing the course, using the 

23 calculation set forth in Paragraph (b) of this Rule. No more than 50 percent of the CPE credits required for a year shall 

24 be credits for instructing a college course.

25 (g)  Nano Learning Activity. CPE credit for Nano Learning, a tutorial activity without interaction with a real-time 

26 instructor that is designed to permit a participant to learn a given subject through electronic media including 

27 technology applications/processes, computer-based or web-based technology, shall be based on the number of contact 

28 minutes. Nano Learning is not a group program. This CPE activity shall be offered by a CPE sponsor registered with 

29 NASBA pursuant to Rule .0403(c) of this Section.

30 (h)  Blended Learning Activity. A Blended Learning program offers participants learning in multiple formats or 

31 delivery methods. Activities can include lectures, discussion, guided practice, games, case studies, and simulation. 

32 The varied delivery methods include Group Live, Group Internet Based, Self Study, or Nano Learning. The primary 

33 component of the program may be concurrent (a group program) or nonconcurrent, allowing the participant to control 

34 a portion of the time and place of the learning. CPE credit for Blended Learning shall be based on the number of 

35 contact minutes incorporated in all the learning formats in the Blended Learning activity. This CPE activity shall be 

36 offered by a CPE sponsor registered with NASBA pursuant to Rule .0403(c) of this Section.
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1 (i)  No more than 50 percent of the CPE credits required for a year in the aggregate shall be credits claimed under 

2 Paragraphs (b), (d), and (f) of this Rule.

3

4 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(8b);

5 Eff. May 1, 1989;

6 Amended Eff. July 1, 2015; January 1, 2014; February 1, 2012; January 1, 2007; January 1, 2004; 

7 February 1, 1996; April 1, 1994; March 1, 1990;

8 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

9 2014;

10 Amended Eff. January 1, 2020. 2020;

11 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08H .0101 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08H .0101 RECIPROCAL CERTIFICATES

4 (a)  Unless utilizing a practice privilege per G.S. 93-10(a), a person having a CPA certificate from another jurisdiction 

5 who desires to utilize the CPA title in this State or offer or render professional services as a CPA to his or her employer 

6 or a client in this State shall obtain a reciprocal North Carolina CPA certificate.

7 (b)  The fee for a reciprocal certificate shall be $100.  The fee specified does not exceed the maximum amount allowed 

8 by as set forth in G.S. 93-12(7a).

9 (c)  An applicant for a reciprocal certificate shall meet the following requirements:

10 (1) The applicant has the legal authority to use the CPA title and to practice public accountancy in a 

11 United States jurisdiction; and

12 (2) The applicant has received a passing score on each section of the Uniform CPA Examination.

13 (3) The applicant meets the minimum education requirements as defined by G.S. 93-12(5).

14

15 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(6); 93-12(7a);

16 Eff. February 1, 1976;

17 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

18 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; January 1, 2006; April 1, 2003; April 1, 1999; August 1, 1998; 

19 September 1, 1992; March 1, 1990; May 1, 1989; June 1, 1988;

20 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

21 2014;

22 Amended Eff. September 1, 2023. 2023;

23 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08H .0102 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08H .0102 TEMPORARY PERMIT

4 (a)  The Board may grant temporary permits only to applicants for reciprocal certificates pending their qualification 

5 under 21 NCAC 8H .0101 and application to the Board on forms provided by the Board. 21 NCAC 08H .0101.

6 (b)  Upon approval of a temporary permit, the Board will issue the applicant a statement confirming that the CPA is 

7 in good standing in the state issuing the CPA's certificate and is entitled temporarily to use the CPA title and engage 

8 in the public practice of accountancy in North Carolina for a stated period.  The stated period shall expire 120 days 

9 after issue or upon issuance of the individual's reciprocal certificate, whichever comes first.

10

11 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(6); 93-12(7a);

12 Eff. February 1, 1976;

13 Readopted Eff. September 1, 1977;

14 Amended Eff. April 1, 1999; April 1, 1994; May 1, 1989; December 1, 1982;

15 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

16 2014. 2014;

17 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08H .0104 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08H .0104 NOTICE TO BOARD OF DISCIPLINE BY OTHER AGENCY

4 Any applicant for or holder of a temporary permit or reciprocal certificate issued by this Board shall also comply with 

5 the reporting requirements listed in 21 NCAC 8N .0208. 21 NCAC 08N .0208.

6

7 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3);

8 Eff. December 1, 1987;

9 Amended Eff. April 1, 1994; March 1, 1990; May 1, 1989;

10 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

11 2014. 2014;

12 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08I .0101 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08I .0101 DISCIPLINARY ACTION

4 (a)  Any person may file a complaint with the Board against a CPA, pursuant to G.S. 150B, Article 3A for disciplinary 

5 action against a CPA for violations of G.S. 93 and this Chapter on forms provided by the Board that are on the Board's 

6 website at www.nccpaboard.gov and may be requested from the Board. Chapter.

7 (b)  The complaint shall form, which can be found on the Board’s website or may be requested from the Board, 

8 requires the complainant to set forth the facts upon which the complaint is based. The complainant shall confirm that 

9 he or she believes the facts stated in the complaint are true and that he or she is prepared to prove them at a hearing.  

10 The complaint form shall contain the following:

11 (1) The full name, mailing address, phone number, email address, and preferred method of contact for 

12 the complainant;

13 (2) If represented by attorney, the attorney’s name, address, phone number, and email address;

14 (3) Identification as to whether there is a pending or completed lawsuit regarding the complaint;

15 (4) The name of the CPA respondent, CPA business name, mailing address, phone number, email 

16 address, and CPA certificate number, if known;

17 (5) A summary of the complaint;

18 (6) Evidence to support the complaint including copies of business documents such as engagement 

19 letters, tax returns, financial statements, and correspondence;

20 (7) A list of witnesses who can provide testimony to support the complaint, including their names, 

21 mailing addresses, phone numbers, and email addresses;

22 (8) A verification by the complainant confirming the facts and supporting documents presented as part 

23 of the complaint are true to the best of their knowledge or belief.

24 (c)  The complaint shall be filed in the office of the Board. The Board's professional standards staff shall open a case 

25 file, notify the complainant of receipt of the complaint, notify and provide a copy of the complaint to the respondent 

26 named in the complaint, and conduct an investigation of the allegations in the complaint. Based upon the investigation 

27 and the recommendation of the Professional Standards Committee of the Board appointed by the Board President, and 

28 with the approval of the Board, the professional standards staff may do any of the following:

29 (1) close the case without prejudice;

30 (2) close the case with prejudice:

31 (3) prepare a Consent Order;

32 (4) apply to the courts for injunctive relief; or

33 (5) prepare a proposed Hearing Notice.

34 The Professional Standards Committee shall determine whether the allegations in a case warrant applying to the courts 

35 for injunctive relief and whether the allegations in the proposed Hearing Notice, if proven, warrant a contested case 

36 proceeding pursuant to G.S. 150B-38 - 150B-42. G.S. 150B-38 through G.S. 150B-42. A copy of any Hearing Notice 

37 filed and application for injunctive relief applied for shall be provided to the complainant in that matter.
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1 (d)  The Board shall notify the complainant and the respondent in any complaint filed with the Board of the disposition 

2 of the case and shall publish or announce the disciplinary action against a CPA.

3

4 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 93-12(9); 57D-2-02;

5 Eff. February 1, 1976;

6 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

7 Amended Eff. April 1, 1994; May 1, 1989; June 1, 1985; October 1, 1984;

8 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

9 2014;

10 Amended Eff. May 1, 2017. 2017;

11 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08I .0102 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08I .0102 PROCEDURE WHEN PETITION AGAINST BOARD MEMBER OR EMPLOYEE

4 If the person against whom a petition for disciplinary action is filed is a Board member or a Board employee, the 

5 Secretary-Treasurer or Executive Director shall immediately notify that person and every member of the Board of the 

6 petition.  The person against whom the petition was filed shall not participate in considering or acting on the petition.

7

8 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 93-12(9); 57D-2-02;

9 Eff. February 1, 1976;

10 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

11 Amended Eff. May 1, 1989; June 1, 1985; October 1, 1984;

12 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

13 2014. 2014;

14 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08I .0105 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08I .0105 REVOCATION OF CERTIFICATES

4 (a)  When a certificate is revoked either for a specific period of time or permanently, the certificate holder shall return 

5 the certificate to the Board office within 15 days of receipt of notice of revocation.

6 (b)  Pursuant to the provisions of 21 NCAC 8I .0004, 21 NCAC 08I .0104, the Board may issue a new certificate under 

7 a new number bearing the previously issued number to anyone whose certificate has been revoked.

8

9 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 93-12(8); G.S. 93-12(8); 93-12(9); 93-12(15);

10 Eff. September 1, 1982;

11 Amended Eff. August 1, 1998; July 1, 1987; October 1, 1984;

12 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

13 2014. 2014;

14 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08J .0101 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08J .0101 ANNUAL RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATE, FORFEITURE, AND 

4 REAPPLICATION

5 (a)  All active CPAs shall renew their certificates annually by the first day of July. The fee for such renewal is the 

6 maximum amount allowed by G.S. 93-12(8).

7 (b)  To renew a certificate a CPA shall submit to the Board: CPAs may renew their certificates online or by completing 

8 a certificate renewal application form as requested from the Board and described at Rule .0113 of this Section and 

9 paying the annual renewal fee of $60.  The fee specified does not exceed the maximum bee as set forth in G.S. 93-

10 12(8).

11 (1) a completed certificate renewal application form;

12 (2) a completed CPE report, as required by 21 NCAC 08G .0406(a); and

13 (3) the annual renewal fee set forth in G.S. 93-12(8).

14 (c)  Upon failure of a CPA to comply with any applicable part of Paragraph (b) of this Rule by July 1, the Board shall 

15 send notice of such failure in the form of a demand letter to the CPA at the most recent mailing address the Board has 

16 on file. Completed renewal application packages shall be postmarked with proper postage not later than 30 days after 

17 the mailing date of the demand letter, unless that date falls on a weekend, in which case the renewal package shall be 

18 postmarked or received in the Board office on the next business day. For renewal packages sent via the U.S. Postal 

19 Service, only a U.S. Postal Service cancellation shall be considered as the postmark. If the renewal package is sent to 

20 the Board office via a private delivery service, the date the package is received by the delivery service shall be 

21 considered as the postmark. Subsequent failure of the CPA to comply with any applicable part of Paragraph (b) of this 

22 Rule within 30 days after such notice is mailed by the Board automatically results in forfeiture of the CPA's certificate, 

23 as required by G.S. 93-12(15).

24 (d)  Upon forfeiture of a certificate, the certificate holder is no longer a CPA and the Board shall send notice of such 

25 forfeiture to the certificate holder by certified mail to the most recent mailing address the Board has on file. The 

26 certificate holder shall return the certificate to the Board office within 15 days after receipt of notice of forfeiture or, 

27 if the certificate has been destroyed or lost, shall submit an affidavit, on a form supplied by the Board, within 15 days 

28 of receipt of such notice that the certificate has been destroyed or has been lost and shall be returned to the Board if 

29 found.

30 (e)  A person who has forfeited a certificate pursuant to G.S. 93-12(15) for failure to renew his or her certificate may 

31 apply for reissuance under Rule .0106 of this Section.

32 (f)  If a check or credit card authorization for the annual renewal fee fails to clear the bank, the annual renewal shall 

33 be deemed incomplete and returned.

34 (g)  Any active CPA serving in the armed forces of the United States and to whom an extension of time to file a tax 

35 return is granted pursuant to G.S. 105-249.2, shall be granted the same extension of time to comply with the 

36 requirements of Paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Rule.

37
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1 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(7a); 93-12(8); 93-12(8a); 93-12(8b); 93-12(15); 93B-15;

2 Eff. February 1, 1976;

3 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

4 Legislative Objection Lodged Eff. July 20, 1982;

5 Amended Eff. August 1, 1982;

6 Curative Amended Eff. August 1, 1982;

7 Temporary Amendment Eff. May 13, 1983 for a period of 111 days to expire on September 1, 1983;

8 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; August 1, 1998; February 1, 1996; April 1, 1994; March 1, 1990; 

9 May 1, 1989;

10 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

11 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08J .0105 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08J .0105 INACTIVE STATUS: CHANGE OF STATUS

4 (a)  A CPA may apply to the Board for change of status to inactive status provided the CPA meets the description of 

5 inactive status as defined in 21 NCAC 08A .0301. Application for any status change shall be made on the form 

6 provided by the Board.

7 (b)  A CPA who does not meet the definition of inactive may not remain on inactive status.

8 (c)  A CPA on inactive status may change to active status by:

9 (1) paying the certificate renewal fee amount of $100 for the license year in which the application for 

10 change of status is received; received.  The fee is less than the maximum as set forth in G.S. 93-

11 12(7a);

12 (2) furnishing the Board with evidence of satisfactory completion of 40 hours 2,000 minutes of CPE 

13 courses during the 12-month period immediately preceding the application for change of status. 

14 Eight Four hundred of the required hours 2,000 minutes shall be credits derived from a course or 

15 examination in North Carolina accountancy statutes and rules (including the Code of Professional 

16 Ethics and Conduct as set forth in 21 NCAC 08N contained therein) as set forth in 21 NCAC 08F 

17 .0504; and

18 (3) submitting three certificates of good moral character and completed by CPAs. submitting a 

19 reinstatement application in accordance with the requirements as set forth in 21 NCAC 08F .0502(b) 

20 through (e).

21 (d) The reclassification to inactive form shall contain the following:

22 (1) The licensee's full name and CPA certificate number;

23 (2) The licensee’s mailing address, telephone number, and email address;

24 (3) Whether this is new contact information for the licensee;

25 (4) Whether the licensee wants to continue receiving the Board’s communications by email;

26 (5) An affirmation that the licensee desires to be reclassified to inactive status and has read and 

27 understands that the licensee can no longer use the CPA title as an inactive CPA;

28 (6) The licensee's signature to certify that he or she has prepared the application and has read the 

29 answers; that the information provided in the application is true; and that he or she has read the 

30 Board rules found in 21 NCAC 08A .0301(b)(20), 08A .0308, and 08J .0105.

31

32 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3); 93-12(7a); 93-12(8); 93-12(8b); 

33 Eff. December 1, 1982;

34 Curative Adopted Eff. January 25, 1983;

35 Legislative Objection Lodged Eff. January 31, 1983;

36 Amended Eff. January 1, 2014; February 1, 2012; February 1, 2011; August 1, 1998; August 1, 

37 1995; April 1, 1994; March 1, 1990; May 1, 1989; 
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1 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

2 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08J .0106 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08J .0106 FORFEITURE OF CERTIFICATE AND REISSUANCE 

4 (a)  A person who has forfeited a certificate is no longer a CPA and thus is not subject to the renewal fee or CPE 

5 requirements contained in these Rules.

6 (b)  A person who requests reissuance of a forfeited certificate shall make application and provide the following to the 

7 Board:

8 (1) payment of the current certificate application fee; fee of $100.  This fee does not exceed the 

9 maximum as set forth in G.S. 93-12(7a);

10 (2) three certificates of moral character provided by the Board and completed by CPAs; and submitting 

11 a reissuance application in accordance with the requirements as set forth in 21 NCAC 08F .0502(b) 

12 through (e); and

13 (3) evidence of satisfactory completion of the CPE requirement described in Rule .0105(c)(2) of this 

14 Section.

15 (c)  The certificate may be reissued if determined by the Board that the person meets the requirements as listed in 

16 Paragraph (b) of this Rule.

17 (d) The reissuance application form shall contain the following:

18 (1) The applicant's full name and CPA certificate number;

19 (2) The applicant’s home address, telephone number, and email address;

20 (3) The applicant’s business name, address, telephone number, email address, and job title;

21 (4) The applicant’s occupation category, business concentration, and any membership associations;

22 (5) Three certificates of moral character as per 21 NCAC 08F .0505;

23 (6) Affirmation to the licensee’s moral character as per 21 NCAC 08F .0505 and 21 NCAC 08N .0204 

24 and, if applicable, a statement providing the relevant explanation and documents for any yes 

25 responses;

26 (7) Affirmation that the applicant has refrained from using the CPA title during the period of revocation 

27 or forfeiture;

28 (8) Whether the applicant classifies as active-duty military or a military veteran;

29 (9) Whether the applicant has completed the accountancy law course within the 12-month period prior 

30 to submission of the application;

31 (10) A report of the CPE credit minutes obtained by the applicant during the 12-month period prior to 

32 submission of the application identifying attending at least 2,000 continuing education minutes of 

33 courses in accordance with Section .0400 – CPE Requirements of these Rules;

34 (11) Whether the licensee has been subject to any investigation for employee misclassification since the 

35 previous renewal application was submitted;
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1 (12) The licensee's signature to certify that he or she has prepared the application and has read the 

2 answers; that the information provided in the application is true; and that he or she has read the 

3 Board’s applicable statutes and rules; and

4 (13) The application fee, as prescribed by G.S. 93-12(7a). If the application fee is dishonored by the 

5 licensee's drawee bank for any reason, the Board shall suspend the license until the renewal fees and 

6 non-sufficient fund charges are paid.

7

8

9 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3); 93-12(5); 93-12(7a); 93-12(8a); 93-12(8b);

10 Eff. October 1, 1984;

11 Amended Eff. January 1, 2014; July 1, 2010; August 1, 1998; February 1, 1996; April 1, 1994; May 

12 1, 1989;

13 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

14 2014. 2014;

15 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08J .0107 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08J .0107 MAILING ADDRESSES OF CERTIFICATE HOLDERS AND CPA FIRMS

4 All certificate holders and CPA firms shall notify the Board electronically or in writing within 30 days of any change 

5 in home address and phone number; home address, phone number, or email address.  CPA firms shall notify the Board 

6 electronically or in writing within 30 days of any change in the CPA firm address mailing address, and phone number; 

7 business location physical address, and phone number; number, and or contact email address.

8

9 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 93-12(3); 93-12(7b)(5); 

10 Eff. October 1, 1984;

11 Amended Eff. January 1, 2014; April 1, 1999; April 1, 1991; August 1, 1986;

12 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

13 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08J .0108 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08J .0108 CPA FIRM REGISTRATION AND ONGOING REQUIREMENTS

4 (a)  All CPA firms shall register with the Board within 30 days after opening a North Carolina office or beginning a 

5 new CPA firm unless they are a professional corporation, professional limited liability company, or registered limited 

6 liability partnership, in which case they shall register prior to formation pursuant to 21 NCAC 08K .0104 and .0301.

7 (b)  In addition to the registration required by Paragraph (a) of this Rule, all CPA firms shall renew annually by January 

8 31 with the Board upon forms provided by the Board.

9 (c)  The information provided by the registration shall include:

10 (1) Either an application for exemption from peer review, a request to be deemed in compliance with 

11 peer review or registration for peer review, pursuant to 21 NCAC 08M .0105;

12 (2) For all CPA firms not exempt from the peer review program, with the registration immediately 

13 following its review, the information required by 21 NCAC 08M .0106(a);

14 (3) For all North Carolina offices, an office registration form indicating the name of the office 

15 supervisor, the location of the office and its telephone number;

16 (4) For all partnerships or registered limited liability partnerships, a list of all resident and nonresident 

17 partners of the partnership;

18 (5) For all professional limited liability companies, the information set forth in 21 NCAC 08K .0104(d);

19 (6) For all incorporated CPA firms, the information set forth in 21 NCAC 08K .0104(d);

20 (7) For all CPA firms, the appropriate registration fees as set forth in 21 NCAC 08J .0110; and

21 (8) For all new CPA firms, the percentage of ownership held individually by each non-CPA owner who 

22 has five percent or more of ownership: by CPAs;

23 (A) in the new CPA firm; and

24 (B) at the year-end in each CPA firm in which that owner was an owner during the preceding 

25 two years.

26 (9) For all changes in ownership of a CPA firm, the percentage of ownership held individually by each 

27 owner who has five percent or more of ownership.

28 (d)  All information provided for registration renewal with the Board shall pertain to events of and action taken during 

29 the year preceding the year of registration.  The last day of the preceding calendar year is the "year end." since the 

30 CPA firm’s last registration or renewal.

31 (e)  With regard to Paragraph (c)(3) of this Rule, one representative of a CPA firm may file all documents with the 

32 Board on behalf of the CPA firm's offices in North Carolina.  However, responsibility for compliance with this Rule 

33 remains with each office supervisor.

34 (f)  With regard to Paragraph (c)(4) or (c)(5) of this Rule, one annual listing by a representative of the partnership, 

35 registered limited liability partnership, or professional limited liability company shall satisfy the requirement for all 

36 owners of the CPA firm.  However, each owner remains responsible for compliance with this Rule.  The absence of a 
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1 filing under Paragraph (c)(4) or (c)(5) of this Rule shall be construed to mean that no partnership, registered limited 

2 liability partnership, or professional limited liability company exists.

3 (g)  Notice that a CPA firm has dissolved or any change in the information required by Paragraph (c)(3) of this Rule 

4 shall be delivered to the Board's office within 30 days after the change or dissolution occurs.  A professional 

5 corporation or professional limited liability company which is dissolving shall deliver the Articles of Dissolution to 

6 the Board's office within 30 days of filing with the Office of the Secretary of State.

7 (h)  Upon written petition by a CPA firm, the Board shall grant the CPA firm a conditional registration for a period of 

8 60 days or less, if the CPA firm shows that circumstances beyond its control prohibited it from registering with the 

9 Board, completing a peer review or notifying the Board of change or dissolution pursuant to Paragraphs (a), (b), (c), 

10 and (g) of this Rule.  The Board may grant a second extension under continued extenuating circumstances.

11 (i) A complete registration, renewal, as required by Paragraphs (b) and (c) of this Rule, shall be postmarked with 

12 proper postage or received in the Board office not later than the last day of January unless that date falls on a weekend 

13 or federal holiday, in which case that day shall be the next business day.  Only a U.S. Postal Service cancellation is 

14 considered as the postmark. If a registration is sent to the Board office via a private delivery service, the date the 

15 package is received by the delivery service is considered as the postmark. (h) a complete renewal, as required by 

16 Paragraphs (b) and (c) of this Rule, if delivered on a paper form, shall be postmarked with proper postage and received 

17 in the Board office not later than the last day of January unless that date falls on a weekend or federal holiday, in 

18 which case that day shall be the next business day. Only a U.S. Postal Service cancellation is considered as the 

19 postmark.  If a renewal is sent to the Board office via a private delivery service, the date the package is received by 

20 the delivery service is considered as the postmark. If the renewal is delivered by electronic means, it shall be sent not 

21 later than midnight on the last day of January unless that date falls on a weekend or federal holiday, in which case that 

22 day shall be the next business day.

23

24 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-10; G.S. 55B-6; 55B-10; 55B-12; 57D-1; 57D-2; 59-84.2; 93-12(8a); 93-

25 12(8c);

26 Eff. June 1, 1985;

27 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; January 1, 2004; April 1, 1999; August 1, 1998; August 1, 1995; 

28 April 1, 1994; April 1, 1991; May 1, 1989;

29 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

30 2014. 2014;

31 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08J .0109 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08J .0109 CPA FIRM PRACTICE PRIVILEGE NOTIFICATION

4 (a)  Notice pursuant to G.S. 93-10(c)(3) shall be made on a form supplied by the Board.  The form requires the out-

5 of-state CPA firm to identify itself and to disclose which of the services listed in G.S. 93-10(c)(3) are being provided 

6 to North Carolina clients.

7 (b)  The notification form shall contain the following:

8 (1) The CPA firm's full name;

9 (2) The CPA firm’s mailing address, telephone number, and website address;

10 (3) The supervising CPA’s name, and email address;

11 (4) The supervising CPA’s certificate number and issuing jurisdiction;

12 (5) An alternate contact person’s name and email address;

13 (6) The date of the last accepted peer review and the administering entity of that peer review;

14 (7) Identification of the services listed in G.S. 93-10(c)(3) that are being provided to North Carolina 

15 clients;

16 (8) The supervising CPA's signature to certify that he or she has prepared the application and has read 

17 the answers; that the information provided in the application is true; and that the CPA firm will 

18 comply with the Board’s applicable statutes and rules; and

19 (9) The notification is provided to the Board without a fee.

20

21

22 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-10;

23 Eff. February 1, 2011;

24 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

25 2014. 2014;

26 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.



1 of 1

1 21 NCAC 08J .0110 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08J .0110 REGISTRATION FEES

4 The annual registration fees shall be as follows:

5 (1) For all professional corporations or professional limited liability companies, twenty-five dollars 

6 ($25.00); and

7 (2) For all non-incorporated CPA firms which have offices both within and outside the state of North 

8 Carolina, whether sole proprietorships, partnerships, or registered limited liability partnerships, an 

9 amount equal to two thousand five hundred dollars ($2,500.00) ($2,500) or the number of CPA 

10 members of the CPA firm multiplied by ten dollars ($10.00), whichever is less.

11

12 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-11; 55B-12; 57D-1; 57D-2; 59-84.2; 93-12(7b); 93-12(8a); 93-12(8c);

13 Eff. April 1, 1991;

14 Amended Eff. January 1, 2004; April 1, 1999; August 1, 1998; April 1, 1994;

15 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

16 2014. 2014;

17 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08J .0111 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08J .0111 COMPLIANCE WITH CPA FIRM REGISTRATION

4 If a CPA firm fails to comply with any part of Rule .0108 or Rule .0110 of this Section, and continues to offer or 

5 render services, the Board may take disciplinary action against the CPA firm's members.  As set forth in G.S. 93-

6 12(9)(e), The disciplinary action may include:

7 (1) one hundred dollars ($100.00) civil penalty for non-compliance of less than 60 days;

8 (2) two hundred dollars ($200.00) civil penalty for non-compliance in excess of 60 days but not more 

9 than 120 days;

10 (3) five hundred dollars ($500.00) civil penalty for each member for non-compliance in excess of 120 

11 days.

12

13 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 59-84.2; 93-12(8c); 93-12(9);

14 Eff. April 1, 1994;

15 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; January 1, 2004; April 1, 1999;

16 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

17 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08J .0112 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08J .0112 RETIRED STATUS - CHANGE OF STATUS

4 (a)  A CPA on active or inactive status may apply to the Board for a change to CPA-retired status if that CPA completes 

5 an application provided by the Board confirming the following:

6 (1) they will not perform any of the services listed in 21 NCAC 08A .0307(2) 21 NCAC 08A .0307(a)(2) 

7 except that:

8 (A) they may prepare tax returns for themselves and their immediate family members without 

9 compensation. Immediate family is defined as spouse, domestic partner, parent, child, 

10 sibling, stepparent, parent-in-law, stepchild, child-in-law, grandparent, grandchild, sibling-

11 in-law, or legal dependent; and

12 (B) they may prepare tax returns through public service programs without compensation, such 

13 as the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program.

14 (2) they will not hold themselves out to the public as a certified public accountant while they remain on 

15 CPA-retired status except that they may use the designation "CPA-retired".

16 (3) they consent to the continued regulatory authority of the Board.

17 (b)  Individuals on CPA-retired status may receive compensation for any services that are not listed in 21 NCAC 08A 

18 .0307(2). 21 NCAC 08A .0307(a)(2).

19 (c)  Individuals on CPA-retired status must renew their certificate annually as set forth in 21 NCAC 08J .0101. 

20 However, individuals on CPA-retired status are exempt from the Board's annual CPE requirements.

21 (d)  Individuals on CPA-retired status may not have an ownership interest in a CPA firm.

22 (d) (e)  In addition to the requirements in Paragraph (a) of this Rule, the application to move from inactive status to 

23 CPA-retired status will also contain the requirements set forth in 21 NCAC 08F .0502. However, the application will 

24 not require an experience affidavit or three certificates of good moral character.

25 (e) (f)  An individual on CPA-retired status may change to active status by:

26 (1) furnishing the Board with evidence of satisfactory completion of 40 hours 2,000 minutes of CPE 

27 courses during the 12-month period immediately preceding the application for change of status. 

28 Eight of the required hours shall be credits derived from a course or examination in North Carolina 

29 accountancy statutes and rules (including the Code of Professional Ethics and Conduct as set forth 

30 in 21 NCAC 08N contained therein) as set forth in 21 NCAC 08F .0504; and

31 (2) submitting three certificates of good moral character completed by CPAs on active status. 

32 submitting a reinstatement application in accordance with the requirements as set forth in 21 NCAC 

33 08F .0502(b) through (e).

34

35 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(3); 93-12(8); 93-12(8b);

36 Eff. September 1, 2023. 2023;

37 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.



1 of 1

1 21 NCAC 08J .0113 is proposed for adoption as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08J .0113 LICENSE RENEWAL FORM

4 (a)  To renew a CPA certificate, the licensee annually shall complete and submit to the Board a renewal application. 

5 Failure to submit a completed renewal application by July 31 shall cause the licensee's license to be forfeited.

6 (b)  The renewal form shall contain the following:

7 (1) The licensee's full name and license number;

8 (2) Whether the licensee is renewing an active or retired status pursuant per Rule .0112 of this Section;

9 (3) The licensee’s job concentration area, occupation area, and job title;

10 (4) Whether the licensee has complied with the Board’s continuing professional education rules;

11 (5) A report of the CPE credit minutes obtained by the licensee during the current reporting period 

12 identifying attending at least 2,000 continuing education minutes of courses in accordance with 

13 Section .0400 – CPE Requirements of these Rules since the previous renewal application was 

14 submitted;

15 (6) Affirmation to the licensee’s moral character as per 21 NCAC 08F .0505 and 21 NCAC 08N .0204 

16 since the previous renewal application was submitted and, if so, a statement providing the relevant 

17 explanation and documents for any no responses;

18 (7) Whether the licensee has been subject to any investigation for employee misclassification since the 

19 previous renewal application was submitted;

20 (8) The licensee's signature to certify that he or she has prepared the application and has read the 

21 answers; that the information provided in the application is true; and that he or she has read the NC 

22 Industrial Commission Public Notice Statement; and

23 (9) The application fee, as prescribed by G.S. 93-12(8). If the application fee is dishonored by the 

24 licensee's drawee bank for any reason, the Board shall suspend the license until the renewal fees and 

25 non-sufficient fund charges are paid.

26

27 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(8);

28 Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08K .0104 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08K .0104 REGISTRATION AND RENEWAL

4 (a)  Domestic CPA professional corporations or professional limited liability companies must be formed and all CPA 

5 professional corporations or professional limited liability companies must be operated in accordance with the 

6 requirements set out in G.S. 55B and 57D. Before any CPA professional corporation or professional limited liability 

7 company can offer to perform or perform any professional services in this state, it must register with the Board.

8 (b)  Initial registration.

9 (1) Domestic CPA Corporation or Professional Limited Liability Company. In order to register initially 

10 with this Board, the incorporators of a domestic CPA corporation or professional limited liability 

11 company, prior to incorporation of the CPA firm, must:

12 (A) prepare and file with the Board the articles of incorporation along with any supporting 

13 documents and appropriate checks for fees payable to the Secretary of State;

14 (B) complete and file with the Board the application for professional corporation or 

15 professional limited liability company registration form along with any supporting 

16 documents; and

17 (C) pay to the Board an initial registration fee of fifty dollars ($50.00). of fifty dollars ($50.00) 

18 as set forth in G.S. 93-12(7b).

19 (2) Foreign CPA Corporation or Foreign Limited Liability Company. To register initially with the 

20 Board, the officers of a foreign corporation or foreign limited liability company, prior to performing 

21 services or offering to perform services in North Carolina, must submit to the Board:

22 (A) on an application for registration form provided by the Board, a list of its present 

23 shareholders or members and the state or territory issuing the CPA certificate, or the 

24 equivalent, of each shareholder or member and the number of each certificate or equivalent; 

25 and

26 (B) the documents required by G.S. 55-15-01(a) and 57D-7.

27 (C) pay to the Board an initial registration fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) as set forth in G.S. 93-

28 12(7b).

29 (c)  In addition to its initial registration, every CPA corporation or professional limited liability company, whether 

30 domestic or foreign, must register renew annually pursuant to 21 NCAC 08J .0108.

31 (d)  The application for registration by a CPA corporation or professional limited liability company shall provide the 

32 following information:

33 (1) the name and address name, address, phone number, and email address of the professional 

34 corporation or professional limited liability company;

35 (2) the address of each office operated or maintained by the corporation or professional limited liability 

36 company;

37 (3) the names and addresses of all the officers, directors, shareholders, or members; and
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1 (4) the names and addresses of all the employees and managers of the corporation or professional 

2 limited liability company licensed by the Board under the provisions of G.S. 93.

3

4 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-11; 57D-1; 57D-2; 59-84.2; 93-8; 93-12(7b); 93-12(8c);

5 Eff. February 1, 1976;

6 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

7 Amended Eff. July 1, 2010; April 1, 1999; April 1, 1994; April 1, 1991; May 1, 1989; August 1, 

8 1988;

9 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

10 2014;

11 Amended Eff. March 1, 2020. 2020;

12 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08K .0201 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08K .0201 CORPORATE AND PROFESSIONAL LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

4 NAMES

5 (a)  The corporate name of a professional corporation registered under these Rules shall contain the wording 

6 "corporation," "incorporated," "limited," "company," "professional corporation," or "professional association," or an 

7 abbreviation of one of the foregoing:  "Corp.," "Inc.," "Ltd.," "Co.," "P.C.," or "P.A."

8 (b)  The corporate name of a professional limited liability company registered under these Rules shall contain the 

9 wording "professional limited liability company," "professional ltd. liability co.," "professional limited liability co.," 

10 or "professional ltd. liability company," or an abbreviation of one of the foregoing: "P.L.L.C." or "PLLC."

11 (c)  The use of "CPA" or "Certified Public Accountant(s)" in the corporate name is encouraged, but not required. Any 

12 name shall also meet the requirements in 21 NCAC 8N .0302 and .0307. 21 NCAC 08N .0302 and .0307.

13

14 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-5; 55B-12; 57C-1; 57C-2;

15 Eff. February 1, 1976;

16 Readopted Eff. September 26, 1977;

17 Amended Eff. April 1, 1994; May 1, 1989; December 1, 1988; April 1, 1988;

18 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

19 2014. 2014;

20 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08K .0301 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08K .0301 REGISTERED LIMITED LIABILITY PARTNERSHIPS

4 (a)  Any Registered Limited Liability Partnership CPA registered limited liability partnership created pursuant to and 

5 in compliance with G.S. 59 shall also comply with all accountancy laws and rules pertaining to partnerships.

6 (b)  Before any CPA registered limited liability partnership may perform or offer to perform any professional services 

7 in this state, it shall file with the Board the certificate of registration of the Secretary of State and appropriate fees 

8 payable to the Secretary of State.

9

10 History Note: Authority G.S. 59-84.2; 59-84.3; 93-12;

11 Temporary Adoption Eff. October 1, 1993 for a period of 180 days or until the permanent rule 

12 becomes effective, whichever is sooner;

13 Eff. April 1, 1994;

14 Amended Eff. August 1, 1998;

15 Pursuant to G.S. 150B-21.3A, rule is necessary without substantive public interest Eff. October 28, 

16 2014. 2014;

17 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08M .0105 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 SUBCHAPTER 08M - STATE QUALITY REPORT AND PEER REVIEW PROGRAM

4

5 SECTION .0100 - GENERAL SQR REQUIREMENTS

6

7 21 NCAC 08M .0105 PEER REVIEW REQUIREMENTS

8 (a)  A CPA or CPA firm providing any of the following services to the public shall participate in a peer review 

9 program:

10 (1) audits;

11 (2) reviews of financial statements;

12 (3) compilations of financial statements; or

13 (4) any engagement to be performed in accordance with the Statements on Standards for Attestation 

14 Engagements.

15 (b)  A CPA or CPA firm not providing any of the services listed in Paragraph (a) of this Rule is exempt from peer 

16 review until the issuance of the first report provided to a client. A CPA or CPA firm shall register with the peer review 

17 program as listed in Paragraph (d) of this Rule within 30 days of the issuance of the first report provided to a client.

18 (c)  A CPA, a new CPA firm, or a CPA firm exempt from peer review that starts providing any of the services in 

19 Paragraph (a) of this Rule shall furnish to the peer review program selected financial statements, corresponding work 

20 papers, and any additional information or documentation required for the peer review program within 18 months of 

21 the issuance of the first report provided to a client.

22 (d)  Participation Enrollment in and completion of the AICPA Peer Review Program, or a program that substantially 

23 complies with the AICPA Standards for Performing and Reporting on Peer Reviews, shall be required. The AICPA 

24 Standards for Performing and Reporting on Peer Reviews are incorporated by reference, including subsequent 

25 amendments and editions. This document may be accessed at https://us.aicpa.org/research/standards/peerreview at no 

26 cost.

27 (e)  CPA firms shall not rearrange their structure or act in any manner with the intent to avoid participation enrollment 

28 in peer review.

29 (f)  A CPA firm that does not have offices in North Carolina and that has provided any services as listed in G.S. 93-

30 10(c)(3) to North Carolina clients shall participate enroll in a peer review program.

31 (g)  Subsequent peer reviews of a CPA firm are due three years and six months from the year end of the 12-month 

32 period of the first peer review, unless granted an extension by the peer review program.

33 (h)  All CPA firms enrolled in the AICPA Peer Review Program registered with this Board shall also participate in 

34 the AICPA Facilitated State Board Access process. process and shall not opt out of any part of the process.

35 (i)  The firm shall allow the administrating entity to provide the Board access to the documents and peer review 

36 information via a secure website process such as the AICPA Facilitated State Board Access (FSBA).

37
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1 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-10(c); 93-12(8c);

2 Eff. January 1, 2004;

3 Amended Eff. January 1, 2014; February 1, 2011; January 1, 2006;

4 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

5 Amended Eff. September 1, 2023. 2023;

6 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08M .0106 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08M .0106 COMPLIANCE

4 (a)  A CPA firm registered for peer review shall provide to the Board the following:

5 (1) peer review due date;

6 (2) year end date;

7 (3) final Letter of Acceptance the acceptance letter from the administering entity from the peer review 

8 program within 60 days of the date of the letter; and 

9 (4) a package to include the Peer Review Report, Letter of Response, and Final Letter of Acceptance 

10 for all failed and second passed with deficiencies reports reports, a package to include the following 

11 items issued by a peer review program within 60 days of the date of the Final Letter of Acceptance. 

12 completion letter:

13 (a) peer review report accepted by the administering entity;

14 (b) the firm’s letter of response to the peer review report;

15 (c) the acceptance letter from the administering entity; and

16 (d) letter signed by the administering entity notifying the firm that the required actions have been 

17 appropriately completed, if applicable.

18 (b)  A peer review shall not be complete until the Final Letter of Acceptance completion letter is issued by the peer 

19 review program with the new due date.

20 (c)  If a CPA firm fails to comply with   Rule .0105(c), (d), or (g) of this Section, and continues to offer or render 

21 services, the Board may take disciplinary action against the CPA firm's members that may include a suspension of 

22 each members' CPA certificate for a period of not less than 30 days and a civil penalty up to one thousand dollars 

23 ($1,000) as set forth in G.S. 93-12(b)(9). G.S. 93-12(9).

24

25 History Note: Authority G.S. 93-12(7b); 93-12(8c);

26 Eff. January 1, 2004;

27 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; January 1, 2006;

28 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

29 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0203 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0203 DISCREDITABLE CONDUCT PROHIBITED

4 (a)  A CPA shall not engage in conduct discreditable to the accounting profession.

5 (b)  Prohibited discreditable conduct includes:

6 (1) acts that reflect adversely on the CPA's honesty, integrity, trustworthiness, good moral character, or 

7 fitness as a CPA;

8 (2) stating or implying an ability to improperly influence a governmental agency or official;

9 (3) failing to comply with any order issued by the Board;

10 (4) failing to fulfill the terms of a peer review engagement contract;

11 (5) misrepresentation in reporting CPE credits; 

12 (6) entering into any settlement or other resolution of a dispute that purports to keep its contents 

13 confidential from the Board; or Board;

14 (7) failing to participate in a peer review program pursuant to 21 NCAC 08M .0105. 21 NCAC 08M 

15 .0105; or

16 (8) failing to execute an experience affidavit as set forth in 21 NCAC 08F .0401(b)(4) following a 

17 determination by the Board that the license applicant meets the Board’s criteria to execute that 

18 affidavit.

19

20 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 93-12(3); 93-12(9);

21 Eff. April 1, 1994;

22 Amended Eff. January 1, 2014; January 1, 2004; August 1, 1995;

23 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

24 Amended Eff. May 1, 2017. 2017;

25 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0216 is proposed for adoption as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0216 PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT

4 A CPA shall not subordinate the CPA's professional judgment to non-CPAs.

5

6 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 93-12(9);

7 Eff. April 1, 1994;

8 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

9 Proposed for adoption Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0301 is proposed for repeal through readoption as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0301 PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT

4

5 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 93-12(9);

6 Eff. April 1, 1994;

7 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

8 Repealed Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0302 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0302 FORMS OF PRACTICE

4 (a)  Authorized Forms of Practice. A CPA who uses CPA in or with the name of the business or offers or renders 

5 audits, reviews, compilations, agreed-upon procedure or engagement services performed in accordance with the 

6 standards in 21 NCAC 08A .0301(b)(5) in the public practice of accountancy to clients shall do so only through a 

7 registered sole proprietorship, partnership, Professional Corporation, Professional Limited Liability Company, or 

8 Registered Limited Liability Partnership.

9 (b)  Authorized Ownership. A CPA firm may have an ownership of up to 49 percent by non-CPAs. A CPA firm shall 

10 have ownership of at least 51 percent and be controlled in law and fact by holders of valid CPA certificates who have 

11 the unrestricted privilege to use the CPA title and to practice public accountancy in a jurisdiction and at least one of 

12 whom shall be licensed by this Board.

13 (c)  CPA Firm Registration Required. A CPA shall not offer or render professional services through a CPA firm that 

14 is in violation of the registration requirements of 21 NCAC 08J .0108, 08J .0110, or 08M .0105.

15 (d)  Supervision of CPA Firms. Every North Carolina office of a CPA firm registered in North Carolina shall be 

16 actively and locally supervised by a designated actively licensed North Carolina CPA whose primary responsibility 

17 and a corresponding amount of time shall be work performed in that office.

18 (e)  CPA Firm Requirements for CPA Ownership. A CPA firm and its designated supervising CPA shall be 

19 accountable for the following in regard to a CPA owner:

20 (1) a CPA owner shall be a natural person or a general partnership or a limited liability partnership 

21 directly owned by natural persons;

22 (2) a CPA owner shall actively participate in the business of the CPA firm; and

23 (3) a CPA owner who, prior to January 1, 2006, is not actively participating in the CPA firm may 

24 continue as an owner until such time as his or her ownership is terminated.

25 (f)  CPA Firm Requirements for Non-CPA Ownership. A CPA firm and its designated supervising CPA owner shall 

26 be accountable for the following in regard to a non-CPA owner:

27 (1) a non-CPA owner shall be a natural person or a general partnership or limited liability partnership 

28 directly owned by natural persons;

29 (2) a non-CPA owner shall actively participate in the business of the firm or an affiliated entity as his 

30 or her principal occupation;

31 (3) a non-CPA owner shall comply with all applicable accountancy statutes and the rules as set forth in 

32 G.S. 93 and all rules in this Chapter.

33 (4) a non-CPA owner shall be of good moral character and shall be dismissed and disqualified from 

34 ownership for any conduct that, if committed by a licensee, would result in a discipline pursuant to 

35 G.S. 93-12(9); and

36 (5) a non-CPA owner shall report his or her name, home address, phone number, social security number, 

37 and Federal Tax ID number (if any) on the CPA firm's registration.
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1 (g)  ESOP Ownership.  Notwithstanding the restrictions set forth in subparagraph (f) of this section, up to 49 percent 

2 of the ownership in a CPA firm may be held in an employee stock ownership plan (“ESOP”) that meets the 

3 requirements of Section 409 of the Internal Revenue Code.  All trustees of the ESOP must be licensed CPAs in a 

4 United States jurisdiction.  Further, the beneficial ownership in an ESOP may not be held by persons who are not 

5 active participants in the CPA firm.

6

7 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 93-12(9);

8 Eff. April 1, 1994;

9 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; January 1, 2006; April 1, 2003; April 1, 1999; August 1, 1995;

10 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

11 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0305 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0305 RETENTION OF CLIENT RECORDS

4 (a)  A CPA shall return client-provided records in the CPA's custody or control to the client at the client's request. 

5 Client-provided records are accounting or other records, including hardcopy and electronic reproductions of such 

6 records, belonging to the client that were provided to the CPA by, or on behalf of, the client.

7 (b)  Unless a CPA and the client have agreed to the contrary, when a client makes a request for CPA prepared records 

8 or a CPA's work products that are in the CPA's custody or control that have not previously been provided to the client, 

9 the CPA shall respond to the client's request as follows:

10 (1) The CPA shall provide CPA prepared records relating to a completed and issued work product to 

11 the client, except that such records may be withheld if fees are due to the CPA for that specific work 

12 product; and

13 (2) The CPA's work products shall be provided to the client, except that such work products may be 

14 withheld:

15 (A) if fees are due to the CPA for the specific work product;

16 (B) if the work product is incomplete;

17 (C) if for the purpose of complying with professional standards. For example, withholding an 

18 audit report due to outstanding audit issues; or

19 (D) if threatened or outstanding litigation exists concerning the engagement or CPA's work.

20 (c)  CPA prepared records are accounting or other records that the CPA was not specifically engaged to prepare and 

21 that are not in the client's books and records or are otherwise not available to the client, thus rendering the client's 

22 financial information incomplete. Examples include adjusting, closing, combining, or consolidating journal entries 

23 including computations supporting such entries and supporting schedules and documents that the CPA proposed or 

24 prepared as part of an engagement, an audit being an example. CPA's work products are deliverables set forth in the 

25 terms of the engagement, such as tax returns. engagement.

26 (d)  Once a CPA has complied with the requirements described in Paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Rule, he or she shall 

27 not be under any further ethical obligation to:

28 (1) comply with any subsequent requests to again provide records or copies of records described in 

29 Paragraphs (a) and (b) of this Rule. If subsequent to complying with a request, a client experiences 

30 a loss of records due to a natural disaster, the CPA shall comply with an additional request to provide 

31 such records that are in possession of the CPA; and

32 (2) retain records for periods that exceed applicable professional standards, state and federal statutes 

33 and regulations, and contractual agreements relating to the service performed.

34 (e)  A CPA who has provided records to an individual designated or held out as the client's representative, such as the 

35 general partner, or majority shareholder, shall not be obligated to provide such records to other individuals associated 

36 with the client. However, in the case of joint individual tax returns, each named taxpayer on that return shall be entitled 

37 to a copy of the tax returns and supporting schedules from the CPA.
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1 (f)  Work papers shall be the CPA's property, and the CPA is not required to provide such information to the client. 

2 However, state and federal statutes and regulations and contractual agreements may impose additional requirements 

3 on the CPA.

4 (g)  In fulfilling a request for client provided records, CPA prepared records, or a CPA's work products, the CPA may:

5 (1) charge the client a fee for the time and expense incurred to retrieve and copy such records and 

6 require that the client pay the fee before the CPA provides the records to the client;

7 (2) provide the requested records in any format usable by the client. The CPA is not required to convert 

8 records that are not in electronic format to electronic format. If the client requests records in a 

9 specific format and the records are available in such format within the CPA's custody and control, 

10 the client's request shall be honored. In addition, the CPA is not required to provide the client with 

11 formulas, unless the formulas support the client's underlying accounting or other records or the CPA 

12 was engaged to provide such formulas as part of a completed work product. The CPA is not required 

13 to provide electronic data files to a client if they were created with tax preparation software owned 

14 or licensed by the CPA; and

15 (3) make and retain copies of any records that the CPA returned or provided to the client.

16 (h)  A CPA who is required to return or provide records to the client shall comply with the client's request as soon as 

17 practicable, but no later than 45 days after the request is made.

18

19 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 93-12(9);

20 Eff. April 1, 1994;

21 Amended Eff. January 1, 2006; April 1, 2003;

22 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

23 Amended Eff. September 1, 2023; May 1, 2017. 2017;

24 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0306 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0306 ADVERTISING OR OTHER FORMS OF SOLICITATION

4 (a)  Deceptive Advertising. A CPA shall not seek to obtain clients by advertising or using other forms of solicitation 

5 in a manner that is deceptive.

6 (b)  Specialty Designations. A CPA may advertise the nature of services provided to clients, but the CPA shall not 

7 advertise or indicate a specialty designation or other title unless the CPA has met the requirements of the granting 

8 organization for the separate title or specialty designation and the individual is currently on active status and in good 

9 standing with the granting organization for the separate title or specialty designation.

10 (c)  The CPA firm shall offer to perform or perform professional services only in the exact name of the CPA firm as 

11 registered with the Board. The exact CPA firm name as registered with the Board shall be used on the following 

12 documents:

13 (1) letterhead;

14 (2) (1) contracts;

15 (3) (2) engagement letters;

16 (4) (3) tax returns; and

17 (5) (4) all professional services reports.

18 (d)  The CPA firm may advertise professional services using the exact name of the CPA firm, a portion of the CPA 

19 firm name, or initials or acronyms derived from the exact CPA firm name as registered with the Board.

20 (e)  Any CPA or CPA firm offering to or performing professional services via the Internet shall include the following 

21 information on the Internet:

22 (1) CPA business or CPA firm name as registered with the Board;

23 (2) principal place of business;

24 (3) (2) business phone number; and

25 (4) (3) North Carolina certificate number and North Carolina as jurisdiction of certification.

26 (f)  The use of the phrase "certified public accountant(s)" or "CPA(s)" in the name of any business entity on letterhead, 

27 professional services reports, business cards, brochures, building signage, office signs, telephone directories, 

28 contracts, engagement letters, tax returns, Internet directories, or any other advertisements or forms or solicitation 

29 shall be prohibited except for registered CPA firms.

30

31 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 93-12(9);

32 Eff. April 1, 1994;

33 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; April 1, 1999; February 1, 1996;

34 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

35 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0307 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0307 CPA FIRM NAMES

4 (a)  Registration of Firm Names. A business may not use a CPA firm name unless that name has been registered with 

5 the Board.

6 (b)  Misleading Names Prohibited. A CPA firm shall not trade upon the CPA title through use of any name that is 

7 misleading. A misleading CPA firm name is one which: includes, but are not limited to, the following:

8 (1) Implies the existence of a partnership or registered limited liability partnership or a professional 

9 corporation or professional limited liability company if the firm is not, in fact, one of those entities;

10 (2) Includes the name of an individual who is not a CPA if the words "certified public accountants" or 

11 "CPAs" are included in the firm name;

12 (3) Includes information about or indicates an association with persons who are not current or former 

13 members of the firm, unless the name is that of a firm network;

14 (4) Includes the terms "& Company", "& Associates", or "Group", but the firm does not include, in 

15 addition to the named partner, shareholder, owner, or member, at least one other unnamed partner, 

16 shareholder, owner, member, or staff employee;

17 (5) Contains any representation that would be likely to cause a reasonable person to have a false or 

18 unjustified expectation of favorable results or capabilities, including names indicating qualitative 

19 superiority or pricing differences;

20 (6) Claims or implies the ability to influence a regulatory body or official; or

21 (7) Includes the name of an owner whose license has been revoked for disciplinary reasons by the 

22 Board, whereby the licensee has been prohibited from practicing public accountancy or prohibited 

23 from using the title CPA or holding themselves out as a Certified Public Accountant.

24 (c)  Permissible Firm Names: The following is a non-exhaustive list of types of CPA firm names that are not in and 

25 of themselves misleading and are permissible so long as they do not violate other firm name provisions:

26 (1) A firm name that includes the names or initials of one or more former or current owners;

27 (2) A firm name that excludes the names of one or more former or current owners;

28 (3) A firm name that uses the "CPA" title as part of the firm name when all named individuals are 

29 owners of the firm who hold the CPA title or are former owners who held the CPA title at the time 

30 they ceased to be owners of the firm; or

31 (4) A firm name that includes the name of a non-CPA owner if the words "certified public accountant" 

32 or "CPA" title are not a part of the firm name.

33 (d)  Any CPA firm registered in another jurisdiction that provides notification of intent to practice pursuant to G.S. 

34 93-10(c)(3) may practice under the name as registered with that jurisdiction.

35

36 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-5; 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 93-12(9);

37 Eff. April 1, 1994;
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1 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; January 1, 2006; April 1, 1999; August 1, 1995;

2 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016;

3 Amended Eff. September 1, 2023. 2023;

4 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0310 is proposed for adoption as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0310 FORENSIC SERVICES

4 (a)  Statement on Standards for Forensic Services. A CPA shall not render forensic services unless the CPA has 

5 complied with the Statement on Standards for Forensic Services.

6 (b)  Statement on Standards for Forensic Services. The Statement for Forensic Services, including the definition of 

7 such services, issued by the AICPA are incorporated by reference, including subsequent amendments and editions. 

8 This document may be accessed at https://www.aicpa.org/resources/download/statement-on-standards-for-forensic-

9 services at no cost.

10

11 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57-D-02); 93-12(9);

12 Eff. September 1, 2023.

13 Proposed for adoption Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0401 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0401 PUBLIC RELIANCE

4 The rules in this Section apply to any CPA who engages in attest services as defined in 21 NCAC 08A .0301(b). 21 

5 NCAC 08A .0301(b)(5). 

6

7 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 93-12(9);

8 Eff. April 1, 1994;

9 Amended Eff. January 1, 2006;

10 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

11 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0402 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0402 INDEPENDENCE

4 (a)  A CPA, or the CPA's firm, who is performing an engagement in which the CPA, or the CPA's firm, will issue a 

5 report on financial statements of any client (other than a report in which lack of independence is disclosed) shall be 

6 independent with respect to the client in fact and appearance. shall conform in fact and in appearance to the 

7 independence standards established by the AICPA and this Board, and, where applicable, the SEC, the U.S. GAO, the 

8 PCAOB and other national or international regulatory or professional standard setting bodies.

9 (b)  Independence is impaired if, during the period of the professional engagement, a covered person: The PCAOB 

10 independence rules are hereby incorporated by reference, including subsequent amendments and editions.  They may 

11 be accessed at www.pcaobus.org/oversight/standards/ethics-independence-rules.

12 (1) had or was committed to acquire any direct or material indirect financial interest in the client;

13 (2) was a trustee of any trust or executor or administrator of any estate if such trust or estate had or was 

14 committed to acquire any direct or material indirect financial interest in the client; and 

15 (A) the covered person (individually or with others) had the authority to make investment 

16 decisions for the trust or estate;

17 (B) the trust or estate owned or was committed to acquire more than 10 percent of the client's 

18 outstanding equity securities or other ownership interests; or 

19 (C) the value of the trust's or estate's holdings in the client exceeded 10 percent of the total 

20 assets of the trust or estate;

21 (3) had a joint closely held investment that was material to the covered person; or

22 (4) except as permitted in the AICPA Professional Standards Code of Professional Conduct and Bylaws, 

23 had any loan to or from the client or any officer or director of the client, or any individual owning 

24 10 percent or more of the client's outstanding equity securities or other ownership interests.

25 (c)  Independence is impaired if during the period of the professional engagement, a shareholder, a member, a partner 

26 or professional employee of the firm, his or her immediate family and close relatives, (as defined in the AICPA Code 

27 of Professional Conduct and Bylaws) or any group of such persons acting together owned more than five percent of a 

28 client's outstanding equity securities or other ownership interests. The SEC independence rules are codified at 17 CFR 

29 210.2-01 and are hereby incorporated by reference, including subsequent amendments and editions.  They may be 

30 accessed at www.ecfr.gov/current/title-17/chapter-11 at no cost.

31 (d)  Independence is impaired if, during the period covered by the financial statements, or during the period of the 

32 professional engagement, a shareholder, a member, a partner, or professional employee of the firm was simultaneously 

33 associated with the client as a:

34 (1) director, officer, employee, or in any capacity equivalent to that of a member of management;

35 (2) promoter, underwriter, or voting trustee; or 

36 (3) trustee for any pension or profit-sharing trust of the client.

37 (e)  For the purposes of this Rule "covered person" is
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1 (1) an individual on the attest engagement team;

2 (2) an individual in a position to influence the attest engagement;

3 (3) a partner or manager who provides non-attest services to the attest client beginning once he or she 

4 provides 10 hours of non-attest services to the client within any fiscal year and ending on the later 

5 of the date:

6 (A) the firm signs the report on the financial statements for the fiscal year during which those 

7 services were provided; or 

8 (B) he or she no longer expects to provide 10 or more hours of non-attest services to the attest 

9 client on a recurring basis;

10 (4) a partner in the office in which the lead attest engagement partner primarily practices in connection 

11 with the attest engagement;

12 (5) the firm, including the firm's employee benefit plans; or 

13 (6) an entity whose operating, financial, or accounting policies can be controlled (as defined by 

14 generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP) for consolidation purposes) by any of the 

15 individuals or entities described in Subparagraphs (1) through (5) of this Paragraph or by two or 

16 more such individuals or entities if they act together;

17 (f)  The impairments of independence listed in this Rule shall not be interpreted to be an all inclusive list.

18

19 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 93-12(9);

20 Eff. April 1, 1994;

21 Amended Eff. February 1, 2011; April 1, 2003;

22 Readopted Eff. February 1, 2016. 2016;

23 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0411 is proposed for readoption with substantive changes as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0411 AUDITS SUBJECT TO THE SINGLE AUDIT ACT

4 A CPA rendering audit services to a state or local government entity, non-profit organization, or other entity that is 

5 subject to the Single Audit Act of 1984, P.L. 98-502, and the Single Audit Act Amendments of 1996, P.L. 104-156, 

6 must comply with the Single Audit Act amendments as implemented through Subpart F - Audit Requirements of Title 

7 2 of C.F.R., Chapter II, Part 200 Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for 

8 Federal Awards (2 CFR part 200). 2 CFR part 200 is hereby incorporated by reference, including subsequent 

9 amendments and editions.  This document may be accessed at www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2 at no cost.

10

11 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57D-2-02; 93-12(9);

12 Eff. September 1, 2023. 2023;

13 Readopted Eff. May 1, 2026.
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1 21 NCAC 08N .0412 is proposed for repeal through readoption as follows:

2

3 21 NCAC 08N .0412 FORENSIC SERVICES

4

5 History Note: Authority G.S. 55B-12; 57-D-02); 93-12(9);

6 Eff. September 1, 2023. 2023;

7 Repealed Eff. May 1, 2026.
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PUBLIC SESSION MINUTES 
December 15, 2025 

BOARD MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE: Jodi K. Kruse, CPA, President; D. Michael (Mickey) Payseur, CPA, 
Vice President; Ulysses Taylor, CPA, Esq., Secretary-Treasurer; James T. Ahler, CAE; Tammy F. Coley, 
CPA; Maria M. Lynch, Esq.; and Kecia Williams Smith, Ph.D., CPA. 

BOARD STAFF IN ATTENDANCE: David R. Nance, CPA, Executive Director; S. Lynne Sanders, CPA, 
Deputy Director; Frank Trainor, Esq., Staff Attorney; Felecia Ashe, Accounting Specialist; Phyllis Ellott, 
Exam Specialist; and Lisa Hearne-Bogle, Communications Officer.  

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Noel L. Allen, Esq., Board Legal Counsel; Jerome Elliott; Joshua Elliott; 
Winnetra Elliott; Gary Massey, CPA; Sgt. J.D. Rattelade, Raleigh Police Department; Mark Soticheck, 
CPA, CEO, NCACPA; Jennifer Van Zant, Esq.; and Beulah Wiggins 

CALL TO ORDER: Ms. Kruse called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST: No conflicts of interest were reported.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Mr. Taylor moved to approve the agenda, and Mr. Ahler seconded. The 
motion was approved by a vote of seven in favor and none against. 

MINUTES: Mr. Ahler moved to approve the November 17, 2025, meeting minutes, and Ms. Lynch 
seconded. The motion was approved by a vote of seven in favor and none opposed. 

FINANCIAL AND BUDGETARY ITEMS: Mr. Payseur moved to approve the November 2025 financial 
statements, and Ms. Coley seconded. The motion was approved by a vote of seven in favor and none 
opposed. 

LEGISLATIVE AND RULEMAKING ITEMS: Mr. Nance noted that the 60-day comment period for the 
rules begins December 15, 2025, and that the Board will hold a rulemaking hearing at the next Board 
meeting on January 21, 2026. Mr. Nance also provided an update on the Board's work to pursue 
options for verifying Social Security numbers, as required by House Bill 926, enacted in October 2025. 

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION ITEMS: Mr. Ahler moved to approve the response to the Invitation to 
Comment on NASBA’s White Paper regarding Alternative Practice Structure & Private Equity: 
Considerations and Questions for Boards of Accountancy, and Mr. Taylor seconded. The motion was 
approved by a vote of seven in favor and none opposed. (Appendix I) 

Ms. Sanders shared an update from NASBA’s CPE Standards Working Group. 

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS COMMITTEE REPORT: The Board approved, with seven votes in favor 
and none opposed, the following recommendations as presented by Mr. Payseur: 

ITEM I-D
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Case Nos. C2025188-1 and C2025188-2 - Willie Cooper, Jr. and Willie Cooper, Jr., CPA - Approve the 
signed Consent Order. (Appendix II)  

Case Nos. C2025194-1 and C2025194-2 - Jon Thomas Vincent and Jon T. Vincent, CPA, PC - Approve 
the signed Consent Order. (Appendix III) 

Case Nos. C2025190-1 and C2025190-2 - J. Alan Rutherford and J. Alan Rutherford, CPA, P.A. - 
Approve the signed Consent Order. (Appendix IV) 

Mr. Payseur reported that the Committee provided guidance to the staff on eight items. 

PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION AND APPLICATIONS COMMITTEE REPORT: The Board approved, with 
seven votes in favor and none opposed, the following Committee recommendations as presented by 
Dr. Smith: 

Application for Transfer of Exam Scores - Approve the following applications for transfer of Uniform 
CPA Exam scores from another jurisdiction: 

Audrey Rose Carroll 
Jack Ryan McGuire 
Laila Mayana Pettigrew 

Casey Anne Tevlin Shelton 
Migael Heine Strydom 
Madilyn Lynette Thacker 

Application for Original CPA Certificate - Approve the following applications for original North 
Carolina CPA licensure: 

Mazen Nasr Algaradi 
Austin Tyler Bailey 
Josie Eileen Baldwin 
Brandon Michael Bjornson 
Andrew Ryan Bowden 
Ethan Michael Brotherton 
Audrey Rose Carroll 
Sara Kathleen Cauthen 
Linwood Allen Cheshire 
Francis Chiwanza 
Ryan Joseph Conrad 
Peter Godwin Davis 
Tara Christine Essey 
Alexander Owen Forrest 
Trevor Thomas Grant 
Lily Catherine Grissom 
Mattie Lee Hager 
Chase Hunter Hartman 
Cameron Allen Heath 
Erin Nicole Host 
Grant Alan Jacobson 

Allen McLean Kay 
Riley Michael Lagenor 
Jonathan Grant Lewis 
Jessica Mati Mastor 
Jack Ryan McGuire 
James Edward Morrison III 
Brandon Eugene Morton 
Samantha Frances Nelson 
Reese Turner Niccum 
Salazaku Lauren Nsiambote 
Daniel Joseph O’Connor 
Paul Landon Owen 
Laila Mayana Pettigrew 
Joshua Taylor Pope 
Morgan Varee Reinecke 
Anna Marie Rigg 
Steven Charles Saavedra 
Olivia Rose Schwager 
Darrius Jimmy Aaron Shaw 
Casey Anne Tevlin Shelton 
Sodiq Adeshola Shofoluwe 
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Hammad Siddiqi 
Lori Marie Stahlberg 
Migael Heine Strydom 
Zachary Campbell Suelflow 
Kristina Swain 

Madilyn Lynette Thacker 
Brandon Marshall Williams 
Jamie Ann Wilson 
Derek Gregory Winslow 
Michelle Dami Yu 

 
Application for Temporary Permit - Approve the following temporary permits approved by the 
Deputy Director: 
 
Gabriel A. Milla T15418  
Christopher Grant Akin T15419 
Alana Nicole Winfield T15420 
Grayton Paul Albers T15421 
Jennifer Rose Bartalini T15422 
Priscilla Naomy Rivera Roman T15423 

Nicholas James Leger T15424 
Evan Michael Payton T15425 
Spencer Williams Kayes T15426 
Robert Samuel Polay T15427 
Ricardo Martinez T15428 
Syed Wasim Quadri T15429 

 
Application for Reciprocal CPA Certificate - Approve the following applications for reciprocal CPA 
certification: 
 
Christopher Grant Akin 
Grayton Paul Albers 
Duncan M. Anderson 
Matthew Donald Brickle 
Byoungwoo Choi 
Mindy Minkyung Houts 
Jessica Marie Kane 
Michael Robert Loveland 
Gabriel A. Milla 

Truptiben Vikas Patel 
Evan Michael Payton 
Jennifer R. Rochevot 
Priscilla Naomy Rivera Roman 
Hunter Alexander Russell 
Bobbi Jo Smith 
Thomas Luke Whitwell 
Alex Taylor Wiley III 
Alana Nicole Winfield 

 
Application for Reinstatement of CPA Certificate - Approve the following individuals' application for 
reinstatement of their CPA certificate: 
 
Jonathan David Elson #36653 
Christopher Randolph Harrison #31866 
Timothy James Lawson #24356 

Meredith Archerd Miller #38423 
Brett Allen Paduch #33013 
George Douglas Rothrock #24178 

 
CPE Extension Requests - Approve three requests for an extension to complete the 2025 CPE 
requirement before June 30, 2026, without penalty. 
 
Application for Uniform CPA Exam - Approve the following applications to sit for the Uniform CPA 
Exam as a North Carolina candidate: 
 
Kadin Abbas 
Halah Al-Ameen Ballard 
Andrew Alexander 
Michael Allan 

Simone Allen 
Aidan Allred 
Dayelin Anuel 
Natallia Auramenka 
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Joseph Badalamenti 
Robert Baggett 
Sahr Bangai 
Melissa Banks 
Sage Barfield 
Tyler Barker 
Maggienella Basile 
Hunter Bass 
Carla Batchelor 
Michael Bell 
Debarpita Bhattacharya 
Zaniya Biddines 
Baisha Bignall 
Henry Black 
Robert Black 
Jelissa Bocage 
Edward Bogen 
Aleksandra Bogorodskaia 
Ilya Boiko 
Mary Boles 
Bobbie Bradley 
John Brightman 
Katherine Bucci 
Matthew Buck 
Kendall Bullock 
Alexandra Burnham 
Emily Burroughs 
Joseph Burroughs 
Summer Buxton 
Arleny Caballero-Huertas 
Lionel Cabrera 
Orin Caldwell 
Amanda Campbell 
Kylah Carpenter 
Kevin Cascante 
Grayson Cashwell 
Ty Castro 
Amanda Cauble 
Taylor Chase 
Sherry Choate Lowes 
Paige Cleary 
Samuel Clerc 
Kara Cline 
Cara Clippinger 
MacKenzie Collier 
Bryan Collins 

Dylan Coltrane 
Carson Conklin 
Meagan Cox 
Wilson Crimmins 
Andrew Cummings 
Nicholas Cummings 
Madison Currin 
Allison D'Aprile 
Mara Dameron 
Michael Datre 
Laura Davis 
Jack Davison 
Chloe Deschamps 
Benjamin Doby 
Tyler Donnellan 
Christina Drum 
Ryan Durham 
James Easterling 
Charles Edwards 
Hua Fan 
Angela Farman 
Hannah Fay 
Shannon Feltz 
Brian Fisher 
Antonio Florence 
Holly Forester 
Jared Foshee 
Joseph Fraboni 
John Franklin 
Hailey Frick 
David Gabrick 
Isaiah Gardner 
Luke Gentry 
Sydney George 
Zachary Giles 
Lillian Glaser 
Bruno Gonzalez Lara 
Connor Gordon 
Anna Grantham 
Jacob Green 
Tiana Guinn 
Chase Hakerem 
Justin Hamilton 
Joshua Harris 
Moses Hawks 
Carley Hazelton 
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Brooklin Heavner 
Rebekah Helmer 
Lamar Hemingway 
Melique Hepburn 
Camron Hess 
Stephen Hoggard 
Anna Hollin 
Dylan Holmes 
Sarah Honeycutt 
Cooper Hough 
Michael Houlihan 
Chun Huang 
Noah Hughes 
Ellis Hunter 
Kylee Hynes 
Jason Iannicelli 
Matthew James 
Dylan Jenkins 
Ronnie Jessup 
Ayesha Johnson 
Edmonia Johnson 
Michael Johnson 
Xaria Johnson 
Lauren Jones 
Marissa Jones 
Domino Jose 
Matthew Kalaf 
Jieun Kennedy 
Brandon Kessler 
Magda Khalil 
Weldon King 
Mark Klabo 
Daniel Koenigsberger 
Samantha Kofler 
Jack Kohout 
Devan Kransteuber 
Isabel Kriofske 
Austin Kunkel 
Mackenzie Kuzy 
Katherine Lam 
James Lambert 
Aaron Lee 
Debbie Lee 
Kiara Lee 
John Lewis 
Michael Liebler 

Josiah Linton 
Alessia Lluka 
Aidan Loch 
Samantha Lockamy 
Matthew Looney 
Julianna Lopez 
Megan Loussaert 
Francis Loyer 
Wen Lu 
Camelia Luna-Olivares 
Joseph Mabry 
Colin Madden 
Evan Maitland 
Gillian Manning 
Claudia Martin 
Juan Pablo Martinez Romero 
Mason Matthews 
Macy McDaniel 
Franklin McGowan 
Eric McLaughlin 
Laney McLaurin 
Jonathon McLean 
Elyse McNeil 
Delaney McNew 
Jacob Meier 
Jennie Melton 
Kaitlyn Mesimer 
Michael Miller 
Michelle Mixon 
Jacqueline Moffett 
Qui'Ana Monroe 
Ebony Montgomery 
Troy Moore 
Jillian Morgan 
Lauren Morris 
Grant Myers 
Jacob Newman 
Emily Nhu Nguyen 
Kristin Nix 
Matthew Norby 
Ian Norris 
Maria Noyola 
Megan O'Brien 
Cassia OBrien 
Bailey Olson 
Maryna Onyshchenko 
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Sabryn Owens 
Tyler Park 
Macy Parkhurst 
Lauren Parsons 
Allison Pate 
Dristi Patel 
Sheev Patel 
Shreya Patel 
Robert Peek 
Justin Penland 
David Perdrisat 
Rebecca Peterson 
Christina Phillips 
Emilie Philyaw 
Marshall Pile 
Jackson Price 
Erin Rafferty 
Ahren Rau 
Matthew Ritch 
Darnell Robinson 
Elsie Rodriguez 
Bryan Rodriguez-Sanchez 
Philipp Roedl 
Anthony Rudden 
Sylvia Ruff 
Ava Rupp 
Natalie Sawyer 
Ethan Schild 
Rachel Schneider 
William Sharp 
Peter Sharpe 
Grant Sherer 
Elijah Short 
Mallory Sikes 
Emerson Simms 
Andrew Simpson 
Wendy Sims 
Virginia Sistrunk 
Michael Smiley 
Charles Smith 
Brian Smithwick 
Juliana Snoke 
Nicole Sobczak 
Lukas Sobocinski 
Lauren Spada 
Candace Spruill 

Caspin Spruill 
Dylan Spurlin 
Dorothy Stacy 
McKenzie Stakely 
Shamiyah Stevens-Charles 
Nathaniel Stowe 
Heidi Sturm 
Faires Stutts 
Hanna Sukhadolskaya 
Gus Svendsgaard 
Andrew Swope 
Imani Tanner 
Allen Taylor 
Rickayla Tennessee 
Anthony Terenzetti 
Patrez Thomas 
Matthew Thompson 
Zackary Thurber 
Camille Tobey 
Douglas Toledo 
Duy Tran 
Verral Tubman 
Abbigail Tucker 
Joseph Tully 
Tanner Tweedy 
David Ulloa 
Madison Upchurch 
Robert Van Pelt 
Eric Vanderlaan 
James Vassallo 
Lucas Votaw 
Callum Walker 
Sarah Wallace 
Kayla Walter 
Jace Ward 
Kara Ward 
Xander Ward 
Allison Warren 
Kellie Warren 
Matthew Weber 
Brent Wesolowski 
Ansley Whitaker 
Isabelle White 
Patricia Whitted 
Patrick Wilkening 
Malique William 
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Alexis Williams 
Kristopher Williams 
Khendra Witt 
Danielle Wren 

Lindsey Wright 
Angel Wyrick 
Terryjean Youtz 
Jaime Ziegenfuss Whitehead 

 
The Committee reviewed a request from a potential Exam candidate for a pre-Exam application review 
due to their criminal record. Based on the information presented, the Committee determined that 
their current situation does not preclude them from taking the Exam as a North Carolina candidate or 
from being licensed as a North Carolina CPA. 
 
Application for Firm Registration - Approve the following CPA firm registration applications as 
approved by the Executive Director: 
 
Vincent Gambella CPA, PLLC Anthony Masino CPA PC 
 
EXECUTIVE STAFF AND LEGAL COUNSEL REPORT: The Board reviewed the November 2025 
operational metrics and the November 2025 Executive Staff Report.  
 
The Board recognized Felecia Ashe, Accounting Specialist, for completing 41 years of service with the 
Board as of November 2025. The Board also recognized Phyllis Elliott for completing 40 years of 
service with the Board as of December 2025.  
 
Mr. Payseur moved to change the date of the June 2026 meeting to June 22, 2026, and Mr. Taylor 
seconded. The motion was approved by a vote of seven in favor and none opposed. 
 
RECOGNITION OF NC CPA LICENSURE MILESTONES: Ms. Kruse instructed the staff to send a 
Certificate of Recognition to the following individuals who achieved 50 or more years of North 
Carolina CPA licensure in December 2025: 
 
James Irwin Kearney #4099  55 years 
John Robert Markel #8996  50 years 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Mr. Soticheck provided a summary of the NCAPA’s recent and upcoming 
activities. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Ms. Lynch moved to adjourn the meeting at 11:19 a.m., and Ms. Coley seconded. 
The motion was approved by a vote of seven in favor and none opposed. 
 
Respectfully submitted:     Attested to by: 
 
 
 
              
David R. Nance, CPA      Jodi K. Kruse, CPA 
Executive Director      President 
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December 15, 2025

Private Equity Task Force Sent Via Email: petaskforce@nasba.org
NASBA
150 Fourth Avenue North, Suite 700
Nashville, TN 37219 

RE: October 24, 2025, Invitation to Comment on NASBA’s White Paper regarding Alternative 
Practice Structure & Private Equity: Considerations and Questions for Boards of 
Accountancy  

Dear Task Force Members:

The North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners (“Board”) appreciates the opportunity to 
comment on NASBA’s White Paper regarding Alternative Practice Structure & Private Equity: 
Considerations and Questions for Boards of Accountancy (“White Paper”). At the outset, the 
Board notes its appreciation for the section of the White Paper that emphasizes the importance 
of increasing disclosure and improving public understanding of these issues. 

This Board supports the ongoing review of Alternative Practice Structures (“APSs”), considering 
the various approaches that outside investors have devised to acquire interests in, and 
sometimes control of, CPAs’ non-attest practices.  

The potential for non-CPAs to influence auditors’ business judgment should be a concern for the 
Boards of Accountancy. The most worrying aspect of some APS is the administrative service 
agreement (“Service Agreement”), under which non-CPAs may exercise control over the non-
attest entity that employs the auditors performing an attest service. In those types of APSs, there 
is a risk that CPA auditors will be placed in situations where their auditor judgment is 
subordinated to that of non-CPAs. 

In North Carolina, the following rule of Professional Conduct is implicated: 

21 NCAC 08N .0301 PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT
(a) Professional Judgment. A CPA shall not subordinate the CPA's professional
judgment to non-CPAs.

Appendix I



The AICPA Code of Professional Conduct contains a similar provision at Section 1.130.020 and 
has been adopted by numerous jurisdictions. It should be noted that this section is included in 
the “Integrity and Objectivity” section and not the “Independence” section.

The White Paper contains three topics for consideration by Boards of Accountancy. Those topics 
will be addressed in the order in which they appear in the White Paper. 

1. Independence and Professional Standards

The White Paper poses several questions, which the Board addresses as follows:

How should attest firms operating in an APS model with PE investment maintain audit
quality and avoid undue influence and pressure to perform, if non-attest entities
influence the attest firm’s management, compensation, and performance evaluations?

As set forth above, the proliferation of administrative Service Agreements appears to be
the most significant threat to auditors performing unfettered professional services. The
Service Agreements are not new to the profession. They have been used in the past to
allow support staff to be employed by the non-attest firm and then leased to the attest
firm. However, it is this Board’s understanding that the scope of those Service
Agreements has expanded.

Some Service Agreements may now create arrangements under which the non-attest firm 
employs the licensed auditors. Those licensees are then leased to the attest firm to
perform audits and other attest functions. The senior leadership of the non-attest entity
may be composed of non-licensees, and its board of directors may be majority controlled
by non-CPAs.

Nevertheless, some firms have been practicing pursuant to service agreements for years,
and this Board has not yet encountered a case involving a reduction in a CPA’s business
judgment as a result. Accordingly, this Board does not endorse a prophylactic prohibition
of certain types of Service Agreements. Instead, if it becomes evident that an
inappropriate subordination of professional judgment has occurred in a specific case, the
Board can take disciplinary action in that case.

What restrictions should apply to PE investors and their portfolio companies becoming
attest clients of an attest firm within their shared APS structure?

Those relationships currently appear to constitute an independence violation, which
would prohibit the attest firm from performing audits of the portfolio companies. The
Board supports continued restrictions on those services.



How should peer review processes address the complexity of independence
considerations introduced by APS structures with PE investment?

The Board has already submitted comments supporting the September 10, 2025, AICPA
Exposure Draft, which proposes that firms operating under an APS submit their peer
reviews to the National Peer Review Committee.

Are there adequate safeguards to ensure that attest firms maintain the necessary internal
knowledge and frameworks for compliance with the AICPA Code, and federal/state laws
and rules, specifically around the protection of confidential client information?

Service Agreements should expressly require the protection of all confidential client
information. The Board does not see that any additional rules are necessary on this topic,
and any violations can be handled through the Board’s existing enforcement mechanisms.

How can Boards of Accountancy and other standard-setting bodies address independence 
concerns based on the size and scale of attest firms’ relationships?

Independence concerns can exist regardless of the size or scale of relationships, starting
with external perceptions of independence. The Board would need further information
to provide a more complete response.

Are there positions taken within PEEC’s memorandum Potential Revisions to the AICPA
Code of Professional Conduct and guidance related to independence in alternative
practice structures that you believe should impose more restrictive requirements
regarding attest firm independence? If so, which provisions, how would you modify them,
and why?

This Board has already responded to the March 10, 2025, invitation to comment on
potential revisions to the AICPA Code of Professional Conduct and guidance related to
independence in alternative practice structures.

Would your Board of Accountancy consider adopting stricter laws or rules associated with
independence than those in the AICPA Code, to enhance public protection?

This Board retains the authority to adopt rules that it deems necessary to protect the
public interest. However, any changes to the rules would be made with due consideration
for consistency across jurisdictions.



2. Disclosure and Public Understanding

The Board is most appreciative of White Paper’s focus on increasing disclosure and public 
understanding of APSs. 

Should Boards of Accountancy require more prominent and standardized disclosures on
websites and marketing materials, distinguishing attest and non-attest entities under
common control?

This Board supports a coordinated effort to address this issue. Most firms using APS are
national firms. Therefore, this Board has been hesitant to unilaterally impose rules on
those firms’ websites due to the potential for inconsistencies with other jurisdictions.

How can Boards of Accountancy better educate consumers about the distinction between
attest and non-attest services in APS structures?

The Boards of Accountancy can ensure that firms provide their clients with transparent
information about their structures and relationships.

What clarity is needed regarding Uniform Accountancy Act and Model Rules’ wording on
the use of the CPA title by individuals not associated with attest firms?

To the extent that the current wording could imply limitations on CPAs’ ability to use their
title appropriately, such provisions should be clarified to confirm permissible use.

How should advertising practices be regulated to provide transparency regarding the
relationship between attest firms and non-attest entities?

The Boards of Accountancy should promulgate uniform rules governing advertising
practices so that firms and their websites are not subject to potentially conflicting
requirements.

3. Regulatory Oversight and Enforcement

What are the implications of differing state definitions of “the practice of public
accountancy” for attest firms operating nationally under APS models?

To the extent that differing definitions of “the practice of public accountancy” place CPAs
or CPA firms in a situation where they cannot comply with the rules of all jurisdictions,
then those states may desire to revisit their rules and laws to effectuate greater



uniformity. However, the desire for uniformity should not undermine state sovereignty 
or the boards’ ability to exercise their police powers within their own jurisdiction.

Would Boards of Accountancy find it helpful for the UAA to include definitions of “active
individual participant” or “affiliated entities” within its requirements for non-CPA firm
owners?

The Board believes that uniformity across jurisdictions can improve public understanding
of the various boards’ positions on firm ownership. However, defining these terms may
not resolve APS-related issues because the non-CPA owners at issue are not the owners
of the CPA firms. Instead, they are owners of the unregulated non-attest entity.

How should Boards of Accountancy coordinate oversight when CPA firms operating under
an APS model with PE investments conduct business across multiple jurisdictions?
The Board does not believe that private equity investment, in itself, creates any additional
oversight complications beyond those already in place for APS in general.

Regarding CPA firm registration requirements, do Boards of Accountancy need details on
an attest firm’s principal place of business and physical presence in the jurisdiction, to
ensure compliance with relevant laws and rules?

Yes. This has always been necessary information to ensure that firms are registered in the
correct jurisdictions.

The Board appreciates the opportunity to comment on the NASBA Private Equity Task Force 
White Paper. We recognize that APSs present multiple challenges, and we commend the Task 
Force for its thoughtful work in identifying and addressing them. 

Sincerely,

Jodi K. Kruse, CPA 
President 



NORTH CAROLINA BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF 
WAKE COUNTY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT EXAMINERS 

        CASE #s  C2025188-1/2 

IN THE MATTER OF: 
Willie Cooper, Jr., CPA, #17988 
Willie Cooper, Jr., Firm CONSENT ORDER 

Respondents 

THIS CAUSE, coming before the North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners (“Board”) 
at its offices at 1101 Oberlin Road, Raleigh, Wake County, North Carolina, with a quorum present.  
Pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat. § 150B-41, the Board and the Respondents stipulate to the following: 

1. Willie Cooper, Jr., CPA (hereinafter “Respondent”), is the holder of North Carolina
certificate number 17988 as a Certified Public Accountant.

2. Willie Cooper, Jr., CPA (hereinafter “Respondent Firm”), is a registered certified
public accounting firm in North Carolina.  Hereinafter, the Respondent and the
Respondent Firm are collectively referred to as the “Respondents.”  The Respondent
is the supervising CPA and sole CPA owner of the Respondent Firm.

3. The AICPA terminated the Respondent Firm’s enrollment in the AICPA Peer Review
Program (“Program”).  The termination was based upon the Respondent Firm
receiving consecutive “pass with deficiencies” reports on its engagement peer
reviews.

4. The Respondent Firm is eligible to re-enroll in the Program upon certain conditions
placed by the AICPA.

5. The Respondent does not presently desire to perform services subject to peer review.
However, if the Respondent determines to provide those services moving forward, he
confirms that he will first reenroll in the Program after meeting the conditions placed
by the AICPA.

6. The Respondents wish to resolve this matter by consent and agrees that the Board
staff and counsel may discuss this Consent Order with the Board ex parte, whether
or not the Board accepts this Consent Order as written. The Respondents understand
and agree that this Consent Order is subject to review and approval by the Board and
is not effective until approved by the Board at a duly constituted Board Meeting.

BASED upon the foregoing, the Board makes the following Conclusions of Law:

1. The Respondents are subject to the provisions of Chapter 93 of the North Carolina
General Statutes and Title 21, Chapter 08 of the North Carolina Administrative Code,
including the Rules of Professional Ethics and Conduct promulgated and adopted
therein by the Board.

2. By virtue of the facts set forth above, the Respondents violated Rule 21 NCAC 08N
.0212.

Appendix II





NORTH CAROLINA BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF 
WAKE COUNTY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT EXAMINERS 

       CASE #s C2025194-1/2  

IN THE MATTER OF: CONSENT ORDER 
Jon Thomas Vincent, CPA, #17136 
Jon T. Vincent, CPA, PC 

    Respondents 

THIS CAUSE, coming before the North Carolina State Board of CPA 
Examiners (“Board”) at its offices at 1101 Oberlin Road, Raleigh, Wake County, North 
Carolina, with a quorum present.  Pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat. § 150B-41, the Board, the 
Respondent, and the Respondent Firm stipulate to the following: 

1. Jon Thomas Vincent, CPA (hereinafter “Respondent”), is the holder of
North Carolina certificate number 17136 as a Certified Public Accountant.

2. Jon T. Vincent, CPA, PC (hereinafter “Respondent Firm”), is a registered
certified public accounting firm in North Carolina.  Hereinafter, the
Respondent and the Respondent Firm shall collectively be referred to as the
“Respondents.”

3. The Respondent Firm received a fail on its engagement peer review, with
an acceptance letter date of October 27, 2022.  The peer review report was
for the period ended June 30, 2021.  The Respondent Firm is currently
undergoing a subsequent peer review, which has not yet been finalized.

4. In August 2025, the Board staff discovered the failed report while reviewing
the AICPA Facilitated State Board Access (“FSBA”) website.

5. The Respondent Firm had submitted a copy of its Final Letter of
Acceptance to the Board as required by 21 NCAC 08M .0106(3), but did not
submit a package that also included the Peer Review Report and Letter of
Response within sixty (60) days of the date of the Final Acceptance Letter
as required by 21 NCAC 08M .0106(a)(4).

6. As part of the peer review, the Respondent Firm was required to have a
post-issuance review performed for its next review engagement.  In
response, the Respondent Firm stated that it was not currently performing
any review services as of August 10, 2022, and the Respondent Firm was
therefore relieved from the post-issuance review requirement.

Appendix III



Consent Order - 2 
Jon Thomas Vincent, CPA 
John T. Vincent, CPA, PC 

7. The Respondent Firm has confirmed with the Board that it has resumed
performing review engagements.

8. The Respondents wish to resolve this matter by consent and agree that the
Board staff and counsel may discuss this Consent Order with the Board
ex parte, whether or not the Board accepts this Consent Order as written.
The Respondents understand and agree that this Consent Order is subject
to review and approval by the Board and is not effective until approved by
the Board at a duly constituted Board Meeting.

BASED upon the foregoing, the Board makes the following Conclusions of Law:

1. The Respondents are subject to the provisions of Chapter 93 of the North
Carolina General Statutes and Title 21, Chapter 08 of the North Carolina
Administrative Code, including the Rules of Professional Ethics and
Conduct promulgated and adopted therein by the Board.

2. The Respondents’ failure to perform attest and assurance services in
accordance with standards constitutes a violation of 21 NCAC 08N .0212
(Competence), .0404 (Accounting and Review Services Standards), and
.0406 (Standards for Attest Engagements).

3. The Respondent’s failure to timely report the results of the Respondent
Firm’s most recent engagement peer review to the Board constitutes a
violation of 21 NCAC 08M .0106 (Compliance).

4. Per N.C. Gen. Stat. § 93-12(9), and also by virtue of the Respondents’
consent to this order, the Respondents are subject to the discipline set forth
below.

BASED on the foregoing and in lieu of further proceedings, the Board and the
Respondents agree to the following Order: 

1. The Respondent, Jon Thomas Vincent, CPA, is hereby censured.

2. The Respondents shall pay a one thousand dollar ($1,000) civil monetary
penalty, to be remitted with this Consent Order.

3. All professional staff in the Respondent Firm that work on review
engagements shall participate in at least four (4) hours of continuing
professional education covering review engagements annually until such
time that the Respondent Firm receives a pass or pass with deficiencies
peer review report.





NORTH CAROLINA BEFORE THE NORTH CAROLINA STATE BOARD OF 
WAKE COUNTY CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANT EXAMINERS 

 CASE #s C2025190-1/2 

IN THE MATTER OF: CONSENT ORDER 
J. Alan Rutherford, CPA, #17720
J. Alan Rutherford, CPA, P.A.

  Respondents 

THIS CAUSE, coming before the North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners (“Board”) 
at its offices at 1101 Oberlin Road, Raleigh, Wake County, North Carolina, with a quorum 
present.  Pursuant to N. C. Gen. Stat. § 150B-41, the Board, the Respondent, and the Respondent 
Firm stipulate to the following: 

1. J. Alan Rutherford, CPA (hereinafter “Respondent”), is the holder of North Carolina
certificate number 17720 as a Certified Public Accountant.

2. J. Alan Rutherford, CPA, P.A. (hereinafter “Respondent Firm”), is a registered
certified public accounting firm in North Carolina.  Hereinafter, the Respondent and
the Respondent Firm shall collectively be referred to as the “Respondents.”

3. The Respondent Firm received a fail on its most recent completed system peer
review, with an acceptance letter date of November 25, 2024.  The peer review
report was for the period that ended December 31, 2023.

4. In August 2025, the Board staff discovered the failed report while reviewing the
AICPA Facilitated State Board Access (“FSBA”) website.

5. The Respondent Firm submitted a Final Acceptance Letter to the Board, but did not
submit a package that also included the Peer Review Report and Letter of Response
within sixty (60) days of the date of the Final Acceptance Letter as required by 21
NCAC 08M .0106(a)(4).  The Respondent has confirmed that his failure to provide
the Board with all documentation was an oversight on his part.

6. The Respondents wish to resolve this matter by consent and agree that the Board
staff and counsel may discuss this Consent Order with the Board ex parte, whether
or not the Board accepts this Consent Order as written. The Respondents
understand and agree that this Consent Order is subject to review and approval by
the Board and is not effective until approved by the Board at a duly constituted
Board Meeting.

BASED upon the foregoing, the Board makes the following Conclusions of Law:

1. The Respondents are subject to the provisions of Chapter 93 of the North Carolina
General Statutes and Title 21, Chapter 08 of the North Carolina Administrative
Code, including the Rules of Professional Ethics and Conduct promulgated and
adopted therein by the Board.
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ITEM I-E-1

Financial Highlights
For the Nine Month Period Ended December 31, 2025

Compared to the Nine Month Period Ended December 31, 2024

Budget Var. Dec-25 Dec-24 Inc. (Dec.)

Total Revenue 345,485.25$       2,992,508.30$     2,664,183.55$      328,324.75$  
Total Operating Revenue 354,608.07$       2,890,118.59$     2,552,145.40$      337,973.19$  
Total Net Non Operating Revenue (9,122.82)$          102,389.71$        112,038.15$         (9,648.44)$  
Total Expenses 142,998.45$       2,481,742.54$     2,171,894.75$      309,847.79$  
Increase(Dec.) Net Assets for Period 510,765.76$        492,288.80$         18,476.96$  
Total Checking and Savings 1,960,435.57$     1,884,333.88$      76,101.69$  
Total Assets 5,874,193.63$     5,315,477.23$      558,716.40$  

Full-Time/Part-time Employees 11/0 11/0

Budget:







Actual:







Total operating revenue increased from prior year by $338,000. Increase related to increased exam fee
revenue (+$300k) and firm renewal fees (+$33k).

Total net non-operating revenue decreased this period compared to prior by $10,000 due to decreased interest
income.

Total expenses increased from prior period by $310,000. The increase can be explained by higher exam fees
(+$298k) and office expenses (+$36); offset by lower salary expenses (-$28k).

Operating revenue was $355,000 over budget. Certificate fees decreased (-$5k). Exam fee revenue up
(+$327k).  Firm fee revenue up (+$31k).

Expenses were over budget by $143,000. Key variances individually were increased exam costs (+$215k) and
increased office expense (+$42); offset by reduced operational expenses including legal expense (-$13k), board
and staff travel (-$14k), and salary/benefit expense (-$69k).

Non-Operating revenue was $9,000 under budget due to lower recognized interest income offset by increased
other revenue items such as rent.



North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners
Statement of Net Position

As of December 31, 2025

Accrual Basis  Thursday, January 8, 2026 05:31 PM GMT-05:00   1/2

TOTAL

AS OF DEC 31, 2025 AS OF DEC 31, 2024 (PY)

ASSETS

Current Assets

Checking/Savings

1020 Truist Checking Acct 98,045.56 86,880.67

1021 Truist Savings Account 5,080.96 5,080.48

1023 Truist Disciplnary Clearng Acct 1,000.00 0.00

1030 Truist Payroll Acct 100.00 100.00

1076 Pinnacle - MMA 1,431,578.97 1,380,099.53

1078 Pinnacle - ICS 424,630.08 412,173.20

Total Checking/Savings $1,960,435.57 $1,884,333.88

Other Current Assets

1050 CD Investments - Current 354,651.00 351,510.00

1110 Accrued CD Interest 11,677.86 10,636.25

1120 Accounts Receivable 114.28 13.18

1130 Lease Receivable - Current 50,350.00 50,362.00

Total Other Current Assets $416,793.14 $412,521.43

Total Current Assets $2,377,228.71 $2,296,855.31

Fixed Assets

1300 Building 985,976.03 985,976.03

1305 Land 300,000.00 300,000.00

1310 Furniture 61,443.00 61,443.00

1320 Equipment 138,723.38 145,274.68

1325 Data Base Software 195,336.18 180,336.18

1330 Capital Improvements 163,679.96 163,679.96

1335 GL Software Subscription 122,513.00 279,684.00

1390 Accumulated Depreciation -1,011,938.63 -955,061.67

1395 Amortization of GL Software 0.00 -197,369.00

Total Fixed Assets $955,732.92 $963,963.18

Other Assets

1080 Wells Fargo Advisors Investment 1,992,109.00 1,632,978.00

1081 Raymond James Investment 439,255.00 417,388.74

1180 Lease Receivable - LT 109,868.00 4,292.00

Total Other Assets $2,541,232.00 $2,054,658.74

TOTAL ASSETS $5,874,193.63 $5,315,477.23



North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners
Statement of Net Position

As of December 31, 2025

Accrual Basis  Thursday, January 8, 2026 05:31 PM GMT-05:00   2/2

TOTAL

AS OF DEC 31, 2025 AS OF DEC 31, 2024 (PY)

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

Liabilities

Current Liabilities

Other Current Liabilities

2005 Due to Exam Vendors 410,987.94 339,221.34

2011 Accounts Payable Other 2,500.00 2,500.00

2013 GL Software SubscriptionPayable 122,513.00 82,315.00

2015 Compensated Absences - Current 48,461.17 42,115.17

Total Other Current Liabilities $584,462.11 $466,151.51

Total Current Liabilities $584,462.11 $466,151.51

Long-Term Liabilities

2020 Compensated Absences - LT 93,478.27 95,939.27

2310 Deferred Inflow of Resources 160,218.00 54,654.00

Total Long-Term Liabilities $253,696.27 $150,593.27

Total Liabilities $838,158.38 $616,744.78

Net Assets

3010 Net Assets Invest in Cap Assets 955,732.92 963,963.18

3020 Designated for Capital Assets 100,000.00 100,000.00

3031 Designated-Operating Expenses 300,000.00 300,000.00

3040 Designated for Litigation 1,000,000.00 1,000,000.00

3900 Net Assets Undesignated 2,169,536.57 1,842,480.47

Change in Net Assets 510,765.76 492,288.80

Total Net Assets $5,036,035.25 $4,698,732.45

TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $5,874,193.63 $5,315,477.23



North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners
Statement of Revenues and Expenses - Year-To-Date Comparison

April - December, 2025

Accrual Basis  Thursday, January 8, 2026 05:39 PM GMT-05:00   1/4

TOTAL

APR - DEC, 2025 APR - DEC, 2024 (PY)

Income

Certificate Fees

4110 Certificates - Initial 39,325.00 31,500.00

4120 Certificates - Reciprocal 20,200.00 24,901.00

4140 Certificates - Renewal Fees 1,341,420.00 1,339,320.00

4150 Certificates - Reinst/Revoked 500.00 800.00

4151 Certificates - Reinst/Surr 4,100.00 3,800.00

Total Certificate Fees 1,405,545.00 1,400,321.00

Exam Fee Revenue

4001 Initial Adm Fees 181,470.00 138,230.00

4002 Re-Exam Adm Fees 157,875.00 127,500.00

4004 Exam Fees Revenue 1,085,878.41 855,530.80

4070 Transfer Exam Grade Credit 75.00

4071 Exam Review Fees -340.57

4072 Exam Scholarship Coupon -31,746.25 -28,492.40

Total Exam Fee Revenue 1,393,136.59 1,092,843.40

Misc

4970 Duplicate Certificates 625.00 600.00

4990 Miscellaneous 972.00 2,111.00

Total Misc 1,597.00 2,711.00

Partnership Fees

4260 Partnership Registration Fees 100.00

4261 Partnership Renewal Fees 45,210.00 26,770.00

Total Partnership Fees 45,210.00 26,870.00

Professional Corporation Fees

4250 PC Registration Fees 4,350.00 3,850.00

4251 PC Renewal Fees 40,250.00 25,550.00

4252 PC Renewal Fees W/Penalties 30.00

Total Professional Corporation Fees 44,630.00 29,400.00

Total Income $2,890,118.59 $2,552,145.40

Expenses

5920 Funded Depreciation 48,600.00 42,750.00

6690 Over & Short 23.73 0.40

Board Travel

5120 Board Travel - Board Meetings 11,281.75 15,530.81

5122 Board Travel - NASBA Annual 11,046.88 16,436.65

5123 Board Travel - NASBA Regional 13,099.08 10,589.16

5129 Miscellaneous Board Costs 870.74 1,720.52



North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners
Statement of Revenues and Expenses - Year-To-Date Comparison

April - December, 2025

Accrual Basis  Thursday, January 8, 2026 05:39 PM GMT-05:00   2/4

TOTAL

APR - DEC, 2025 APR - DEC, 2024 (PY)

5131 Board Travel - Outside Legal 1,948.17 3,516.64

Total Board Travel 38,246.62 47,793.78

Building Expenses

5800 Building Maintenance 9,459.73 1,877.94

5801 Electricity 8,395.32 9,162.91

5802 Grounds Maintenance 10,962.24 4,619.16

5803 Heat & Air Maintenance 3,382.00 2,292.00

5805 Insurance 8,389.00

5807 Janitorial Maintenance 9,728.00 11,565.00

5808 Pest Control Service 300.00 450.00

5809 Security & Fire Alarm 2,548.07 2,509.62

5810 Trash Collection 1,144.39 2,546.24

5811 Water & Sewer 1,082.15 1,109.14

Total Building Expenses 47,001.90 44,521.01

Continuing Education -Staff

5050 Continuing Education - Staff 766.00 1,860.66

Total Continuing Education -Staff 766.00 1,860.66

Exam Postage

5531 Exam Postage 540.00 480.00

Total Exam Postage 540.00 480.00

Exam Sitting and Grading

5538 Exam Vendor Expense 984,861.25 691,375.48

5539 Exam Vendor Accommodations 6,516.25 1,452.00

Total Exam Sitting and Grading 991,377.50 692,827.48

Fringe Benefits

5031 Retirement - NCLB Contribution 44,053.58 45,720.39

5033 Retirement - NCLB Administr 2,896.31 2,528.34

5035 Health Ins. Premiums 102,958.45 97,250.93

5036 Medical Reim Plan 16,067.28 16,202.44

Total Fringe Benefits 165,975.62 161,702.10

Investigation & Hearing Costs

5222 Investigation Materials 2,944.00 2,674.00

5230 Hearing Costs 538.39 2,709.00

5232 Legal Advertising 514.76

5250 Administrative Cost Assessed -850.00 -2,000.00

5260 Civil Penalties Assessed -18,900.00 -12,000.00

5261 Civil Penalties Remitted 13,010.98 7,244.80

Total Investigation & Hearing Costs -3,256.63 -857.44



North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners
Statement of Revenues and Expenses - Year-To-Date Comparison

April - December, 2025

Accrual Basis  Thursday, January 8, 2026 05:39 PM GMT-05:00   3/4

TOTAL

APR - DEC, 2025 APR - DEC, 2024 (PY)

Legal Expense

5140 Legal Counsel - Administrative 43,841.36 42,647.28

Total Legal Expense 43,841.36 42,647.28

Misc Personnel

5034 Misc. Payroll Deduction -50.00 0.00

5090 Flowers, Gifts, Etc. 75.00

5092 Misc. Personnel Costs 1,700.62 2,069.65

Total Misc Personnel 1,725.62 2,069.65

Office Expense

5310 Decorations 40.73

5320 Payroll Service 1,486.05 1,557.66

5360 Telephone 3,555.85 6,912.60

5361 Internet & Website 2,940.30 2,940.30

5390 Clipping Service 388.96

5400 Computer Prog/Assistance 300.00 400.00

5405 Computer Software Maintenance 149,665.98 134,379.00

5410 Dues 8,310.00 8,782.00

5420 Insurance 27,716.09 12,026.08

5430 Audit Fees 17,000.00 16,000.00

5440 Misc Office Expense 992.40 825.00

5445 Banking Fees 1,743.39 1,592.11

5450 Credit Card Fees 71,341.99 62,988.95

Total Office Expense 285,092.78 248,792.66

Per Diem - Board

5110 Per Diem - Board Meetings 8,600.00 9,950.00

5112 Per Diem - NASBA Annual 1,200.00 2,000.00

5113 Per Diem - NASBA Regional 1,700.00 1,550.00

5114 Per Diem - NASBA Committees 650.00 1,850.00

Total Per Diem - Board 12,150.00 15,350.00

Postage

5340 Postage - Other 2,740.23 2,172.03

5342 Postage - Business Reply 1,025.00 920.00

5343 Postage - Renewal 810.00 720.00

5345 Postage - UPS 14,500.00 12,000.00

Total Postage 19,075.23 15,812.03

Printing

5330 Printing - Other 5,188.77 2,084.84

5332 Printing - Certificates 2,387.00 1,738.30

Total Printing 7,575.77 3,823.14



North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners
Statement of Revenues and Expenses - Year-To-Date Comparison

April - December, 2025

Accrual Basis  Thursday, January 8, 2026 05:39 PM GMT-05:00   4/4

TOTAL

APR - DEC, 2025 APR - DEC, 2024 (PY)

Repairs & Maintenance

5381 Maintenance - Copiers 2,891.93 1,623.31

5383 Maintenance - Postage 2,471.24 2,129.00

Total Repairs & Maintenance 5,363.17 3,752.31

Salaries & Payroll Taxes

5010 Staff Salaries 734,231.14 756,790.00

5030 FICA Taxes 56,343.02 57,985.23

Total Salaries & Payroll Taxes 790,574.16 814,775.23

Staff Travel

5060 Staff Travel - Local 126.15

5061 Staff Travel - Prof Mtgs 1,396.63 987.76

5070 Staff Travel - NASBA Annual 4,903.16 6,358.66

5071 Staff Travel - NASBA Regional 7,588.65 7,464.28

5072 Staff Travel - NASBA  ED/Legal 106.00

5073 Staff Travel - NASBA Committee 13.68

5075 Staff Travel - NCACPA  Meetings 731.38

Total Staff Travel 14,134.27 15,542.08

Subscriptions/References

5370 Subscriptions/References 6,660.02 11,454.80

Total Subscriptions/References 6,660.02 11,454.80

Supplies

5350 Supplies - Office 4,081.57 4,441.68

5351 Supplies - Copier 202.70

5352 Supplies - Computer 1,617.00 1,476.70

5353 Supplies - Special Projects 5.76

5355 Expendable Equipment 571.09 676.50

Total Supplies 6,275.42 6,797.58

Total Expenses $2,481,742.54 $2,171,894.75

NET ORDINARY INCOME $408,376.05 $380,250.65

Other Income

8200 Rental Income 39,609.10 38,455.45

8250 Gift Card Revenue 10,100.00 11,000.00

Interest Income

8500 Interest Income - MMAs 36,275.91 50,049.73

8510 Interest Income - CDs 16,404.70 12,532.97

Total Interest Income 52,680.61 62,582.70

Total Other Income $102,389.71 $112,038.15

NET OTHER INCOME $102,389.71 $112,038.15

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $510,765.76 $492,288.80



North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners
Statement of Revenues & Expenses - Budget vs Actual

April - December, 2025

Accrual Basis  Thursday, January 8, 2026 05:44 PM GMT-05:00   1/4

TOTAL

ACTUAL BUDGET OVER BUDGET

Income

Certificate Fees

4110 Certificates - Initial 39,325.00 37,500.03 1,824.97

4120 Certificates - Reciprocal 20,200.00 24,000.03 -3,800.03

4140 Certificates - Renewal Fees 1,341,420.00 1,344,000.00 -2,580.00

4150 Certificates - Reinst/Revoked 500.00 1,312.47 -812.47

4151 Certificates - Reinst/Surr 4,100.00 3,187.53 912.47

Total Certificate Fees 1,405,545.00 1,410,000.06 -4,455.06

Exam Fee Revenue

4001 Initial Adm Fees 181,470.00 139,725.00 41,745.00

4002 Re-Exam Adm Fees 157,875.00 129,375.00 28,500.00

4004 Exam Fees Revenue 1,085,878.41 825,000.03 260,878.38

4071 Exam Review Fees -340.57 0.00 -340.57

4072 Exam Scholarship Coupon -31,746.25 -28,256.23 -3,490.02

Total Exam Fee Revenue 1,393,136.59 1,065,843.80 327,292.79

Misc

4970 Duplicate Certificates 625.00 0.00 625.00

4990 Miscellaneous 972.00 749.97 222.03

Total Misc 1,597.00 749.97 847.03

Partnership Fees

4260 Partnership Registration Fees 500.00 -500.00

4261 Partnership Renewal Fees 45,210.00 26,666.66 18,543.34

Total Partnership Fees 45,210.00 27,166.66 18,043.34

Professional Corporation Fees

4250 PC Registration Fees 4,350.00 3,750.03 599.97

4251 PC Renewal Fees 40,250.00 28,000.00 12,250.00

4252 PC Renewal Fees W/Penalties 30.00 0.00 30.00

Total Professional Corporation Fees 44,630.00 31,750.03 12,879.97

Total Income $2,890,118.59 $2,535,510.52 $354,608.07

Expenses

5920 Funded Depreciation 48,600.00 48,600.00 0.00

6690 Over & Short 23.73 0.00 23.73

Board Travel

5120 Board Travel - Board Meetings 11,281.75 17,460.00 -6,178.25

5121 Board Travel - Prof Meetings 1,000.00 -1,000.00

5122 Board Travel - NASBA Annual 11,046.88 14,700.00 -3,653.12

5123 Board Travel - NASBA Regional 13,099.08 12,750.00 349.08

5125 Board Travel - AICPA Council 850.00 -850.00

5129 Miscellaneous Board Costs 870.74 0.00 870.74

5131 Board Travel - Outside Legal 1,948.17 2,666.66 -718.49

Total Board Travel 38,246.62 49,426.66 -11,180.04



North Carolina State Board of CPA Examiners
Statement of Revenues & Expenses - Budget vs Actual

April - December, 2025

Accrual Basis  Thursday, January 8, 2026 05:44 PM GMT-05:00   2/4

TOTAL

ACTUAL BUDGET OVER BUDGET

Building Expenses

5800 Building Maintenance 9,459.73 7,500.00 1,959.73

5801 Electricity 8,395.32 11,250.00 -2,854.68

5802 Grounds Maintenance 10,962.24 6,000.03 4,962.21

5803 Heat & Air Maintenance 3,382.00 2,625.00 757.00

5804 Improvements 500.00 -500.00

5805 Insurance 3,500.00 -3,500.00

5807 Janitorial Maintenance 9,728.00 11,999.97 -2,271.97

5808 Pest Control Service 300.00 600.00 -300.00

5809 Security & Fire Alarm 2,548.07 1,950.03 598.04

5810 Trash Collection 1,144.39 2,999.97 -1,855.58

5811 Water & Sewer 1,082.15 1,350.00 -267.85

Total Building Expenses 47,001.90 50,275.00 -3,273.10

Continuing Education -Staff

5050 Continuing Education - Staff 766.00 2,250.00 -1,484.00

Total Continuing Education -Staff 766.00 2,250.00 -1,484.00

Exam Postage

5531 Exam Postage 540.00 749.97 -209.97

Total Exam Postage 540.00 749.97 -209.97

Exam Sitting and Grading

5538 Exam Vendor Expense 984,861.25 776,125.28 208,735.97

5539 Exam Vendor Accommodations 6,516.25 0.00 6,516.25

Total Exam Sitting and Grading 991,377.50 776,125.28 215,252.22

Fringe Benefits

5031 Retirement - NCLB Contribution 44,053.58 47,355.71 -3,302.13

5033 Retirement - NCLB Administr 2,896.31 2,849.16 47.15

5035 Health Ins. Premiums 102,958.45 101,295.25 1,663.20

5036 Medical Reim Plan 16,067.28 24,847.26 -8,779.98

Total Fringe Benefits 165,975.62 176,347.38 -10,371.76

Investigation & Hearing Costs

5222 Investigation Materials 2,944.00 3,375.00 -431.00

5230 Hearing Costs 538.39 3,750.03 -3,211.64

5250 Administrative Cost Assessed -850.00 -1,874.97 1,024.97

5260 Civil Penalties Assessed -18,900.00 -5,625.00 -13,275.00

5261 Civil Penalties Remitted 13,010.98 0.00 13,010.98

Total Investigation & Hearing Costs -3,256.63 -374.94 -2,881.69

Legal Expense

5140 Legal Counsel - Administrative 43,841.36 49,500.00 -5,658.64

5211 Legal Counsel - Litigation 7,499.97 -7,499.97

Total Legal Expense 43,841.36 56,999.97 -13,158.61

Misc Personnel

5034 Misc. Payroll Deduction -50.00 0.00 -50.00
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5090 Flowers, Gifts, Etc. 75.00 0.00 75.00

5092 Misc. Personnel Costs 1,700.62 3,750.03 -2,049.41

Total Misc Personnel 1,725.62 3,750.03 -2,024.41

Office Expense

5301 Equipment Rent 120.00 -120.00

5310 Decorations 40.73 200.00 -159.27

5320 Payroll Service 1,486.05 1,575.00 -88.95

5360 Telephone 3,555.85 6,000.03 -2,444.18

5361 Internet & Website 2,940.30 2,999.97 -59.67

5400 Computer Prog/Assistance 300.00 749.97 -449.97

5405 Computer Software Maintenance 149,665.98 122,775.03 26,890.95

5410 Dues 8,310.00 9,187.47 -877.47

5420 Insurance 27,716.09 20,000.00 7,716.09

5430 Audit Fees 17,000.00 17,000.00 0.00

5435 Consulting Services 749.97 -749.97

5440 Misc Office Expense 992.40 0.00 992.40

5445 Banking Fees 1,743.39 2,250.00 -506.61

5448 Interest Expense - GL Software 3,825.00 -3,825.00

5450 Credit Card Fees 71,341.99 55,500.03 15,841.96

Total Office Expense 285,092.78 242,932.47 42,160.31

Per Diem - Board

5110 Per Diem - Board Meetings 8,600.00 9,562.50 -962.50

5111 Per Diem - Prof Meetings 2,625.03 -2,625.03

5112 Per Diem - NASBA Annual 1,200.00 2,400.00 -1,200.00

5113 Per Diem - NASBA Regional 1,700.00 0.00 1,700.00

5114 Per Diem - NASBA Committees 650.00 0.00 650.00

5116 Per Diem - NCACPA Annual 712.46 -712.46

5117 Per Diem - NCACPA/Board 350.00 -350.00

5119 Per Diem - Miscellaneous 350.00 -350.00

Total Per Diem - Board 12,150.00 15,999.99 -3,849.99

Postage

5340 Postage - Other 2,740.23 2,250.00 490.23

5342 Postage - Business Reply 1,025.00 1,199.97 -174.97

5343 Postage - Renewal 810.00 749.97 60.03

5345 Postage - UPS 14,500.00 15,000.03 -500.03

Total Postage 19,075.23 19,199.97 -124.74

Printing

5330 Printing - Other 5,188.77 3,375.00 1,813.77

5332 Printing - Certificates 2,387.00 2,624.96 -237.96

Total Printing 7,575.77 5,999.96 1,575.81

Repairs & Maintenance

5381 Maintenance - Copiers 2,891.93 1,874.97 1,016.96
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5383 Maintenance - Postage 2,471.24 1,874.97 596.27

Total Repairs & Maintenance 5,363.17 3,749.94 1,613.23

Salaries & Payroll Taxes

5010 Staff Salaries 734,231.14 789,019.23 -54,788.09

5030 FICA Taxes 56,343.02 60,393.06 -4,050.04

Total Salaries & Payroll Taxes 790,574.16 849,412.29 -58,838.13

Staff Travel

5060 Staff Travel - Local 126.15 0.00 126.15

5061 Staff Travel - Prof Mtgs 1,396.63 1,000.00 396.63

5070 Staff Travel - NASBA Annual 4,903.16 7,350.00 -2,446.84

5071 Staff Travel - NASBA Regional 7,588.65 7,650.00 -61.35

5072 Staff Travel - NASBA  ED/Legal 106.00 0.00 106.00

5073 Staff Travel - NASBA Committee 13.68 0.00 13.68

5075 Staff Travel - NCACPA  Meetings 1,000.00 -1,000.00

Total Staff Travel 14,134.27 17,000.00 -2,865.73

Subscriptions/References

5370 Subscriptions/References 6,660.02 9,800.00 -3,139.98

Total Subscriptions/References 6,660.02 9,800.00 -3,139.98

Supplies

5350 Supplies - Office 4,081.57 5,325.03 -1,243.46

5351 Supplies - Copier 712.53 -712.53

5352 Supplies - Computer 1,617.00 712.53 904.47

5353 Supplies - Special Projects 5.76 0.00 5.76

5355 Expendable Equipment 571.09 3,750.03 -3,178.94

Total Supplies 6,275.42 10,500.12 -4,224.70

Total Expenses $2,481,742.54 $2,338,744.09 $142,998.45

NET OPERATING INCOME $408,376.05 $196,766.43 $211,609.62

Other Income

8200 Rental Income 39,609.10 37,762.47 1,846.63

8250 Gift Card Revenue 10,100.00 10,000.00 100.00

Interest Income

8500 Interest Income - MMAs 36,275.91 31,875.03 4,400.88

8510 Interest Income - CDs 16,404.70 31,875.03 -15,470.33

Total Interest Income 52,680.61 63,750.06 -11,069.45

Total Other Income $102,389.71 $111,512.53 $ -9,122.82

NET OTHER INCOME $102,389.71 $111,512.53 $ -9,122.82

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $510,765.76 $308,278.96 $202,486.80



December 19, 2025

AICPA Seeks Comment on Ethics Rules Update for

Alternative Practice Structures

cpapracticeadvisor.com/2025/12/19/aicpa-seeks-comment-on-ethics-rules-update-for-alternative-practice-

structures/175313

The American Institute of CPAs’ Professional Ethics Executive Committee (PEEC) today

voted to seek public comment on proposed revisions to the AICPA Code of Professional

Conduct that bear on alternative practice structures, particularly those that involve private

equity investment.

Interested parties will have until April 30 to respond to the exposure draft, Proposed

Revisions Related to Alternative Practice Structures, which is expected to be posted online

by Dec. 29. The exposure draft incorporates feedback from a discussion memo on the same

topic that a PEEC task force circulated for comment earlier this year.

Although independence guidelines have addressed alternative practice structures (APS) for

decades, the increased prevalence of private equity investment in the profession calls for

updated interpretations. Among other changes, the exposure draft identifies relationships

and circumstances that could impair independence and addresses factors for evaluating

threats, where appropriate.

“These changes aim to uphold the integrity of the profession while offering practical guidance

for firms operating in alternative practice structures,” the exposure draft states.

 Among other items, PEEC seeks comment on:

A new version of the independence interpretation related to alternative practice

structures, which describe attest firms that are closely aligned with a nonattest entity at

least partly owned by investors. The proposed Code of Professional Conduct revisions

would distinguish between “significant influence” and “control” by investors over

nonattest entities, with guidance on how these terms affect independence

assessments.

Revisions to the “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation under the “Form of

Organization and Name Rule.”

Revisions to the “Conceptual Framework for Independence” interpretation, a key

assessment tool for complex APS situations.

Revisions to the “Conceptual Framework for Members in Public Practice”

interpretation.
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Revisions to the definition of “network firm,” a term in the Code of Professional Conduct

that refers to entities subject to independence requirements for financial statement

audit and review clients. The new definition would include “an entity that, by itself or

through one or more of its owners a. the network firm controls, or b. controls the

network firm and cooperates with the network firm for the purpose of enhancing that

network firm’s capabilities to provide professional services.”

If approved next year, the proposed independence updates would be effective one year after

adoption, although firms could implement them earlier.
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Invitation to comment 

December 29, 2025 

Are you interested in the ethics of the accounting profession? If so, we want to hear your 

thoughts on this ethics exposure draft. Your comments are integral to the standard-setting 

process, and you don’t need to be an AICPA member to participate. 

This proposal is part of the AICPA’s Professional Ethics Executive Committee’s (PEEC’s) effort 

to provide guidance for alternative practice structures arising from the increase in private equity 

investments in accounting firms. 

This exposure draft explains proposed revisions to the AICPA Code of Professional Conduct 

and includes the full text of the guidance under consideration. 

At the conclusion of the exposure period, PEEC will evaluate the comments and determine 

whether to publish the new and revised interpretations.  

Again, your comments are an important part of the standard-setting process — please take this 

opportunity to comment. We must receive your response by April 30, 2026. All written replies to 

this exposure draft will become part of the public record of the AICPA. During the comment 

period, staff will present a Lunch-and-Learn session to review the proposed guidance and 

answer any questions. 

Please email your comments to ethics-exposuredraft@aicpa.org.  

Sincerely,  

  

Anna Dourdourekas, Chair    Toni Lee-Andrews, Director, CPA, PFS, CGMA 

Professional Ethics Executive Committee Professional Ethics Division 
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Explanation of the new interpretation and revised 
definition and interpretations 

The Professional Ethics Executive Committee (PEEC) is exposing the following for comment: 

• A new version of the “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation (ET sec. 1.220.020)1

of the “Independence Rule” (ET sec. 1.200.001) to replace the current interpretation in

its entirety

• Revisions to the definition of network firm (ET sec. 0.400.36)

• Revisions to the “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation (ET sec. 1.810.050) of

the “Form of Organization and Name Rule” (ET sec. 1.800.001)

• Revisions to the “Conceptual Framework for Independence” interpretation (ET sec.

1.210.010)

• Revisions to the “Conceptual Framework for Members in Public Practice” interpretation

(ET sec. 1.000.010)

Background 

1. In the late 1990s, PEEC recognized that due to the evolving landscape of public accounting

practices, specific guidelines were necessary to maintain integrity and independence when

providing attest services while practicing in an alternative practice structure (APS). In 2000,

the “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretations of the “Independence Rule” and of the

“Form of Organization and Name Rule” were adopted into the AICPA Code of Professional

Conduct (code).

2. In November 2022, PEEC appointed a task force to evaluate whether the nature of private

equity (PE) investments in the nonattest entity of an APS (APS with PE) necessitates

revisions to the code — either through amended or new interpretations — or issuance of

nonauthoritative guidance. The task force comprises members practicing within APSs (with

private and public investors), members from traditional firm structures, an attorney,

representatives from the National Association of State Boards of Accountancy (NASBA),

representatives from regulatory bodies, a representative from a technical committee, and

staff of the AICPA ethics division. The task force evaluated the current provisions in the

code, including the “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation of the “Independence

1 All ET sections can be found in the AICPA Code of Professional Conduct. 

http://www.aicpa.org/ethicslibrary
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Rule,” to determine their appropriateness and sufficiency for these structures.  

Evaluation 

3. PEEC determined that revisions to the code are necessary. Evolving APSs, including APSs 

with PE, have fundamental differences from the APS contemplated by the existing 

interpretation under the “Independence Rule.” These distinctions may affect how a member 

assesses the significance of threats to independence. Differences include the following:  

Existing interpretation APS with PE 

Presents an APS in which a public 

company controls2 the nonattest entity.  

The investor may or may not control the 

nonattest entity. 

Assumes the public investor not only 

controls the nonattest entity but also 

controls the “other public company 

entities.”3 

This may not be the case in an APS with PE 

or in another structure when an investor has 

significant influence over but does not control 

the nonattest entity and other investees. For 

example, the other portfolio companies in 

which the PE investor has holdings may or 

may not be in the same fund as the nonattest 

entity, and the PE investor may have less than 

control over them. Additionally, the other funds 

and portfolio companies may be managed and 

advised by different general partners, fund 

managers, and investment advisers. 

Defines “other public company entities” as 

those that “…include the public company 

and all entities consolidated in the public 

company financial statements…” 

The entities subject to consolidation may vary. 

 
2 ET section 0.400.12. 
3 ET section 1.220.020.04e. 
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4. In addition to these structural differences, the code has been revised since the adoption of 

the “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation of the “Independence Rule” as follows: 

• The “Network and Network Firms” interpretation (ET sec. 1.220.010), and related 

definitions of network4 and network firm,5 were adopted into the code several years 

after the “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation. According to that 

interpretation, when the attest firm and nonattest entity are network firms, the 

nonattest entity should be independent of the attest firm’s financial statement audit 

and review clients.  

• The covered member6 definition was not fully adopted into the code when the 

“Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation was drafted. Specifically, individuals 

who meet the definition of an individual in a position to influence the attest 

engagement7 may also meet the definition of “direct superior” or “indirect superior” as 

defined in the “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation. While “direct superiors” 

and entities over which they can exercise significant influence8 must comply with the 

“Independence Rule,” “indirect superiors” currently are subject to only certain 

interpretations. 

5. In evaluating potential changes to the existing “Alternative Practice Structures” 

interpretation, PEEC reviewed other interpretations of the “Independence Rule,” such as 

those related to financial interests, business relationships, loans, client affiliates, and 

mergers and acquisitions. PEEC sought to identify where threats to independence are more 

significant in an APS than those addressed through existing interpretations of the 

“Independence Rule.”  

6. Based on its evaluation, PEEC is proposing a new “Alternative Practice Structures” 

interpretation of the “Independence Rule” as well as revisions to other interpretations and 

one definition. The new interpretation of the “Independence Rule” will address APSs 

broadly, including APSs with PE.  

7. Additionally, PEEC reviewed and considered guidance from other standard-setting 

organizations and regulators — such as the International Ethics Standards Board for 

Accountants (IESBA), the SEC, and various state boards of accountancy — that have 

 
4 ET section 0.400.35. 
5 ET section 0.400.36. 
6 ET section 0.400.14. 
7 ET section 0.400.25. 
8 ET section 0.400.49. 
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addressed independence considerations when an attest firm operates within an APS.  

8. PEEC evaluated other rules within the code and is developing nonauthoritative guidance to 

assist members in applying the “Independence Rule” and the following rules and their 

interpretations when practicing in an APS: 

• The “Integrity and Objectivity Rule” (ET sec. 1.100.001)  

• The “Advertising and Other Forms of Solicitations Rule” (ET sec. 1.600.001)  

• The “Confidential Client Information Rule” (ET sec. 1.700.001)  

• The “Form of Organization and Name Rule” (ET sec. 1.800.001) 

9. PEEC continues to evaluate whether the following rules should be applicable to the 

nonattest entity in an APS and does not address these in this exposure draft: 

• “Contingent Fees Rule” (ET sec. 1.510.001)  

• “Commissions and Referral Fees Rule” (ET sec. 1.520.001)  

Outreach and stakeholder engagement 

10. The task force issued a discussion memorandum, “Potential revisions to the AICPA Code of 

Professional Conduct and guidance related to independence in alternative practice 

structures,” in March 2025 and solicited feedback through June 2025. The discussion 

memorandum focused on potential revisions to the “Alternative Practice Structures” 

interpretation of the “Independence Rule.” Thirty-six comment letters were received from 

various stakeholders, including state boards, state societies, firms in APSs, traditional firms, 

representatives from academia, and NASBA. PEEC considered these responses in 

developing this exposure draft. 

11. The task force also met with and sought feedback from various stakeholders, attorneys 

specializing in PE transactions, CEOs and independence leadership from firms that operate 

in an APS, auditors of PE structures, insurance liability carriers, state CPA societies, state 

boards, IESBA, and NASBA.  

Proposed new “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation (ET sec. 1.220.020) 

12. Parenthetical references throughout this explanatory material are references to the 

paragraphs in the proposed interpretation.  

13. Paragraph .01 of the proposed interpretation clarifies that the “Alternative Practice 

Structures” interpretation is to be used in conjunction with the other interpretations of the 
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“Independence Rule;” it is not a “standalone” interpretation and does not include every 

independence requirement for members practicing in an APS.  

Structure of an APS 

14. An APS must have certain characteristics to be structured in compliance with jurisdictional 

laws and regulations, which are referred to in the beginning of the proposed new “Alternative 

Practice Structures” interpretation of the “Independence Rule.” PEEC encourages members 

to consult an attorney or other specialist who might be able to assist members in navigating 

applicable laws and regulations (.02–.03).  

Terminology  

15. The terminology section (.04) introduces terms defined solely for the purpose of applying the 

interpretation. 

16. An “alternative practice structure” (.04a) is defined broadly to reflect the substance of the 

form of organization — one in which a firm that provides attest services (attest firm) is 

closely aligned with another public or private entity, partly or wholly owned by an investor or 

investors, that performs professional services other than attest services (nonattest entity).  

17. “Closely aligned” (.04b) is defined to describe the relationship between the attest firm and 

the nonattest entity. The dependency of the attest firm on the nonattest entity is what 

provides the basis for treating the nonattest entity the same as the attest firm for 

independence purposes.  

18. The term “investor” (.04c) is used to broaden application across various APSs and to 

incorporate any individual or entity that has a financial interest9 in the nonattest entity, 

including an individual, PE firm, partnership, corporate entity, or other type of investor. The 

interpretation specifies when it is necessary to identify whether an investor has less than 

significant influence, significant influence, or control over the nonattest entity. 

19. A “significant influence investment” (.04d) exists when an investor has significant influence 

over the nonattest entity but not control. More than one investor may have significant 

influence over the nonattest entity. If more than one investor has significant influence over 

the nonattest entity, the member will apply the APS guidance to each investor.  

20. Significant influence, defined in the code,10 is based on FASB Accounting Standards 

 
9 Financial interest. An ownership interest in an equity or a debt security issued by an entity, including 

rights and obligations to acquire such an interest and derivatives directly related to such interest (ET 

sec. 0.400.17).  
10 ET section 0.400.49. 
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Codification (ASC) 323-10-15. Ownership of 20 percent or more of the investee’s voting 

stock generally presumes significant influence. The ability to exercise significant influence 

also may exist in other ways, such as through board representation, participation in policy-

making decisions, material intra-entity transactions, interchange of managerial personnel, 

technology dependency, and concentration of other shareholdings. 

21. A “controlling investment” (.04e) exists when an investor has control over the nonattest 

entity. Control, defined in the code,11 is as used in FASB ASC 810, Consolidation. It is the 

direct or indirect ability to determine the direction of management and policies through 

ownership, contract, or otherwise, including qualitative factors. The assessment includes 

consideration of the following: 

• Ownership of a majority voting interest 

• Contractual arrangements that grant decision-making authority 

• Other mechanisms that allow one entity to direct the activities of another 

• Veto rights of a minority shareholder 

22. “Key stakeholders of the investor” (.04f) is defined as individuals who represent or act on 

behalf of an investor; such stakeholders could include owners, managing partners, founders, 

or principals. These individuals may have the authority to appoint members to the nonattest 

entity board. When these individuals are involved in activities related to the nonattest entity 

such as advising on the strategic direction of the nonattest entity or appointing nonattest 

entity board members, relationships they have with attest clients may create threats to 

independence.   

23. “Upstream entities of the nonattest entity” (.04g.) are defined as those entities above the 

nonattest entity through the investor (.04c.) that have at least significant influence over the 

nonattest entity. The nonattest entity is not independent of these upstream entities due to 

the investment in the nonattest entity. For example, in an APS with PE when the investor 

has at least significant influence over the nonattest entity, this includes the fund (or funds 

that collectively have at least significant influence over the nonattest entity), the investment 

adviser, the general partner, and the PE firm. Entities with less than significant influence 

over the nonattest entity (for example, limited partners and shareholders) are not upstream 

entities for the purpose of this definition. 

 
11 ET section 0.400.12. 
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Characteristics of an APS  

24. Common characteristics of an APS are outlined in paragraph .05 of the proposed 

interpretation. These characteristics have been observed across different APSs with 

different types of investors; however, these characteristics are not necessarily 

representative of every APS. A variation of one or more of these characteristics may affect 

the significance of threats to independence.  

APS models  

25. PEEC presents three APS models in the proposed interpretation after paragraphs .06 and 

.07: one broadly applicable to any APS, one applicable to an APS with PE, and one 

applicable to an APS with a public company investor. PEEC intends to describe other APS 

models in nonauthoritative guidance. 

Network firms  

26. PEEC is proposing revisions to the definition of network firm12 as described in paragraphs 

68–70 of this explanatory material. These revisions include (a) removing the inclusion of 

entities “under common control” with a network firm, and (b) adding a requirement that a 

controlling entity also be cooperating with the network firm for the purpose of enhancing the 

network firm’s capabilities to provide professional services before the controlling entity is 

considered a network firm. The new requirement in (b) is the first characteristic of a network, 

as set forth in the definition of network, and is a precondition for a network relationship to 

exist. PEEC also believes that the proposed revisions are appropriate and would result in 

consistent treatment for both an APS and a traditional accounting network. The proposed 

APS interpretation incorporates additional independence requirements for entities within an 

APS, which PEEC believes are necessary because of the close alignment of the attest firm 

and nonattest entity in an APS.    

27. PEEC’s conclusions regarding network firms in an APS are presented in paragraphs .09–.14 

of the interpretation. Under the interpretation, the first step is to determine which entities are 

included in the attest firm’s network based on the definition of network (.09–.11). Then, the 

attest firm should determine which entities are brought into the network through the 

definition of network firm (i.e., those entities that the network firm can control, or that control 

the network firm and cooperate with the network firm for the purpose of enhancing the 

network firm’s capabilities to provide professional services) (.12–.13). 

28. PEEC has concluded and the interpretation reflects that the attest firm and nonattest entity 

are network firms because they cooperate for the purpose of enhancing the firms’ 

 
12 References to the definition of network firm used throughout this exposure draft are to the proposed 

revised definition in this exposure draft unless stated otherwise. 
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capabilities to provide professional services and share one or more of the characteristics as 

described in the definition of network (.09). Independence requirements for this relationship 

are described in detail in paragraphs 36–37 of this explanatory material and in paragraph 

.14 of the interpretation. 

29. In addition to evaluating any other relationships with entities that may create a network, the 

relationship between the attest firm and an investor with significant influence or control over 

the nonattest entity should be evaluated to determine whether the investor is part of the 

attest firm’s network (.10). As noted, the first characteristic of a network13 is that one or more 

firms “…cooperate for the purpose of enhancing the firms’ capabilities to provide 

professional services” (cooperation characteristic). This characteristic must be met before 

considering whether the attest firm and the investor share one or more of the additional 

characteristics outlined in the definition of a network (for example, common business 

strategy). Characteristics reflecting that such cooperation does not exist and factors to 

consider when evaluating whether cooperation may exist are included in paragraphs 32–33 

of this explanatory material. 

30. When evaluating whether a potential network relationship exists with an investor or any 

other entity, the attest firm should make the determination based on the relationship 

between the attest firm and the entity being evaluated (.11). The exception to this is when 

applying the definition of network firm as described in paragraph 31 of this explanatory 

material and paragraphs .12–.13 of the interpretation. 

31. After network relationships of the attest firm are determined by applying the definition of 

network, the definition of network firm should be applied to determine which additional 

entities are part of the network because they are either a) controlled by a network firm or b) 

control a network firm and cooperate with that network firm to enhance the network firm’s 

capabilities to provide professional services (.12–.13). In the case of a controlling investor 

that cooperates with the nonattest entity for the purpose of enhancing the network firm’s 

capabilities to provide professional services, the controlling investor would be considered a 

network firm even if it did not meet any other characteristics of the definition of network; this 

is because it would meet the definition of network firm as described in paragraphs 26 and 70 

of this explanatory material. Specifically, in the circumstance described, the investor controls 

the nonattest entity (i.e., a network firm) and cooperates with that nonattest entity to 

enhance the nonattest entity’s capabilities to provide professional services.  

32. An investor with significant influence or control over the nonattest entity does not meet the 

cooperation characteristic when applying the definitions of network or network firm when the 

 
13 ET section 0.400.35. 
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investor does not provide professional services14 and the investor’s activities are limited to 

• investing in the nonattest entity and  

• advising on budgetary or strategic direction of the attest firm. 

33. Examples of factors to consider when determining whether an entity (including an investor 

whose activities are not limited to those in paragraph 32 of this explanatory material) meets 

the cooperation characteristic when applying the definitions of network or network firm are 

as follows:  

• Whether the entity is involved in or facilitates the attest firm’s or network firm’s 

provision of professional services 

• Whether the entity assists or collaborates with the attest firm or network firm in 

providing professional services, with or without a formal agreement 

• Whether the entity performs any functions for or provides resources to the attest firm 

or network firm relating to the delivery of professional services 

34. Controlled acquisitions of the nonattest entity are network firms based on the definition of a 

network firm because they are controlled by a network firm (i.e., the nonattest entity) (.12). 

35. Diagrams A, B, and C, which follow, depict (respectively) the steps for determining whether 

an entity is in the attest firm’s network in an APS based on the definitions of network and 

network firm, application of the definition of network firm when a controlling investor is not a 

network firm, and application of the definition of network firm when a controlling investor is a 

network firm:  

 

  

 
14 ET section 0.400.43. 
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Diagram A 
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Diagram B 
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Diagram C 

 

 

 

36. The “Network and Network Firms” interpretation requires network firms to comply with the 

“Independence Rule” and its interpretations with respect to financial statement audit and 

review clients, including any prohibitions on providing nonattest services as set forth in the 

“Nonattest Services” subtopic.15 Certain exceptions apply for network firms within the 

“Network and Network Firms” interpretation and other interpretations; these exceptions are 

as follows: 

• Network firms are not required to comply with the “Independence Rule” and its 

interpretations for engagements subject to the Statements on Standards for 

Attestation Engagements (SSAEs) unless the covered member knows or has reason 

to believe threats are created by another network firm’s interests and relationships.16  

 
15 ET section 1.295 
16 ET section 1.220.010.04. 
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• A member is not required to take specific steps to evaluate conflicts of interests of 

other network firms under the “Conflicts of Interest for Members in Public Practice” 

interpretation.17  

• A covered member is not required to include fees from attest and nonattest services 

of network firms when calculating total fees related to fee dependency under the 

“Fee Dependency” interpretation.18  

• A member is not required to consider the possible threats to independence created 

due to the provision of nonattest services by other network firms when considering 

the cumulative effect of providing multiple nonattest services to an attest client under 

the “Cumulative Effect on Independence When Providing Multiple Nonattest 

Services” interpretation.19 

37. The network firm relationship between the attest firm and nonattest entity in an APS is more 

closely aligned20 than network firms in a traditional network of accounting firms due to the 

attest firm’s relationship with, and dependency on, the nonattest entity. For example, in an 

APS, attest partners and professional staff are employees of the nonattest entity, and the 

attest firm relies on the nonattest entity for professional resources; this level of dependency 

generally does not exist in a traditional network of accounting firms. Therefore, PEEC 

believes the nonattest entity, including entities controlled by the nonattest entity, should be 

subject to the same independence requirements as the attest firm. Other network firms are 

not affected by this extended requirement. The effect of the extended requirement means 

that the exceptions noted in paragraph 36 of this explanatory material do not apply to the 

nonattest entity and entities it controls (.14).  

Covered members  

38. Members are expected to apply the covered member definition when evaluating 

independence and to apply the “Independence Rule” and its interpretations to such 

individuals and entities.  

39. The covered member definition includes an individual in a position to influence the attest 

engagement. In an APS, this may include individuals who 

• evaluate the performance or recommend the compensation of the attest engagement 

 
17 ET section 1.110.010.08. 
18 ET section 1.230.040.02. 
19 ET section 1.295.020.04. 
20 Closely aligned as defined in the Terminology section of the proposed interpretation (paragraph .04c). 
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partner; or 

• directly supervise or manage the attest engagement partner, including all 

successively senior levels above that individual through the firm’s chief executive. 

40. In an APS, covered members may exist in the attest firm, nonattest entity, or in other entities 

in the investor’s structure (.15–16.). Since covered members may exist outside the attest 

firm and nonattest entity, PEEC believes including specific examples of who meets the 

covered member definition, or who should be evaluated under the covered member 

definition, will remove any ambiguity and promote consistency in practice. Nonattest entity 

board members who have the authority to approve the compensation of the attest firm 

partners at the individual level meet the first bullet in paragraph 39 of this explanatory 

material and are, therefore, covered members21.  

41. Members should evaluate other relevant individuals to determine if they meet the definition 

of covered member, including the following:  

• Board members of the nonattest entity who do not have the authority to approve the 

compensation of the attest firm partners at the individual level (.16a.).  

• Individuals in the nonattest entity who directly supervise or manage the attest 

engagement partner, including all successively senior levels above the attest 

engagement partner through the chief executive or equivalent of the nonattest entity. 

PEEC determined that these individuals should be evaluated to determine whether 

they meet the covered member definition (versus stating they meet the covered 

member definition in the proposed interpretation) because of the possibility that a 

chief executive of the nonattest entity is not in an attest partner’s chain of command 

(.16b.). 

Relationships with individuals and entities that may create threats to independence 

42. PEEC recognizes that APSs continue to evolve; therefore, a “one-size-fits-all” set of rules is 

not appropriate. However, there are some relationships that, if present, PEEC has 

concluded will impair independence; these are specifically covered in the proposed 

interpretation. Because scenarios may arise in which facts and circumstances vary, 

members will still be required to use professional judgment when applying the APS 

guidance. Paragraph .18 of the interpretation describes relationships and circumstances 

 
21 PEEC’s “White Paper, Independence Rules Modernization Project” concluded that individuals who 

actively participate in compensation decisions for specific attest engagement partners are covered 

members. 
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when independence is impaired. Paragraph .20 of the interpretation provides examples of 

relationships and circumstances when, if the attest firm knows or has reason to believe the 

relationship or circumstance exists, the conceptual framework approach should be applied 

to evaluate whether the relationship or circumstance would lead a reasonable and informed 

third party who is aware of the relevant information to conclude that there is a threat to 

independence that is not at an acceptable level.22  

Relationships that impair independence 

43. After a member determines network firms (.09–.14) and covered members (.15–.16) and 

applies the “Independence Rule” and its interpretations to the respective individuals and 

entities, members should determine which relationships and circumstances exist in an APS 

beyond the scope of covered member and network firms that create threats to 

independence. Independence requirements that extend beyond those required for covered 

members and network firms are based on the close alignment of the attest firm and 

nonattest entity. The public interest principle recognizes that members may face conflicting 

pressures and obliges members to act with integrity, “… guided by the precept that when 

members fulfill their responsibility to the public, clients’ and employers’ interests are best 

served.”23 PEEC believes that there is at least a perceived greater undue influence threat24 

to independence in an APS where an investor has input into strategic and budgetary 

decisions of the attest firm which may affect a member’s objectivity and independence25 

even when an investor is not a network firm.  

44. The relationships and circumstances that impair independence may differ based on the level 

of investment of the investor in the nonattest entity (that is, less than significant influence, 

significant influence, or control). These circumstances are described in paragraphs 45–57 of 

this explanatory material and outlined in paragraph .18a–d. of the interpretation. 

Less than significant influence, significant influence, or controlling investment by investor 

45. At this time, PEEC is unaware of a nonattest entity in an APS with PE that has become a 

publicly traded entity; however, PEEC believes that if such a nonattest entity becomes a 

publicly traded entity in the future, independence would be impaired if an attest client has a 

direct financial interest in the nonattest entity due to the close alignment of the attest firm 

and nonattest entity (.18c.). This includes an attest client that has any direct financial 

interest in the nonattest entity, or the attest client's officers or directors of record or beneficial 

 
22 ET section 1.210.010.01. 
23 ET section. 0.300.030.03. 
24 ET section 1.210.010.18. 
25 ET section 0.300.050. 
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owners of more than 5 percent of the equity securities of the nonattest entity. This 

prohibition is consistent with the SEC’s Rule 2-01(c)(1)(iv)(A).  

Significant influence or controlling investment by investor 

46. In a significant influence investment or controlling investment, when the investor is a 

network firm, partners and professional employees of the investor would be required to 

comply with the interpretations of the “Independence Rule” applicable to network firms, 

including within the “Current Employment or Association with an Attest Client” subtopic.26  

47. When the investor is not a network firm, an undue influence threat to independence still 

exists that is not at an acceptable level and cannot be reduced to an acceptable level with 

the application of safeguards if an individual who is a member of those charged with 

governance27 over the nonattest entity is in a key position at an attest client of the attest firm 

(.18a.). The definition of those charged with governance includes both individuals and 

organizations.  

48. In a significant influence investment or controlling investment, the nonattest entity is not 

considered independent of upstream entities of the nonattest entity through its investor even 

when such entities are not network firms. Because the nonattest entity is a network firm of 

the attest firm and is not considered independent of these upstream entities, independence 

will be impaired if the attest firm provides an attest service to any of those entities (.18b.). In 

an APS with a public company investor, this prohibition applies to upstream entities of the 

nonattest entity through the public company investor. The following diagrams depict this 

when the investor is a PE firm or a public company. 

 

 
26 ET section 1.275. 
27 ET section 0.400.53. 
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49. In a significant influence investment or controlling investment, independence is impaired if 

an upstream entity of the nonattest entity is an affiliate28 of a financial statement attest client 

of the attest firm (.18b.). This restriction is, in part, to align with the client affiliate 

interpretations29 that require the attest firm and its network firms to be independent of a 

financial statement attest client and its affiliates. In cases where the nonattest entity is not 

independent of an affiliate of a financial statement attest client, independence will be 

impaired.  

50. Paragraph .18b. of the interpretation also addresses the possibility of a financial statement 

 
28 ET section 0.400.02. 
29 The “Client Affiliates” interpretation (ET sec. 1.224.010) and the “State and Local Government Client 

Affiliates” interpretation (ET sec.1.224.020). 
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attest client investing in the same investor that has a financial interest in the nonattest entity 

or the investment vehicle that holds the investment in the nonattest entity. For example, if 

the investor is a PE firm, and the attest firm provides a financial statement attest service to a 

limited partner (LP) of the fund that holds the investment in the nonattest entity, 

independence is impaired if the LP interest allows the LP to exercise significant influence 

over the fund and is material to the LP. This is because the fund that holds the investment in 

the nonattest entity would be an affiliate of the LP,30 the financial statement attest client, and 

the nonattest entity (a network firm) is not independent of the fund (that is, an upstream 

entity). The following diagram depicts this relationship in an APS with a public company 

investor where a potential financial statement attest client is a shareholder of the public 

company that invests in the nonattest entity. If the shareholder has significant influence over 

the public company and the investment is material to the shareholder, the public company 

would be an affiliate of the potential financial statement attest client. The next several 

paragraphs and diagrams provide additional examples of the conclusion in paragraph .18b. 

of the interpretation in various configurations.  

 
30 “An entity in which a financial statement attest client or an entity controlled by the financial statement 

attest client has a direct financial interest that gives the financial statement attest client significant 

influence over such entity and that is material to the financial statement attest client.” (ET sec. 

0.400.02b.). 
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51. Fund is client affiliate. Following is an example of the conclusion described in paragraph 49 

of this explanatory material in a significant-influence investment in which the potential 

financial statement attest client is a portfolio company in the same fund as the nonattest 

entity:  

• Portfolio Company B is a potential financial statement attest client and is in the same 

fund (Fund 1) as the nonattest entity. 

• Fund 1 is an affiliate of Portfolio Company B because Fund 1 has significant influence 

over Portfolio Company B and Portfolio Company B is material to Fund 1. 

• The nonattest entity is not considered to be independent of Fund 1, which is an 

upstream entity of the nonattest entity. 

• The attest firm cannot provide financial statement attest services to Portfolio Company B 

since the nonattest entity is not independent of an affiliate (that is, Fund 1) of the 

financial statement attest client (that is, Portfolio Company B). 
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52. Investment adviser is client affiliate. Following is an example of the conclusion in paragraph 

49 of this explanatory material of a significant influence investment where the potential 

financial statement attest client is a portfolio company in a different fund than the nonattest 

entity: 

• Portfolio Company C is a potential financial statement attest client and is in a different 

fund (Fund 2) than that of the nonattest entity, which is in Fund 1. 

• The investment adviser is an affiliate of Portfolio Company C because the investment 

adviser has significant influence over Portfolio Company C, and Portfolio Company C is 

material to the investment adviser.  

• The investment adviser also advises Fund 1 that holds the investment in the nonattest 

entity. 
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• The nonattest entity is not considered to be independent of the investment adviser, 

which is an upstream entity of the nonattest entity.  

• The attest firm cannot provide financial statement attest services to Portfolio Company C 

as the nonattest entity is not independent of an affiliate (that is, investment adviser) of 

the financial statement attest client (that is, Portfolio Company C). 

 

 

53. Investment adviser is client affiliate. Following is an example of the conclusion in paragraph 

49 of this explanatory material in a significant-influence investment where the potential 

financial statement attest client is a fund other than the fund that invests in nonattest entity:  

• Fund 2 is a potential financial statement attest client and is in a different fund than that of 

the nonattest entity, which is Fund 1. 

• The investment adviser has significant influence over Fund 2 and the fund is material to 

the investment adviser.  
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• The investment adviser also advises Fund 1, which holds the investment in the nonattest 

entity. 

• The nonattest entity is not considered to be independent of the investment adviser, 

which is an upstream entity of the nonattest entity.  

• The attest firm cannot provide financial statement attest services to Fund 2 because the 

nonattest entity is not independent of an affiliate (that is, the investment adviser) of the 

financial statement attest client (that is, Fund 2). 

 

 

54. Investor is client affiliate. Following is an example of the conclusion in paragraph 49 of this 

explanatory material in a significant influence investment where the potential financial 

statement attest client is an investee of a public company investor:  

• Investee B is a potential financial statement attest client and is under the same public 

company investor as the nonattest entity (Investee A). 

• The public company investor is an affiliate of Investee B because the public company 
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investor has control over Investee B, and Investee B is material to the public company 

investor. 

• The nonattest entity (Investee A) is not independent of the public company investor, 

which is an upstream entity of the nonattest entity. 

• The attest firm cannot provide financial statement attest services to investee B because 

the nonattest entity is not independent of an affiliate (that is, public company investor) of 

the financial statement attest client (that is, Investee B). 

  

Controlling investment by investor 

55. Threats to independence when providing attest services to other investees are more 

significant in a controlling investment. Therefore, the conclusions discussed in paragraph 56 

of this explanatory material is more restrictive than what would result from the application of 

the affiliate rules.  
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56. In a controlling investment, independence is impaired when the attest firm provides any 

attest service to an investee of the investor when the investor either (a) has significant 

influence over the investee and the investee is material to the investor or (b) controls the 

investee (.18d.). When the investor is PE, this restriction applies to any funds and to 

portfolio companies in any fund. 

 

 

Relationships that require application of the conceptual framework 

57. Members should apply the “Conceptual Framework for Independence” interpretation for 

other relationships and circumstances the member knows or has reason to believe exist that 

may create threats to independence. This includes when determining whether attest 

services can be provided within the investor’s structure that are not prohibited as described 

in paragraphs 48–56 of this explanatory material (.18b–d).   

58. In evaluating threats, members should consider the level of investment (significant influence 

or controlling) and other relevant factors. The examples and factors provided in paragraph 

.20 of the interpretation are meant to be illustrative and non-exhaustive. Members should 

determine which of these and other factors are relevant to the specific set of facts and 

circumstances being evaluated.  
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59. Members are not required to monitor for the existence of these relationships; however, 

members should apply the conceptual framework when they know or have reason to believe 

a relationship that may create threats to independence exists. The phrase “knows or has 

reason to believe” appears in various sections of the code but is not explicitly defined. In 

practice, it is commonly interpreted as having actual knowledge of a relationship or 

becoming aware of information that provides sufficient cause to believe the relationship 

exists. Additional conceptual framework examples will be provided in nonauthoritative 

guidance for APSs with a public company, private equity, or another investor.  

60. Paragraph .20b. of the interpretation provides an example of when the attest firm knows or 

has reason to believe a financial, employment, or business relationship exists between an 

individual or entity listed (for example, a nonattest entity board member who is not a covered 

member) and an attest client. PEEC believes the categories listed of “financial, employment 

(including key positions), and business relationships” sufficiently covers the relationships 

outlined in the correlating sections of the code.31   

Relationships that generally do not create threats to independence  

61. Relationships with certain individuals and entities that generally do not create threats to 

independence in an APS are presented in paragraphs .21–.22 of the interpretation. The 

term “generally” is used here to indicate that typically these relationships do not create 

threats to independence. However, if additional information indicates a threat to 

independence exists, members should evaluate the threat to conclude whether threats are 

not at an acceptable level.  

62. Limited partners are included here because their investment is passive in nature and usually 

does not provide for significant influence over the fund it invests in (.21). However, if an 

individual who is a limited partner, or who is appointed by an entity that is a limited partner, 

serves on the nonattest entity board, that individual is subject to the guidance applicable to 

nonattest entity board members. See paragraph 50 of this explanatory material for a 

situation in which the limited partner has significant influence over the fund and the 

investment is material to the limited partner.    

 
31 The “Financial Interests” subtopic (ET sec. 1.240), the “Trusts and Estates” subtopic (ET sec. 1.240), 

the “Participation in Employee Benefit Plans” subtopic (ET sec. 1.250), the “Depository, Brokerage, 

and Other Accounts” subtopic (ET sec. 1.255), the “Insurance Products” subtopic (ET sec. 1.257), the 

“Loans, Leases, and Guarantees” subtopic (ET sec. 1.260), the “Business Relationships” subtopic (ET 

sec. 1.265), and the “Current Employment or Association with an Attest Client” subtopic (ET sec. 

1.275). 
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63. Other investees of the investor (for example, other portfolio companies) that are not 

determined to be network firms of the attest firm may provide services to attest clients of the 

attest firm that would impair independence if performed by the attest firm. In addition, other 

investees could enter into business relationships with attest clients of the attest firm that 

would impair independence if entered into with the attest firm (.22). 

Proposed revision to the “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation (ET sec. 

1.810.050) 

64. PEEC is proposing the revision to paragraph .01 to broaden the application of the 

requirements to APS models. 

65. Extant paragraph .03 is being deleted because it is redundant with the financial interest 

provision of the “Council Resolution Concerning the Form of Organization and Name Rule” 

(Appendix B). The attest firm must comply with the provisions in the resolution to provide the 

attest services outlined in paragraph A. of the resolution.  

66. The new proposed paragraph .03 is intended to address a potential practice issue. The 

purpose is to promote transparency in practice, avoid the risk of misleading clients, and 

ensure accurate representation regarding which entity in the APS is responsible for 

performing each service.   

Proposed revision to the “Conceptual Framework for Independence” interpretation (ET 

sec. 1.210.010) and “Conceptual Framework for Members in Public Practice” 

interpretation (ET sec. 1.000.010) 

67. Among the various types of threats to independence in an APS, the undue influence threat32 

tends to arise more frequently. This increased frequency is due to the additional 

relationships that must be considered in an APS, which can introduce more complex 

dynamics and potential sources of influence — though the threat itself is not inherently more 

significant. PEEC is proposing to include additional examples in the conceptual framework 

interpretations, which will assist members in identifying this threat when practicing in an 

APS.  

Proposed revision to the definition of network firm (ET sec. 0.400.36) 

68. The first revision to the definition of network firm removes the inclusion of entities under 

common control with a network firm from the definition. Furthermore, PEEC does not believe 

 
32 Undue influence threat. The threat that a member will subordinate his or her judgment to that of an 

individual associated with an attest client or any relevant third party due to that individual’s reputation 

or expertise, aggressive or dominant personality, or attempts to coerce or exercise excessive influence 

over the member (ET sec. 1.000.010.16). 
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entities under common control with a network firm should automatically be scoped into the 

definition of network firm but rather be subject to evaluation as necessary.  

69. Additionally, circumstances in which a member owns and controls a separate business will 

continue to be addressed in the “Ownership of a Separate Business” interpretation (ET sec. 

1.810.010). According to this interpretation, a separate business under common control is 

required to comply with the code.  

70. The second revision adds a precondition that an entity that controls a network firm also be 

cooperating with the network firm for the purpose of enhancing the network firm’s 

capabilities to provide professional services before the controlling entity is considered a 

network firm. The revised definition still requires a controlling entity of a network firm to be 

evaluated for inclusion as a network firm. The code continues to prohibit ownership in a CPA 

firm by an entity or by individuals who are not actively engaged as members of the firm.33 

Conclusion 

71. The proposed new interpretation and revisions presented in this exposure draft are 

designed to address the evolving landscape of APSs in the accounting profession. The 

guidance addresses threats to independence in an APS by leveraging other independence 

interpretations, prohibiting certain relationships unique to an APS when independence would 

be impaired, and allowing firms to evaluate threats using the conceptual framework in other 

instances. Including factors to consider when applying the conceptual framework will help 

ensure consistent compliance with the independence requirements through application of 

the framework. These changes aim to uphold the integrity of the profession while offering 

practical guidance for firms operating in alternative practice structures. 

Effective date 

72. PEEC recommends the proposal be effective one year after adoption, with early 

implementation permitted for those who implement the new interpretation in its entirety. 

Request for comments 

73. PEEC welcomes comments on all aspects of the proposed revisions to the code. In addition, 

PEEC seeks feedback on the following specific aspects (parenthetical references are to 

paragraphs in the proposed interpretation): 

a. Do you agree that “investor” is defined appropriately (.04c)? If not, please 

explain. 

 
33 Appendix B: Council Resolution Concerning the Form of Organization and Name Rule.  
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b. Do you agree that the definition of “key stakeholders of the investor” is clear in 

terms of which individuals are included?  

c. Do you agree the three models should be included in the interpretation (.06–

.07)? If not, please explain, including whether you believe one or more should be 

included in nonauthoritative guidance or if there are other models that should be 

included in nonauthoritative guidance. 

d. Do you agree that the definition of “network firm” should be amended to add the 

requirement that the cooperation characteristic (as described in paragraph 29 of 

the explanatory material) in the definition of “network” be met before a controlling 

investor of a network firm is considered a network firm? If not, please explain.  

i. Do you agree that if the controlling investor is a network firm based on the 

definition of “network firm,” then other entities it controls should also be 

network firms? If not, please explain. 

e. Do you agree that in an APS, the nonattest entity should be subject to the same 

independence requirements as the attest firm, including the requirements under 

the “Independence Standards for Engagements Performed in Accordance with 

Statements on Standards for Attestation Engagements” subtopic (ET sec. 1.297) 

(.14)? 

i. If you do not agree, do you believe the “Conceptual Framework for 

Independence” interpretation should be applied to evaluate the 

significance of threats created by the nonattest entity’s and its controlled 

entities’ relationships with attest clients subject to the SSAEs?  

1. If so, what factors should be considered in evaluating the 

significance of threats and whether potential safeguards could be 

implemented?  

f. Do you agree that when an investor does not provide professional services and 

the investor’s activities are limited to investing in the nonattest entity and advising 

on the budgetary or strategic direction of the attest firm (described in paragraph 

32 of the explanatory material), then the investor is generally not a network firm? 

If not, please explain. 

i. If you agree, state whether you believe these factors should be in 

authoritative or nonauthoritative guidance.  
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g. Do you agree with the factors for determining whether cooperation exists for the 

purpose of enhancing capabilities to provide professional services as described 

in paragraph 33 of the explanatory material? 

i. If you agree, state whether you believe these factors should be in 

authoritative or nonauthoritative guidance. 

ii. Do you believe any additional factors should be included for determining 

whether cooperation exists? If so, please provide the additional factors.  

h. Do you agree that the covered member section (.15–.16) should remain in the 

interpretation? 

i. If not, should this section be presented as application material on how to 

apply the covered member definition in an APS in nonauthoritative 

guidance?    

i. Do you agree that the chief executive of the nonattest entity (and other 

individuals in an attest partner’s chain of command in the nonattest entity) should 

be evaluated under the covered member definition rather than be automatically 

considered covered members (.16)? If not, please explain.  

j. Do you agree that when the investor has significant influence or control over the 

nonattest entity, the attest firm should not provide a financial statement attest 

service to an investee of the investor if an upstream entity of the nonattest entity 

is an affiliate of the investee (.18b.)? If not, please explain. 

k. Do you agree that when an attest client has a financial interest in the nonattest 

entity, independence is impaired, regardless of whether the attest client has 

significant influence over the nonattest entity (.18c.)? If not, please explain. 

l. Do you agree that, in an APS with PE when the PE investor controls the 

nonattest entity, the attest firm should not provide attest services to another 

portfolio company in any fund when the PE investor either a) has significant 

influence over the portfolio company and the investment is material the fund, or 

b) controls the portfolio company (.18d.)? If not, please explain. 

m. Do you agree that the prohibitions described in paragraph .18b.–d. of the 

interpretation regarding the provision of attest services to investees and other 

entities of the investor (that is not a network firm), along with the use of the 

conceptual framework for independence for circumstances when the prohibitions 
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would not apply (.20), are sufficient to address threats to independence in the 

circumstances described in the respective paragraphs? If not, please explain. 

i. For example, when the investor has significant influence over the 

nonattest entity, the attest firm would apply the conceptual framework for 

independence when evaluating whether a controlled portfolio company in 

the same fund as the nonattest entity could be a financial statement attest 

client if the controlled portfolio company is not material to the fund (that is, 

the fund is not an affiliate).  

n. Do you agree with the “Relationships with individuals and entities that generally 

do not create threats to independence” section (.21–.22)? 

i. If you agree, should paragraphs .21–22 remain in the interpretation? If 

not, do you believe the material should be presented in nonauthoritative 

guidance?  

o. Do you agree that the new paragraph .03 of the revised “Alternative Practice 

Structures” interpretation of the “Form of Organization and Name Rule” should be 

in the interpretation? If not, do you believe this is a practice issue as described in 

paragraph 66 of the explanatory material and, if so, is there another approach 

that should be considered (for example, in nonauthoritative guidance)? 

p. Do you agree that the proposed guidance is operational? If not, please identify 

specific sections you do not agree are operational. 

q. Are there any other independence threats related to practicing in an APS, as well 

as in traditional networks, that we haven’t addressed? If so, please explain.  

r. For what areas do you believe nonauthoritative guidance is needed(other than 

those already identified)?  
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Proposed new interpretation “Alternative Practice 
Structures” (ET sec. 1.220.020) 

.01 Members who practice in an alternative practice structure should apply this and other 

applicable interpretations to determine their compliance with the “Independence Rule” 

[1.200.001]. 

.02 All such structures must be organized in a form that complies with applicable state and 

federal laws, rules, and regulations; the “Form of Organization and Name Rule” [1.800.001]; 

and the related “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation [1.810.050] of the “Form of 

Organization and Name Rule.” 

.03 To protect the public interest, the overriding focus of the “Council Resolution Concerning the 

Form of Organization and Name Rule” [appendix B] is that CPAs remain responsible for 

a firm’s attest work. In addition to the provisions of the resolution, other requirements of the 

code and bylaws ensure responsibility for 

a. compliance with all aspects of applicable law or regulation; 

b. enrollment in an AICPA-approved practice monitoring program; 

c. compliance with the “Independence Rule;” and 

d. compliance with applicable standards promulgated by Council-designated bodies (the 

“Compliance with Standards Rule” [1.310.001]) and all other provisions of the code, 

including “Structure and Application of the AICPA Code” [0.200]. 

  

Terms defined in the AICPA Code of Professional Conduct are italicized in this 

document. If you would like to see the definitions, you can find them in “Definitions” 

(ET sec. 0.400). 

Because the new interpretation is replacing the existing interpretation in its entirety, 

the proposal is not marked for changes.  

http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod0.400
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Terminology 

.04 The following terms are defined solely for the purpose of applying this interpretation. 

a. An alternative practice structure (APS) is a form of organization in which a firm that 

provides attest services (attest firm) is closely aligned with another public or private 

entity, partly or wholly owned by an investor or investors, that performs professional 

services other than attest services (nonattest entity).  

b. Closely aligned means a substantial amount of the revenues of the attest firm are paid 

to the nonattest entity in return for administrative services and the lease of employees, 

equipment, office space, and other resources. 

c. An investor is an individual or entity that has a financial interest in the nonattest entity. 

The investor does not meet the characteristics of the “Council Resolution Concerning 

the Form of Organization and Name Rule” [appendix B] and could be a private equity 

(PE) investor, partnership, corporate entity, or other type of investor. There may be one 

or more investors in the nonattest entity.  

d. A significant influence investment exists when an investor has significant influence over 

the nonattest entity but not control.  

e. A controlling investment exists when an investor has control over the nonattest entity.  

f. Key stakeholders of the investor are individuals who represent or act on behalf of the 

investor and may include owners, managing partners, founders, or principals. 

g. Upstream entities of the nonattest entity are entities that have at least significant 

influence over the nonattest entity through an investor. For example, in an APS with PE, 

when the investor has at least significant influence over the nonattest entity, this 

includes the fund, investment adviser, general partner, and PE firm.  

Characteristics and diagrams of an APS 

.05 The following characteristics are not necessarily representative of every APS. Members 

should apply the concepts of the interpretation even if one or more of these characteristics 

vary in the member’s APS.  

a. A firm separates its attest practice (attest firm) and nonattest practice (nonattest entity) 

and sells a portion of its nonattest practice to an investor or investors. Legacy partners 

of the firm may retain an equity interest in the nonattest entity. Alternatively, an attest 

firm may closely align itself with a nonattest entity that has such an investor. 
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b. An investor has a financial interest that provides the investor with either significant 

influence or control over the nonattest entity. There may be other investors with less 

than significant influence in the nonattest entity. 

c. The attest firm meets the requirements of the “Council Resolution Concerning the Form 

of Organization and Name Rule” [appendix B], including majority ownership by CPAs 

(attest firm partners) and the prohibition against “ownership by investors or commercial 

enterprises not actively engaged as members of the firm or its affiliates.” The attest firm 

partners remain responsible for decisions regarding attest clients, attest engagements, 

quality management, independence, risk management, and attest firm personnel. The 

attest firm partners and members of the attest engagement team may be employees of 

the nonattest entity. 

 

d. The nonattest entity does not meet the characteristics of the “Council Resolution 

Concerning the Form of Organization and Name Rule” [appendix B]. The owners of the 

nonattest entity may include attest firm partners, nonattest entity principals, and 

investors. 

e. The attest firm has its own governing body, such as a board of directors (attest firm 

board) that is separate from the nonattest entity’s governing body and is not elected by 

the nonattest entity’s governing body. The attest firm board is involved in budgetary 

decisions of the attest firm. 

f. The nonattest entity has a governing body, such as a board of directors or equivalent 

body (nonattest entity board) that includes representation from the investor, oftentimes 

relative to its financial interest in the nonattest entity. The nonattest entity board may be 

the governing body of a parent entity with direct oversight over the nonattest entity. 

Decisions regarding compensation, finance and budget, resource allocation, and 

strategic decisions of the nonattest entity are made at the board level; however, the 

nonattest entity board does not make ordinary-course managerial and operational 

decisions related to the nonattest entity. Such decisions are made by senior 

management of the nonattest entity. The nonattest entity board has the authority to 

approve the budget, including compensation of the attest firm partners either on a 

pooled or individual basis, and may delegate these responsibilities to subcommittees, 

which may include attest partner representation.  

g. The attest firm maintains an administrative services agreement (or similar agreement) 

with the nonattest entity. Under this agreement, the attest firm compensates the 

nonattest entity for administrative support, leased employees, equipment, office space, 

and other resources. The administrative services agreement is generally structured with 
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defined terms, renewal provisions, and termination rights, including the right to exit if the 

relationship is no longer aligned with professional standards. 

h. The chief executives or equivalents of the attest firm and nonattest entity are usually not 

the same individual. The chief executive or equivalent of the attest firm reports to the 

attest firm board, while the chief executive or equivalent of the nonattest entity reports 

to the nonattest entity board. 

.06 The following diagram depicts an example of an APS with a public or private investor that 
has either a significant influence or controlling investment in the nonattest entity. 
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.07 The following diagrams depict an APS with a PE investor, followed by an APS with a public 
company investor, that has either significant influence or a controlling investment in the 
nonattest entity.  
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Interpretation  

.08 Members operating in an APS should perform the following steps when identifying and 

evaluating relationships to comply with the “Independence Rule” [1.200.001] and its 

interpretations.  

a. Determine which entities are network firms of the attest firm by (i) applying the network 

definition and then (ii) applying the network firm definition (paragraphs .09–.14). 

b. Determine which individuals are covered members (paragraphs .15–.16). 

c. Identify relationships and circumstances that create threats to independence. 

i. Determine whether the relationships and circumstances described in paragraph 

.18a.–d. exist. When these relationships and circumstances exist, threats are not 

at an acceptable level and cannot be reduced to an acceptable level by the 

application of safeguards, and independence is impaired. 
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ii. Apply the “Conceptual Framework for Independence” interpretation [1.210.010] 

to relationships and circumstances not prohibited by .18a.–d. that the member 

knows or has reason to believe exist, such as those identified in paragraph .20. 

Network firms 

.09 The attest firm and nonattest entity are network firms because they cooperate to enhance 

the firms’ capabilities to provide professional services and share one or more of the 

characteristics described in the definition of network [0.400.35].  

.10 The attest firm should consider whether an investor with significant influence or control over 

the nonattest entity is part of the attest firm’s network. This determination should be based 

on whether the investor cooperates with the attest firm to enhance its capabilities to provide 

professional services and meets one or more of the characteristics described in the 

definition of network [0.400.35].  

.11 When evaluating whether an entity is part of the attest firm’s network, the determination 

should be based on the relationship between the attest firm and the entity that is being 

evaluated except as outlined in paragraphs .12 and .13.  

.12 The attest firm should then consider if additional entities are part of the network through 

application of the definition of network firm [0.400.36]. For example, entities that the 

nonattest entity controls meet the definition of network firm and are therefore part of the 

attest firm’s network.  

.13 The attest firm should consider whether an investor that controls the nonattest entity but 

does not meet the characteristics of a network as described in paragraph .10 would meet 

the definition of a network firm. This determination should be based on whether the investor 

cooperates with the nonattest entity to enhance its capabilities to provide professional 

services as described in the definition of network firm.  

.14 Due to the close alignment of the attest firm and nonattest entity, the exceptions applicable 

to network firms within interpretations under the “Independence Rule” [1.200.001] do not 

apply to the nonattest entity and entities it controls. Therefore, the following requirements 

apply: 

a. The nonattest entity, and entities it controls, should comply with the “Independence 

Rule” [1.200.001] and its interpretations with respect to all attest clients, which includes 

complying with the “Independence Standards for Engagements Performed in 

Accordance with Statements on Standards for Attestation Engagements” subtopic 

[1.297].  

b. Nonattest entity partners, partner equivalents, principals and professional employees are 

subject to the interpretations of the “Independence Rule” [1.200.001] that apply to 

individuals within the attest firm. 
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c. The attest firm and nonattest entity, and entities it controls, should take specific steps to 

identify conflicts of interest that may arise due to their respective relationships with or 

between clients as set forth under the “Conflicts of Interest for Members in Public 

Practice” interpretation [1.110.010].  

Covered members  

.15 Individuals outside the attest firm may be covered members. For example, nonattest entity 

board members who have the authority, whether exercised or not, to recommend or approve 

the compensation of the attest firm partners at the individual level are covered members 

because they are individuals in a position to influence the attest engagement.  

.16 Other individuals may need to be evaluated to determine if they meet the definition of a 

covered member, including the following: 

a. Board members of the nonattest entity who do not have the authority to recommend or 

approve the compensation of the attest firm partners at the individual level 

b. Individuals in the nonattest entity who directly supervise or manage the attest 

engagement partner, including all successively senior levels through the chief executive 

or equivalent of the nonattest entity (for example, executive committee members)  

Relationships and circumstances with individuals and entities that may create threats to 

independence 

.17 Threats to compliance with the “Independence Rule” [1.200.001] may exist due to additional 

relationships involving individuals and entities that are not network firms or covered 

members.  

.18 Threats to compliance with the “Independence Rule” [1.200.001] are not at an acceptable 

level and cannot be reduced to an acceptable level through the application of safeguards 

and therefore, independence is impaired in the following circumstances:  

a. In a significant influence investment or controlling investment, when an individual who is 

a member of those charged with governance over the nonattest entity serves in a key 

position at an attest client during the period of the professional engagement or the period 

covered by the financial statements 

b. In a significant influence investment or controlling investment, when an attest client or an 

affiliate of a financial statement attest client is an upstream entity of the nonattest entity 
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c. When an attest client has or the attest client’s officers or directors have a direct financial 

interest in the nonattest entity or a beneficial ownership interest in more than 5 percent 

of the equity securities of the nonattest entity Independence is impaired regardless of 

whether the attest client has significant influence over the nonattest entity.  

d. In a controlling investment, when the investor either (i) has significant influence over an 

attest client and the attest client is material to the investor or (ii) controls the attest client  

.19 To determine whether an attest engagement in paragraph .18 can be completed when a 

financial statement attest client is being acquired by the investor or when the attest firm 

acquires another firm that is providing an attest service to an investee of the investor, refer 

to the acquisition guidance in the “Client Affiliates” interpretation [1.224.010] and the “Firm 

Mergers and Acquisitions” interpretation [1.220.040], respectively. 

.20 In both a significant influence investment and controlling investment, members should 

evaluate whether a relationship that is not prohibited by application of the “Independence 

Rule” [1.200.001] and its interpretations to covered members, network firms, or the 

additional requirements of this interpretation, create threats that require the member to apply 

safeguards to reduce those threats to an acceptable level. When threats cannot be 

eliminated or reduced to an acceptable level, independence is impaired. The following are 

examples of circumstances in which such relationships should be evaluated: 

a. The attest firm is determining whether it can provide an attest service to an investee or 

other entity of an investor that is not prohibited by paragraph .18b.–d. Examples of 

factors to consider when evaluating whether threats exist and are at an acceptable level 

include the following:  

i. Whether the investor controls the nonattest entity 

ii. Nature of the attest service  

iii. Whether the investor has significant influence over or controls the investee or 

other entity of the investor  

iv. Whether the investee or other entity of the investor is material to the investor 

or another upstream entity of the nonattest entity  

v. Whether the financial statements of the investee or of another entity of the 

investor are consolidated with the investor 

vi. Whether the investee or other entity of the investor has separate governance 

and separate management from the nonattest entity 
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vii. Whether the investee or other entity of the investor is an existing attest client 

that the investor is targeting as an acquisition 

viii. Whether the attest engagement arose from a referral, introduction, or 

recommendation by a representative of the investor 

ix. Whether a key stakeholder of the investor is on the board of the investee or 

other entity of the investor 

x. Whether the investment in the investee or other entity of the investor is 

managed by the same individual or entity as the nonattest entity (for example, 

the fund, general partner, or investment adviser) 

b. The attest firm knows or has reason to believe that a financial, employment (including 

key positions), or business relationship not prohibited by paragraph .18a exists between 

an attest client and any of the following individuals or entities that are not covered 

members or network firms:  

i. Nonattest entity board members who are appointed by an investor with at 

least significant influence over the nonattest entity 

ii. Key stakeholders of the investor with at least significant influence over the 

nonattest entity 

iii. Upstream entities of the nonattest entity including individuals in key positions 

at those entities 

iv. Investors with less than significant influence over the nonattest entity 

c. The attest firm knows or has reason to believe that an attest client has a financial 

interest in an investor with at least significant influence over the nonattest entity that is 

not prohibited by paragraph .18b. Examples of factors to consider when evaluating 

whether threats exist and are at an acceptable level include the following:  

i. The nature of the attest service  

ii. Whether the attest client has significant influence over the investor  

iii. Whether the investment is material to the attest client  

iv. Whether the investment is a direct or indirect financial interest in the investor  
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Relationships with individuals and entities that generally do not create threats to 

independence 

.21 Relationships with the following individuals and entities generally do not create threats to 

independence. Therefore, these individuals and entities are generally not subject to the 

“Independence Rule” [1.200.001] and its interpretations.  

a. Limited partners with a financial interest in the investor, or the investment vehicle that 

holds the investment in the nonattest entity, when the limited partner has less than 

significant influence over the investor or investment vehicle.  

b. Investees of an investor with less than significant influence over the nonattest entity, 

unless the investees meet the definition of network firms.  

c. Immediate family members of the individuals listed in paragraph .20b. 

.22 An investee of an investor, that is not a network firm, may provide nonattest services to, or 

enter into a business relationship with, an attest client of the attest firm that would impair 

independence if performed by, or entered into with, the attest firm. 

 

 

  



 

 

 

43 | Professional Ethics Division — Exposure draft: Proposed revisions related to alternative 
practice structures 

 

Proposed revisions to definition and interpretations 
(redline) 

 

0.400.36 Definition of network firm  

ET sec. 0.400.36 Network firm. A firm or other entity that belongs to a network. This includes 

any entity that, the network by itself or through one or more of its owners, controls 

or is controlled by, or is under common control with 

a. the network firm controls, or 

b. controls the network firm and cooperates with the network firm for the purpose 

of enhancing that network firm’s capabilities to provide professional services.  

1.810.050 Alternative Practice Structures  

.01 The “Form of Organization and Name Rule” [1.800.001] states, “A member may practice 

public accounting only in a form of organization permitted by law or regulation whose 

characteristics conform to resolutions of Council.” The Council resolution (appendix B) requires, 

among other things, that CPAs own a majority of the financial interests in a firm engaged to 

provide attest services (as defined therein) to the public. This interpretation explains the 

application of this rule to an alternative practice structure (APS) in which (a) the majority of the 

financial interests in the attest firm is owned by CPAs and (b) all or substantially all of the 

revenues are paid to another entity in return for services and the lease of employees, 

equipment, and office space. as described in the “Alternative Practice Structures” 

interpretation (ET sec. 1.220.020).  

.02 To protect the public interest, the overriding focus of the resolution is that CPAs remain 

responsible, financially and otherwise, for a firm’s attest work. In addition to the provisions of 

the resolution, other requirements of the code and bylaws ensure responsibility for 

a. compliance with all aspects of applicable law or regulation, 

b. enrollment in an AICPA-approved practice monitoring program, 

Additions appear in boldface italic. Deletions appear in strikethrough.  

Terms defined in the AICPA Code of Professional Conduct are italicized in this 

document. If you’d like to see the definitions, you can find them in “Definitions” (ET 

sec. 0.400) 

http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod1.800.001
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod_appB
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod_appB
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod_appB
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod0.400
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod0.400
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c. compliance with the “Independence Rule” [1.200.001], and 

d. compliance with applicable standards promulgated by Council-designated bodies 

(“Compliance With Standards Rule” [1.310.001]) and all other provisions of the code, 

including “Structure and Application of the AICPA Code” [0.200]. 

.03 Given all the previously mentioned safeguards that protect the public interest, if the CPAs 

who own the attest firm remain financially responsible, under applicable law or regulation, for 

the firm’s attest work, the member is considered to be in compliance with the financial interests 

provision of the resolution. [Prior reference: paragraph .04 of ET section 505] 

.03  The member should disclose to the client which professional services are provided 

by the firm engaged to provide attest services and which are provided by the closely 

aligned entity that performs professional services other than attest services (nonattest 

entity). See paragraph .05d. of the “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation 

(1.220.020) for description of nonattest entity.  

1.210.010 Conceptual Framework for Independence 

[Paragraphs .01–.17 are unchanged.] 

.18 Undue influence threat. The threat that a member will subordinate his or her judgment to 

that of an individual associated with an attest client or any relevant third party due to that 

individual’s reputation or expertise, aggressive or dominant personality, or attempts to coerce or 

exercise excessive influence over the member. Examples of undue influence threats include the 

following: 

a. Management threatens to replace the member or member’s firm over a 

disagreement on the application of an accounting principle. 

b. Management pressures the member to reduce necessary audit procedures in order 

to reduce audit fees. 

c. The member receives a gift from the attest client, its management, or its significant 

shareholders. [1.285.010] 

d. A large proportion of fees charged by the firm to an attest client is generated by 

providing nonattest services. 

e. In an alternative practice structure, the investor pressures the attest firm 

and/or nonattest entity to meet internal or external targets.  

http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod1.200.001
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod1.310.001
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod0.200
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f. In an alternative practice structure, an individual representing the investor (for 

example, a nonattest entity board member), participates in decisions affecting 

the attest firm, such as independence, quality management, or compensation 

decisions of attest partners. 

[Paragraphs .19–.23 are unchanged.] 

1.000.010 Conceptual Framework for Members in Public Practice  

[Paragraphs .01–.15 are unchanged.] 

.16 Undue influence threat. The threat that a member will subordinate his or her judgment to 

that of an individual associated with an attest client or any relevant third party due to that 

individual’s reputation or expertise, aggressive or dominant personality, or attempts to coerce or 

exercise excessive influence over the member. Examples of undue influence threats include the 

following: 

a. The firm is threatened with dismissal from a client engagement. 

b. The client indicates that it will not award additional engagements to the firm if the firm 

continues to disagree with the client on an accounting or tax matter. 

c. An individual associated with the client or any relevant third party threatens to withdraw 

or terminate a professional service unless the member reaches certain judgments or 

conclusions. 

d. In an alternative practice structure, the investor pressures the attest firm and/or 

nonattest entity to meet internal or external targets. 

e. In an alternative practice structure, an individual representing the investor (for 

example, a nonattest entity board member), participates in decisions affecting the 

attest firm, such as independence, quality management, or compensation 

decisions of attest partners. 

[Paragraphs .17–.24 are unchanged.] 
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Proposed revisions to definition and interpretations (clean) 

0.400.36 Definition of network firm  

ET sec. 0.400.36 Network firm. A firm or other entity that belongs to a network. This includes an 

entity that, by itself or through one or more of its owners, 

a. the network firm controls, or 

b. controls the network firm and cooperates with the network firm for the purpose of 

enhancing that network firm’s capabilities to provide professional services.  

1.810.050 Alternative Practice Structures  

.01 The “Form of Organization and Name Rule” [1.800.001] states, “A member may practice 

public accounting only in a form of organization permitted by law or regulation whose 

characteristics conform to resolutions of Council.” The Council resolution (appendix B) requires, 

among other things, that CPAs own a majority of the financial interests in a firm engaged to 

provide attest services (as defined therein) to the public. This interpretation explains the 

application of this rule to an alternative practice structure (APS) as described in the “Alternative 

Practice Structures” interpretation (ET sec. 1.220.020).  

.02 To protect the public interest, the overriding focus of the resolution is that CPAs remain 

responsible, financially and otherwise, for a firm’s attest work. In addition to the provisions of 

the resolution, other requirements of the code and bylaws ensure responsibility for 

a. compliance with all aspects of applicable law or regulation, 

b. enrollment in an AICPA-approved practice monitoring program, 

c. compliance with the “Independence Rule” [1.200.001], and 

d. compliance with applicable standards promulgated by Council-designated bodies 

(“Compliance With Standards Rule” [1.310.001]) and all other provisions of the code, 

including “Structure and Application of the AICPA Code” [0.200]. 

.03  The member should disclose to the client which professional services are provided by 

the firm engaged to provide attest services and which are provided by the closely aligned entity 

that performs professional services other than attest services (nonattest entity). See paragraph 

.05d. of the “Alternative Practice Structures” interpretation (1.220.020) for description of 

nonattest entity.  

  

http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod1.800.001
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod_appB
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod_appB
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod_appB
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod1.200.001
http://pub.aicpa.org/codeofconduct/resourceseamlesslogin.aspx?prod=ethics&tdoc=et-cod&tptr=et-cod1.310.001
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1.210.010 Conceptual Framework for Independence 

[Paragraphs .01–.17 are unchanged.] 

.18 Undue influence threat. The threat that a member will subordinate his or her judgment to 

that of an individual associated with an attest client or any relevant third party due to that 

individual’s reputation or expertise, aggressive or dominant personality, or attempts to coerce or 

exercise excessive influence over the member. Examples of undue influence threats include the 

following: 

a. Management threatens to replace the member or member’s firm over a 

disagreement on the application of an accounting principle. 

b. Management pressures the member to reduce necessary audit procedures in order 

to reduce audit fees. 

c. The member receives a gift from the attest client, its management, or its significant 

shareholders. [1.285.010] 

d. A large proportion of fees charged by the firm to an attest client is generated by 

providing nonattest services. 

e. In an alternative practice structure, the investor pressures the attest firm and/or 

nonattest entity to meet internal or external targets. 

f. In an alternative practice structure, an individual representing the investor (for 

example, a nonattest entity board member), participates in decisions affecting the 

attest firm, such as independence, quality management, or compensation decisions 

of attest partners. 

[Paragraphs .19–.23 are unchanged.] 

1.000.010 Conceptual Framework for Members in Public Practice 

[Paragraphs .01–.15 are unchanged.] 

.16 Undue influence threat. The threat that a member will subordinate his or her judgment to 

that of an individual associated with an attest client or any relevant third party due to that 

individual’s reputation or expertise, aggressive or dominant personality, or attempts to coerce or 

exercise excessive influence over the member. Examples of undue influence threats include the 

following: 

a. The firm is threatened with dismissal from a client engagement. 
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b. The client indicates that it will not award additional engagements to the firm if the firm 

continues to disagree with the client on an accounting or tax matter. 

c. An individual associated with the client or any relevant third party threatens to 

withdraw or terminate a professional service unless the member reaches certain 

judgments or conclusions. 

d. In an alternative practice structure, the investor pressures the attest firm and/or 

nonattest entity to meet internal or external targets.  

e. In an alternative practice structure, an individual representing the investor (for 

example, a nonattest entity board member), participates in decisions affecting the 

attest firm, such as independence, quality management, or compensation decisions 

of attest partners. 

[Paragraphs .17–.24 are unchanged.] 
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C. Investment Committee (ACTION) 



IntEx 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 68 59 55 21 52
May 95 69 78 84 55
June 70 75 99 84 56
July 100 59 61 67 58
Aug 98 70 132 56 37
Sept 75 85 128 57 37
Oct 83 59 98 80 68
Nov 95 74 38 87 90
Dec 99 61 29 63 67
Jan 0 97 74 75 81
Feb 0 58 56 46 54
March 0 49 33 49 56

Avg 87 68 73 64 59

IntEx 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 68 59 55 21 52
May 163 128 133 105 107
June 233 203 232 189 163
July 333 262 293 256 221
Aug 431 332 425 312 258
Sept 506 417 553 369 295
Oct 589 476 651 449 363
Nov 684 550 689 536 453
Dec 783 611 718 599 520
Jan 783 708 792 674 601
Feb 783 766 848 720 655
March 783 815 881 769 711

Exam Applications

Exam Applications

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics
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Re-Ex 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 244 168 168 131 164
May 325 241 208 178 186
June 251 156 262 172 182
July 256 204 222 187 177
Aug 217 276 285 187 168
Sept 186 148 242 140 111
Oct 196 137 269 149 139
Nov 232 220 147 169 152
Dec 213 152 119 142 110
Jan 0 207 227 156 134
Feb 0 189 154 141 110
March 0 226 111 192 141

Avg 236 194 201 162 148

Re-Ex 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 244 168 168 131 164
May 569 409 376 309 350
June 820 565 638 481 532
July 1076 769 860 668 709
Aug 1293 1045 1145 855 877
Sept 1479 1193 1387 995 988
Oct 1675 1330 1656 1144 1127
Nov 1907 1550 1803 1313 1279
Dec 2120 1702 1922 1455 1389
Jan 2120 1909 2149 1611 1523
Feb 2120 2098 2303 1752 1633
March 2120 2324 2414 1944 1774

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics
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OrgL 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 36 28 47 44 41
May 32 21 27 39 50
June 0 21 20 22 0
July 76 48 62 50 75
Aug 62 38 52 57 31
Sept 33 38 33 30 42
Oct 43 37 61 34 46
Nov 55 37 62 47 48
Dec 53 30 41 38 32
Jan 0 71 43 44 60
Feb 0 25 64 32 47
March 0 55 28 40 30

Avg 43 37 45 40 42

OrgL 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 36 28 47 44 41
May 68 49 74 83 91
June 68 70 94 105 91
July 144 118 156 155 166
Aug 206 156 208 212 197
Sept 239 194 241 242 239
Oct 282 231 302 276 285
Nov 337 268 364 323 333
Dec 390 298 405 361 365
Jan 390 369 448 405 425
Feb 390 394 512 437 472
March 390 449 540 477 502

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics

License Applications

License Applications

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March

Original CPA License Applications - Monthly

FY2026

FY2025

FY2024

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

April May June July Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March

Original CPA License Applications - Yr to Date

FY2026

FY2025

FY2024



Recp 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 67 62 64 81 55
May 10 7 5 8 7
June 2 2 2 3 1
July 18 36 39 50 39
Aug 11 37 36 24 37
Sept 30 4 2 1 2
Oct 35 32 32 57 47
Nov 60 73 55 67 74
Dec 19 14 21 15 27
Jan 0 25 22 30 33
Feb 0 4 12 9 11
March 0 10 4 11 7

Avg 28 26 25 30 28

Recp 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 67 62 64 81 55
May 77 69 69 89 62
June 79 71 71 92 63
July 97 107 110 142 102
Aug 108 144 146 166 139
Sept 138 148 148 167 141
Oct 173 180 180 224 188
Nov 233 253 235 291 262
Dec 252 267 256 306 289
Jan 252 292 278 336 322
Feb 252 296 290 345 333
March 252 306 294 356 340

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics
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Firm 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 7 14 6 7 7
May 9 5 2 4 4
June 8 7 4 11 11
July 8 14 13 15 15
Aug 12 16 14 10 10
Sept 18 7 5 6 6
Oct 8 14 11 4 4
Nov 16 15 5 12 12
Dec 12 11 18 25 25
Jan 0 16 5 15 15
Feb 0 17 22 7 7
March 0 12 5 8 8

Avg 11 12 9 10 10

Firm 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 7 14 6 7 7
May 16 19 8 11 11
June 24 26 12 22 22
July 32 40 25 37 37
Aug 44 56 39 47 47
Sept 62 63 44 53 53
Oct 70 77 55 57 57
Nov 86 92 60 69 69
Dec 98 103 78 94 94
Jan 98 119 83 109 109
Feb 98 136 105 116 116
March 98 148 110 124 124

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics
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Open 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 19 23 22 21 9
May 14 15 9 21 8
June 13 16 12 35 37
July 49 18 25 25 18
Aug 47 10 38 35 18
Sept 10 71 11 24 13
Oct 10 20 9 24 19
Nov 8 5 18 7 21
Dec 7 13 15 23 11
Jan 0 14 11 14 31
Feb 0 17 19 12 33
March 0 21 17 41 38

Avg 20 20 17 24 21

Open 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 19 23 22 21 9
May 33 38 31 42 17
June 46 54 43 77 54
July 95 72 68 102 72
Aug 142 82 106 137 90
Sept 152 153 117 161 103
Oct 162 173 126 185 122
Nov 170 178 144 192 143
Dec 177 191 159 215 154
Jan 177 205 170 229 185
Feb 177 222 189 241 218
March 177 243 206 282 256

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics
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Closed 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 17 16 30 38 23
May 11 13 20 19 4
June 18 15 16 15 17
July 21 31 36 19 21
Aug 43 16 21 21 18
Sept 49 31 20 21 35
Oct 19 35 25 12 17
Nov 6 23 13 19 14
Dec 11 12 15 33 9
Jan 0 21 15 22 18
Feb 0 10 22 21 29
March 0 14 9 25 23

Avg 22 20 20 22 19

Closed 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 17 16 30 38 23
May 28 29 50 57 27
June 46 44 66 72 44
July 67 75 102 91 65
Aug 110 91 123 112 83
Sept 159 122 143 133 118
Oct 178 157 168 145 135
Nov 184 180 181 164 149
Dec 195 192 196 197 158
Jan 195 213 211 219 176
Feb 195 223 233 240 205
March 195 237 242 265 228

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics
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InAct 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 45 39 49 30 23
May 99 107 114 67 54
June 246 183 227 309 281
July 114 139 98 98 105
Aug 7 7 21 14 18
Sept 11 12 9 7 10
Oct 11 13 19 9 21
Nov 22 19 15 25 29
Dec 53 74 45 52 59
Jan 0 32 45 78 69
Feb 0 24 15 18 19
March 0 28 18 19 32

Avg 68 56 56 61 60

InAct 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 45 39 49 30 23
May 144 146 163 97 77
June 390 329 390 406 358
July 504 468 488 504 463
Aug 511 475 509 518 481
Sept 522 487 518 525 491
Oct 533 500 537 534 512
Nov 555 519 552 559 541
Dec 608 593 597 611 600
Jan 608 625 642 689 669
Feb 608 649 657 707 688
March 608 677 675 726 720

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics
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Re-Inst 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 2 5 8 8 6
May 4 3 3 6 1
June 0 1 2 3 0
July 11 18 15 12 13
Aug 9 3 3 8 2
Sept 5 5 2 6 4
Oct 4 5 8 5 7
Nov 8 6 3 5 6
Dec 6 4 4 5 7
Jan 0 6 14 7 6
Feb 0 4 7 3 6
March 0 8 5 4 5

Avg 5 6 6 6 5

Re-Inst 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 2 5 8 8 6
May 6 8 11 14 7
June 6 9 13 17 7
July 17 27 28 29 20
Aug 26 30 31 37 22
Sept 31 35 33 43 26
Oct 35 40 41 48 33
Nov 43 46 44 53 39
Dec 49 50 48 58 46
Jan 49 56 62 65 52
Feb 49 60 69 68 58
March 49 68 74 72 63

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics
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Count 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 21 13 0 0 0
May 26 33 0 0 0
June 33 21 0 0 0
July 11 14 0 0 0
Aug 4 3 0 0 0
Sept 1 7 1 0 0
Oct 5 1 16 0 0
Nov 5 6 18 0 0
Dec 16 18 27 0 0
Jan 0 11 23 0 0
Feb 0 7 15 0 0
March 0 11 9 0 0

Avg 14 21 9 0 0

Began Sept 2023

Count 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 21 13 0 0 0
May 47 46 0 0 0
June 80 67 0 0 0
July 91 81 0 0 0
Aug 95 84 0 0 0
Sept 96 91 1 0 0
Oct 101 92 17 0 0
Nov 106 98 35 0 0
Dec 122 116 62 0 0
Jan 122 127 85 0 0
Feb 122 134 100 0 0
March 122 145 109 0 0

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics
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Count 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 82 20 74 0 0
May 0 0 0 0 0
June 30 0 27 0 0
July 0 65 0 0 0
Aug 70 61 10 15 0
Sept 146 75 67 130 0
Oct 129 113 281 139 0
Nov 77 0 37 53 0
Dec 0 0 0 0 0
Jan 0 15 46 0 0
Feb 0 85 77 70 0
March 0 0 0 61 0

Avg 67 36 77 39 0

* Candidate Presentations as scheduled in concert with needs of various campuses, not including instructors and staff
Started tracking 8/22

Count 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 82 20 74 0 0
May 82 20 74 0 0
June 112 20 101 0 0
July 112 85 101 0 0
Aug 182 146 111 15 0
Sept 328 221 178 145 0
Oct 457 334 459 284 0
Nov 534 334 496 337 0
Dec 534 334 496 337 0
Jan 534 349 542 337 0
Feb 534 434 619 407 0
March 534 434 619 468 0

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics
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Count 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth # # # # #

April 52 9 13 12 15
May 40 21 31 26 32
June 143 68 68 46 48
July 58 34 43 29 49
Aug 32 30 49 51 35
Sept 31 65 72 51 55
Oct 84 32 41 30 32
Nov 24 11 35 36 39
Dec 24 55 86 48 52
Jan 0 42 8 35 19
Feb 0 16 18 21 19
March 0 36 30 32 25

Avg 54 35 62 35 35

These results run approximately 2 months in arrears due to timing of score releases
 

Count 2026 2025 2024 2023 2022
Mth Sum Sum Sum Sum Sum

April 52 9 13 12 15
May 92 30 44 38 47
June 235 98 112 84 95
July 293 132 155 113 144
Aug 325 162 204 164 179
Sept 356 227 276 215 234
Oct 440 259 317 245 266
Nov 464 270 352 281 305
Dec 488 325 438 329 357
Jan 488 367 446 364 376
Feb 488 383 464 385 395
March 488 419 494 417 420

NC State Board of CPA Examiners
Monthly and Year-to-Date Operational Metrics
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Month Initial Re-Exam Month Original Reciprocal Month Total Month Begin Bal Open Closed End Bal Month Total Month Total Month Total Month Total Month Total
Jan-15 107 130 Jan-15 96 51 Jan-15 18 Jan-15 202 66 54 214 Jan-15 47 Jan-15 13 Jan-15 0 Jan-15 0 Jan-15 0
Feb-15 62 110 Feb-15 64 16 Feb-15 20 Feb-15 214 22 40 196 Feb-15 13 Feb-15 11 Feb-15 0 Feb-15 0 Feb-15 0
Mar-15 82 227 Mar-15 48 4 Mar-15 12 Mar-15 196 40 38 198 Mar-15 18 Mar-15 5 Mar-15 0 Mar-15 0 Mar-15 0
Apr-15 97 180 Apr-15 48 61 Apr-15 18 Apr-15 198 7 38 167 Apr-15 29 Apr-15 12 Apr-15 0 Apr-15 0 Apr-15 0

May-15 78 151 May-15 40 11 May-15 11 May-15 167 26 18 175 May-15 73 May-15 5 May-15 0 May-15 0 May-15 0
Jun-15 77 312 Jun-15 0 4 Jun-15 17 Jun-15 175 6 21 160 Jun-15 126 Jun-15 0 Jun-15 0 Jun-15 0 Jun-15 0
Jul-15 66 178 Jul-15 60 54 Jul-15 13 Jul-15 160 10 32 138 Jul-15 90 Jul-15 9 Jul-15 0 Jul-15 0 Jul-15 0

Aug-15 52 155 Aug-15 100 21 Aug-15 11 Aug-15 138 31 27 142 Aug-15 6 Aug-15 15 Aug-15 0 Aug-15 0 Aug-15 0
Sep-15 51 296 Sep-15 44 5 Sep-15 25 Sep-15 142 27 33 136 Sep-15 7 Sep-15 3 Sep-15 0 Sep-15 0 Sep-15 0
Oct-15 64 154 Oct-15 74 70 Oct-15 13 Oct-15 136 53 32 157 Oct-15 21 Oct-15 8 Oct-15 0 Oct-15 0 Oct-15 0

Nov-15 62 151 Nov-15 45 27 Nov-15 14 Nov-15 157 26 25 158 Nov-15 25 Nov-15 10 Nov-15 0 Nov-15 0 Nov-15 0
Dec-15 139 276 Dec-15 0 2 Dec-15 22 Dec-15 158 9 24 143 Dec-15 35 Dec-15 5 Dec-15 0 Dec-15 0 Dec-15 0
Jan-16 121 139 Jan-16 133 36 Jan-16 28 Jan-16 143 12 17 138 Jan-16 42 Jan-16 22 Jan-16 0 Jan-16 0 Jan-16 0
Feb-16 101 141 Feb-16 68 12 Feb-16 16 Feb-16 138 17 21 134 Feb-16 17 Feb-16 9 Feb-16 0 Feb-16 0 Feb-16 0
Mar-16 92 305 Mar-16 43 3 Mar-16 17 Mar-16 134 34 19 149 Mar-16 19 Mar-16 9 Mar-16 0 Mar-16 0 Mar-16 0
Apr-16 97 191 Apr-16 60 69 Apr-16 3 Apr-16 149 27 31 145 Apr-16 38 Apr-16 12 Apr-16 0 Apr-16 0 Apr-16 0

May-16 85 203 May-16 42 18 May-16 14 May-16 145 16 23 138 May-16 63 May-16 12 May-16 0 May-16 0 May-16 0
Jun-16 110 266 Jun-16 0 2 Jun-16 8 Jun-16 138 33 20 151 Jun-16 150 Jun-16 0 Jun-16 0 Jun-16 0 Jun-16 0
Jul-16 74 204 Jul-16 96 53 Jul-16 6 Jul-16 151 17 42 126 Jul-16 60 Jul-16 17 Jul-16 0 Jul-16 0 Jul-16 0

Aug-16 85 237 Aug-16 36 8 Aug-16 14 Aug-16 126 68 27 167 Aug-16 14 Aug-16 6 Aug-16 0 Aug-16 0 Aug-16 0
Sep-16 83 297 Sep-16 42 4 Sep-16 8 Sep-16 167 65 27 205 Sep-16 6 Sep-16 6 Sep-16 0 Sep-16 0 Sep-16 0
Oct-16 60 177 Oct-16 56 82 Oct-16 9 Oct-16 205 53 53 205 Oct-16 12 Oct-16 16 Oct-16 0 Oct-16 0 Oct-16 0

Nov-16 104 183 Nov-16 72 32 Nov-16 14 Nov-16 205 22 72 155 Nov-16 27 Nov-16 8 Nov-16 0 Nov-16 0 Nov-16 0
Dec-16 115 276 Dec-16 0 4 Dec-16 30 Dec-16 155 7 26 136 Dec-16 59 Dec-16 4 Dec-16 0 Dec-16 0 Dec-16 0
Jan-17 129 189 Jan-17 108 34 Jan-17 24 Jan-17 136 35 49 122 Jan-17 34 Jan-17 11 Jan-17 0 Jan-17 0 Jan-17 0
Feb-17 58 130 Feb-17 66 17 Feb-17 18 Feb-17 122 17 30 109 Feb-17 16 Feb-17 5 Feb-17 0 Feb-17 0 Feb-17 0
Mar-17 67 276 Mar-17 70 12 Mar-17 19 Mar-17 109 16 22 103 Mar-17 24 Mar-17 13 Mar-17 0 Mar-17 0 Mar-17 0
Apr-17 55 178 Apr-17 32 68 Apr-17 7 Apr-17 103 30 25 108 Apr-17 50 Apr-17 5 Apr-17 0 Apr-17 0 Apr-17 0

May-17 58 182 May-17 51 9 May-17 12 May-17 108 24 16 116 May-17 89 May-17 11 May-17 0 May-17 0 May-17 0
Jun-17 57 159 Jun-17 0 1 Jun-17 16 Jun-17 116 5 18 103 Jun-17 169 Jun-17 0 Jun-17 0 Jun-17 0 Jun-17 0
Jul-17 38 146 Jul-17 68 58 Jul-17 19 Jul-17 103 36 16 123 Jul-17 90 Jul-17 18 Jul-17 0 Jul-17 0 Jul-17 0

Aug-17 50 187 Aug-17 39 4 Aug-17 22 Aug-17 123 65 29 159 Aug-17 6 Aug-17 11 Aug-17 0 Aug-17 0 Aug-17 0
Sep-17 59 267 Sep-17 42 2 Sep-17 14 Sep-17 159 29 42 146 Sep-17 10 Sep-17 10 Sep-17 0 Sep-17 0 Sep-17 0
Oct-17 47 196 Oct-17 62 93 Oct-17 23 Oct-17 146 24 17 153 Oct-17 24 Oct-17 4 Oct-17 0 Oct-17 0 Oct-17 0

Nov-17 79 126 Nov-17 46 25 Nov-17 15 Nov-17 153 7 18 142 Nov-17 26 Nov-17 2 Nov-17 0 Nov-17 0 Nov-17 0
Dec-17 79 154 Dec-17 0 24 Dec-17 15 Dec-17 142 6 23 125 Dec-17 40 Dec-17 10 Dec-17 0 Dec-17 0 Dec-17 0
Jan-18 131 178 Jan-18 117 12 Jan-18 30 Jan-18 125 18 15 128 Jan-18 47 Jan-18 4 Jan-18 0 Jan-18 0 Jan-18 0
Feb-18 39 107 Feb-18 73 20 Feb-18 18 Feb-18 128 16 11 133 Feb-18 14 Feb-18 14 Feb-18 0 Feb-18 0 Feb-18 0
Mar-18 66 236 Mar-18 36 5 Mar-18 10 Mar-18 133 14 14 133 Mar-18 8 Mar-18 6 Mar-18 0 Mar-18 0 Mar-18 0
Apr-18 70 211 Apr-18 32 52 Apr-18 12 Apr-18 133 27 16 144 Apr-18 50 Apr-18 7 Apr-18 0 Apr-18 0 Apr-18 0

May-18 77 136 May-18 61 13 May-18 13 May-18 144 95 44 195 May-18 73 May-18 7 May-18 0 May-18 0 May-18 0
Jun-18 61 149 Jun-18 0 0 Jun-18 7 Jun-18 195 61 68 188 Jun-18 194 Jun-18 0 Jun-18 0 Jun-18 0 Jun-18 0
Jul-18 66 235 Jul-18 57 59 Jul-18 3 Jul-18 188 62 54 196 Jul-18 67 Jul-18 8 Jul-18 0 Jul-18 0 Jul-18 0

Aug-18 62 136 Aug-18 41 4 Aug-18 23 Aug-18 196 58 63 191 Aug-18 17 Aug-18 8 Aug-18 0 Aug-18 0 Aug-18 0
Sep-18 48 218 Sep-18 44 3 Sep-18 7 Sep-18 191 34 49 176 Sep-18 3 Sep-18 7 Sep-18 0 Sep-18 0 Sep-18 0
Oct-18 84 175 Oct-18 77 113 Oct-18 10 Oct-18 176 12 45 143 Oct-18 13 Oct-18 11 Oct-18 0 Oct-18 0 Oct-18 0

Nov-18 82 116 Nov-18 70 42 Nov-18 9 Nov-18 143 5 42 106 Nov-18 15 Nov-18 11 Nov-18 0 Nov-18 0 Nov-18 0
Dec-18 81 133 Dec-18 2 35 Dec-18 11 Dec-18 106 6 15 97 Dec-18 38 Dec-18 6 Dec-18 0 Dec-18 0 Dec-18 0
Jan-19 91 145 Jan-19 108 33 Jan-19 21 Jan-19 97 33 20 110 Jan-19 52 Jan-19 10 Jan-19 0 Jan-19 0 Jan-19 0
Feb-19 74 124 Feb-19 57 10 Feb-19 22 Feb-19 110 43 22 131 Feb-19 15 Feb-19 8 Feb-19 0 Feb-19 0 Feb-19 0
Mar-19 45 190 Mar-19 35 7 Mar-19 12 Mar-19 131 18 21 128 Mar-19 16 Mar-19 7 Mar-19 0 Mar-19 0 Mar-19 0
Apr-19 61 195 Apr-19 42 70 Apr-19 7 Apr-19 128 28 30 126 Apr-19 30 Apr-19 3 Apr-19 0 Apr-19 0 Apr-19 0

May-19 70 196 May-19 37 9 May-19 14 May-19 126 18 25 119 May-19 58 May-19 9 May-19 0 May-19 0 May-19 0
Jun-19 62 222 Jun-19 0 2 Jun-19 25 Jun-19 119 25 26 118 Jun-19 221 Jun-19 2 Jun-19 0 Jun-19 0 Jun-19 0
Jul-19 92 172 Jul-19 62 37 Jul-19 11 Jul-19 118 37 21 134 Jul-19 123 Jul-19 8 Jul-19 0 Jul-19 0 Jul-19 0

Aug-19 51 164 Aug-19 49 44 Aug-19 6 Aug-19 134 67 49 152 Aug-19 9 Aug-19 9 Aug-19 0 Aug-19 0 Aug-19 0
Sep-19 54 185 Sep-19 84 2 Sep-19 5 Sep-19 152 14 26 140 Sep-19 11 Sep-19 8 Sep-19 0 Sep-19 0 Sep-19 0
Oct-19 62 194 Oct-19 36 56 Oct-19 11 Oct-19 140 14 39 115 Oct-19 20 Oct-19 4 Oct-19 0 Oct-19 0 Oct-19 0

Nov-19 58 144 Nov-19 62 69 Nov-19 12 Nov-19 115 11 23 103 Nov-19 26 Nov-19 5 Nov-19 0 Nov-19 0 Nov-19 0
Dec-19 83 177 Dec-19 1 26 Dec-19 16 Dec-19 103 31 25 109 Dec-19 73 Dec-19 6 Dec-19 0 Dec-19 0 Dec-19 0
Jan-20 111 145 Jan-20 112 17 Jan-20 26 Jan-20 109 33 25 117 Jan-20 32 Jan-20 10 Jan-20 0 Jan-20 0 Jan-20 0
Feb-20 70 112 Feb-20 50 10 Feb-20 11 Feb-20 117 16 23 110 Feb-20 15 Feb-20 12 Feb-20 0 Feb-20 0 Feb-20 0
Mar-20 41 139 Mar-20 44 8 Mar-20 5 Mar-20 110 18 19 109 Mar-20 6 Mar-20 6 Mar-20 0 Mar-20 0 Mar-20 0
Apr-20 14 84 Apr-20 14 57 Apr-20 3 Apr-20 109 7 17 99 Apr-20 17 Apr-20 1 Apr-20 0 Apr-20 0 Apr-20 0

May-20 59 174 May-20 0 7 May-20 12 May-20 99 9 23 85 May-20 88 May-20 4 May-20 0 May-20 0 May-20 40
Jun-20 87 176 Jun-20 0 0 Jun-20 10 Jun-20 85 12 23 74 Jun-20 234 Jun-20 4 Jun-20 0 Jun-20 0 Jun-20 35
Jul-20 71 150 Jul-20 48 31 Jul-20 10 Jul-20 74 30 23 81 Jul-20 116 Jul-20 11 Jul-20 0 Jul-20 0 Jul-20 43

Aug-20 18 79 Aug-20 32 27 Aug-20 14 Aug-20 81 27 16 92 Aug-20 7 Aug-20 5 Aug-20 0 Aug-20 0 Aug-20 58
Sep-20 56 215 Sep-20 43 3 Sep-20 11 Sep-20 92 13 17 88 Sep-20 6 Sep-20 5 Sep-20 0 Sep-20 0 Sep-20 71

Exam PassesCandidate Eng ReinstatementExam Applications Certificate Applications CPA Firm Registrations Professional Stds Cases Inactive CPA - Retired



Month Initial Re-Exam Month Original Reciprocal Month Total Month Begin Bal Open Closed End Bal Month Total Month Total Month Total Month Total Month Total

Exam PassesCandidate Eng ReinstatementExam Applications Certificate Applications CPA Firm Registrations Professional Stds Cases Inactive CPA - Retired

Oct-20 85 155 Oct-20 47 44 Oct-20 7 Oct-20 88 17 12 93 Oct-20 13 Oct-20 4 Oct-20 0 Oct-20 0 Oct-20 40
Nov-20 78 145 Nov-20 56 61 Nov-20 6 Nov-20 93 10 24 79 Nov-20 21 Nov-20 6 Nov-20 0 Nov-20 0 Nov-20 53
Dec-20 61 146 Dec-20 46 10 Dec-20 9 Dec-20 79 13 12 80 Dec-20 55 Dec-20 5 Dec-20 0 Dec-20 0 Dec-20 89
Jan-21 66 150 Jan-21 72 22 Jan-21 20 Jan-21 80 21 19 82 Jan-21 53 Jan-21 7 Jan-21 0 Jan-21 0 Jan-21 29
Feb-21 66 142 Feb-21 78 4 Feb-21 8 Feb-21 82 12 27 67 Feb-21 9 Feb-21 14 Feb-21 0 Feb-21 0 Feb-21 18
Mar-21 46 147 Mar-21 31 0 Mar-21 16 Mar-21 67 29 17 79 Mar-21 21 Mar-21 6 Mar-21 0 Mar-21 0 Mar-21 32
Apr-21 52 164 Apr-21 41 55 Apr-21 7 Apr-21 79 9 23 65 Apr-21 23 Apr-21 6 Apr-21 0 Apr-21 0 Apr-21 15

May-21 55 186 May-21 50 7 May-21 4 May-21 65 8 4 69 May-21 54 May-21 1 May-21 0 May-21 0 May-21 32
Jun-21 56 182 Jun-21 0 1 Jun-21 11 Jun-21 69 37 17 89 Jun-21 281 Jun-21 0 Jun-21 0 Jun-21 0 Jun-21 48
Jul-21 58 177 Jul-21 75 39 Jul-21 15 Jul-21 89 18 21 86 Jul-21 105 Jul-21 13 Jul-21 0 Jul-21 0 Jul-21 49

Aug-21 37 168 Aug-21 31 37 Aug-21 10 Aug-21 86 18 18 86 Aug-21 18 Aug-21 2 Aug-21 0 Aug-21 0 Aug-21 35
Sep-21 37 111 Sep-21 42 2 Sep-21 6 Sep-21 86 13 35 64 Sep-21 10 Sep-21 4 Sep-21 0 Sep-21 0 Sep-21 55
Oct-21 68 139 Oct-21 46 47 Oct-21 4 Oct-21 64 19 17 66 Oct-21 21 Oct-21 7 Oct-21 0 Oct-21 0 Oct-21 32

Nov-21 90 152 Nov-21 48 74 Nov-21 12 Nov-21 66 21 14 73 Nov-21 29 Nov-21 6 Nov-21 0 Nov-21 0 Nov-21 39
Dec-21 67 110 Dec-21 32 27 Dec-21 25 Dec-21 73 11 9 75 Dec-21 59 Dec-21 7 Dec-21 0 Dec-21 0 Dec-21 52
Jan-22 81 134 Jan-22 60 33 Jan-22 15 Jan-22 75 31 18 88 Jan-22 69 Jan-22 6 Jan-22 0 Jan-22 0 Jan-22 19
Feb-22 54 110 Feb-22 47 11 Feb-22 7 Feb-22 88 33 29 92 Feb-22 19 Feb-22 6 Feb-22 0 Feb-22 0 Feb-22 19
Mar-22 56 141 Mar-22 30 7 Mar-22 8 Mar-22 92 38 23 107 Mar-22 32 Mar-22 5 Mar-22 0 Mar-22 0 Mar-22 25
Apr-22 21 131 Apr-22 44 81 Apr-22 2 Apr-22 107 21 38 90 Apr-22 30 Apr-22 8 Apr-22 0 Apr-22 0 Apr-22 12

May-22 84 178 May-22 39 8 May-22 6 May-22 90 21 19 92 May-22 67 May-22 6 May-22 0 May-22 0 May-22 26
Jun-22 84 172 Jun-22 22 3 Jun-22 8 Jun-22 92 35 15 112 Jun-22 309 Jun-22 3 Jun-22 0 Jun-22 0 Jun-22 46
Jul-22 67 187 Jul-22 50 50 Jul-22 12 Jul-22 112 25 19 118 Jul-22 98 Jul-22 12 Jul-22 0 Jul-22 0 Jul-22 29

Aug-22 56 187 Aug-22 57 24 Aug-22 5 Aug-22 118 35 21 132 Aug-22 14 Aug-22 8 Aug-22 0 Aug-22 15 Aug-22 51 Began Tracking
Sep-22 57 140 Sep-22 30 1 Sep-22 6 Sep-22 132 24 21 135 Sep-22 7 Sep-22 6 Sep-22 0 Sep-22 130 Sep-22 51
Oct-22 80 149 Oct-22 34 57 Oct-22 8 Oct-22 135 24 12 147 Oct-22 9 Oct-22 5 Oct-22 0 Oct-22 139 Oct-22 30

Nov-22 87 169 Nov-22 47 67 Nov-22 14 Nov-22 147 7 19 135 Nov-22 25 Nov-22 5 Nov-22 0 Nov-22 53 Nov-22 36
Dec-22 63 142 Dec-22 38 15 Dec-22 10 Dec-22 135 23 33 125 Dec-22 52 Dec-22 5 Dec-22 0 Dec-22 0 Dec-22 48
Jan-23 75 156 Jan-23 44 30 Jan-23 23 Jan-23 125 14 22 117 Jan-23 78 Jan-23 7 Jan-23 0 Jan-23 0 Jan-23 35
Feb-23 46 141 Feb-23 32 9 Feb-23 9 Feb-23 117 12 21 108 Feb-23 18 Feb-23 3 Feb-23 0 Feb-23 70 Feb-23 21
Mar-23 49 192 Mar-23 40 11 Mar-23 3 Mar-23 108 41 25 124 Mar-23 19 Mar-23 4 Mar-23 0 Mar-23 61 Mar-23 32
Apr-23 55 168 Apr-23 47 64 Apr-23 6 Apr-23 124 22 30 116 Apr-23 49 Apr-23 8 Apr-23 0 Apr-23 74 Apr-23 13

May-23 78 208 May-23 27 5 May-23 2 May-23 116 9 20 105 May-23 114 May-23 3 May-23 0 May-23 0 May-23 31
Jun-23 99 262 Jun-23 20 2 Jun-23 4 Jun-23 105 12 16 101 Jun-23 227 Jun-23 2 Jun-23 0 Jun-23 27 Jun-23 68
Jul-23 61 222 Jul-23 62 39 Jul-23 13 Jul-23 101 25 36 90 Jul-23 98 Jul-23 15 Jul-23 0 Jul-23 0 Jul-23 43

Aug-23 132 285 Aug-23 52 36 Aug-23 14 Aug-23 90 38 21 107 Aug-23 21 Aug-23 3 Aug-23 0 Aug-23 10 Aug-23 49
Sep-23 128 242 Sep-23 33 2 Sep-23 5 Sep-23 107 11 20 98 Sep-23 9 Sep-23 2 Sep-23 1 Sep-23 67 Sep-23 72
Oct-23 98 269 Oct-23 61 32 Oct-23 11 Oct-23 98 9 25 82 Oct-23 19 Oct-23 8 Oct-23 16 Oct-23 281 Oct-23 41

Nov-23 38 147 Nov-23 62 55 Nov-23 5 Nov-23 82 18 13 87 Nov-23 15 Nov-23 3 Nov-23 18 Nov-23 37 Nov-23 35
Dec-23 29 119 Dec-23 41 21 Dec-23 18 Dec-23 87 15 15 87 Dec-23 45 Dec-23 4 Dec-23 27 Dec-23 0 Dec-23 86
Jan-24 74 227 Jan-24 43 22 Jan-24 5 Jan-24 87 11 15 83 Jan-24 45 Jan-24 14 Jan-24 23 Jan-24 46 Jan-24 8
Feb-24 56 154 Feb-24 64 12 Feb-24 22 Feb-24 83 19 22 80 Feb-24 15 Feb-24 7 Feb-24 15 Feb-24 77 Feb-24 18
Mar-24 33 111 Mar-24 28 4 Mar-24 5 Mar-24 80 17 9 88 Mar-24 18 Mar-24 5 Mar-24 9 Mar-24 0 Mar-24 30
Apr-24 59 168 Apr-24 28 62 Apr-24 14 Apr-24 88 23 16 95 Apr-24 39 Apr-24 5 Apr-24 13 Apr-24 20 Apr-24 9

May-24 69 241 May-24 21 7 May-24 5 May-24 95 15 13 97 May-24 107 May-24 3 May-24 33 May-24 0 May-24 21
Jun-24 75 156 Jun-24 21 2 Jun-24 7 Jun-24 97 16 15 98 Jun-24 183 Jun-24 1 Jun-24 21 Jun-24 0 Jun-24 68
Jul-24 59 204 Jul-24 48 36 Jul-24 14 Jul-24 98 18 31 85 Jul-24 139 Jul-24 18 Jul-24 14 Jul-24 65 Jul-24 34

Aug-24 70 276 Aug-24 38 37 Aug-24 16 Aug-24 85 10 16 79 Aug-24 7 Aug-24 3 Aug-24 3 Aug-24 61 Aug-24 30
Sep-24 85 148 Sep-24 38 4 Sep-24 7 Sep-24 79 71 31 119 Sep-24 12 Sep-24 5 Sep-24 7 Sep-24 75 Sep-24 65
Oct-24 59 137 Oct-24 37 32 Oct-24 14 Oct-24 119 20 35 104 Oct-24 13 Oct-24 5 Oct-24 1 Oct-24 113 Oct-24 32

Nov-24 74 220 Nov-24 37 73 Nov-24 15 Nov-24 104 5 23 86 Nov-24 19 Nov-24 6 Nov-24 6 Nov-24 0 Nov-24 11
Dec-24 61 152 Dec-24 30 14 Dec-24 11 Dec-24 86 13 12 87 Dec-24 74 Dec-24 4 Dec-24 18 Dec-24 0 Dec-24 55
Jan-25 97 207 Jan-25 71 25 Jan-25 16 Jan-25 87 14 21 80 Jan-25 32 Jan-25 6 Jan-25 11 Jan-25 15 Jan-25 42
Feb-25 58 189 Feb-25 25 4 Feb-25 17 Feb-25 80 17 10 87 Feb-25 24 Feb-25 4 Feb-25 7 Feb-25 85 Feb-25 16
Mar-25 49 226 Mar-25 55 10 Mar-25 12 Mar-25 87 21 14 94 Mar-25 28 Mar-25 8 Mar-25 11 Mar-25 0 Mar-25 36
Apr-25 68 244 Apr-25 36 67 Apr-25 7 Apr-25 94 19 17 96 Apr-25 45 Apr-25 2 Apr-25 21 Apr-25 82 Apr-25 52

May-25 95 325 May-25 32 10 May-25 9 May-25 96 14 11 99 May-25 99 May-25 4 May-25 26 May-25 0 May-25 40
Jun-25 70 251 Jun-25 0 2 Jun-25 8 Jun-25 99 13 18 94 Jun-25 246 Jun-25 0 Jun-25 33 Jun-25 30 Jun-25 143
Jul-25 100 256 Jul-25 76 18 Jul-25 8 Jul-25 94 49 21 122 Jul-25 114 Jul-25 11 Jul-25 11 Jul-25 0 Jul-25 58

Aug-25 98 217 Aug-25 62 11 Aug-25 12 Aug-25 122 47 43 126 Aug-25 7 Aug-25 9 Aug-25 4 Aug-25 70 Aug-25 32
Sep-25 75 186 Sep-25 33 30 Sep-25 18 Sep-25 126 10 49 87 Sep-25 11 Sep-25 5 Sep-25 1 Sep-25 146 Sep-25 31
Oct-25 83 196 Oct-25 43 35 Oct-25 8 Oct-25 87 10 19 78 Oct-25 11 Oct-25 4 Oct-25 5 Oct-25 129 Oct-25 84

Nov-25 95 232 Nov-25 55 60 Nov-25 16 Nov-25 78 8 6 80 Nov-25 22 Nov-25 8 Nov-25 5 Nov-25 77 Nov-25 24
Dec-25 99 213 Dec-25 53 19 Dec-25 12 Dec-25 80 7 11 76 Dec-25 53 Dec-25 6 Dec-25 16 Dec-25 0 Dec-25 24
Jan-26 0 0 Jan-26 0 0 Jan-26 0 Jan-26 76 0 0 76 Jan-26 0 Jan-26 0 Jan-26 0 Jan-26 0 Jan-26 0
Feb-26 0 0 Feb-26 0 0 Feb-26 0 Feb-26 76 0 0 76 Feb-26 0 Feb-26 0 Feb-26 0 Feb-26 0 Feb-26 0
Mar-26 0 0 Mar-26 0 0 Mar-26 0 Mar-26 76 0 0 76 Mar-26 0 Mar-26 0 Mar-26 0 Mar-26 0 Mar-26 0
Apr-26 0 0 Apr-26 0 0 Apr-26 0 Apr-26 76 0 0 76 Apr-26 0 Apr-26 0 Apr-26 0 Apr-26 0 Apr-26 0

May-26 0 0 May-26 0 0 May-26 0 May-26 76 0 0 76 May-26 0 May-26 0 May-26 0 May-26 0 May-26 0
Jun-26 0 0 Jun-26 0 0 Jun-26 0 Jun-26 76 0 0 76 Jun-26 0 Jun-26 0 Jun-26 0 Jun-26 0 Jun-26 0
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North Carolina State Board of Certified Public Accountant Examiners 

 
 

 
Executive Staff Report 

Upcoming Student Presentations on College and University Campuses 

February 24, 2026 – NC State University 
March 5, 2026 – Wake Technical Community College 
April 1, 2026 – NC Central University 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

NASBA Events 

Conference for Executive Directors, Board Staff, & Legal Counsel – March 24-26, 2026, Austin TX 
2026 Eastern Regional Meeting – June 9-11, 2026, Rio Grande, PR 
2026 NASBA Annual Meeting – October 25-28, 2026, Litchfield Park, AZ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The New Year began with a pair of milestone celebrations at the Board. On Thursday, January 1, 
2026, Cammie Emery marked an impressive 18 years of service. Cammie is the Board’s go-to 
person on firm registrations, and she also plays a vital role in the CPE audit process. No matter 
how nonstop her phone may be on any given day, she gives every caller her full attention and 
delivers outstanding customer service every time. Outside the office, Cammie proudly holds the 
title of favorite person to Bruce (her husband), her three beautiful daughters and six beautiful 
grandchildren, and of course, to Remi (her dog). 

Also ringing in the New Year with a workiversary is Frank Trainor, who celebrated 15 years of 
service on Friday, January 2, 2026. We often joke that if there’s one person CPAs hope they don’t 
hear from, it’s Frank, but as the Board’s first-line enforcer of compliance, he consistently 
approaches his work with professionalism, fairness, and respect. Frank is also one of the Board’s 
two resident grill masters during cookout season. When he’s not at work, he enjoys spending 
time with his wife, Steph, and their daughters. 

http://www.nccpaboard.gov/
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Recognition of NC CPA Licensure Milestones 
 

50 Years of Licensure 
 

Name License Issued 
Harold Dean Brashear, #9005 1/8/1976 
Mitchell Ray Crisp, #9013 1/23/1976 

 
52 Years of Licensure 

 
Name License Issued 
Raymond Wardell Edwards, #7559 1/18/1974 
Danny Ray Newcomb, #7564 1/18/1974 
John A. Purdie Jr., #7565 1/18/1974 
William Norfleet Alexander Jr., #7568 1/28/1974 
Robert Leighton Buck, #7569 1/28/1974 
John Michael Schwarz, #7571 1/28/1974 

 
53 Years of Licensure 

Name License Issued 
John Nelson Spencer Jr., #7078 1/30/1973 

 
54 Years of Licensure 

 
Name License Issued 
William Blaine Hawkins, #5073 1/18/1972 
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